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PREFACE. 



In prcfenting to the Public a Vkw j>f 
Switzerland, a country of which fo much 
has been already written, it may perhaps 
become me to clear myfelf from the charge 
of prefumption. The defcriptiye parts of 
this journal were rapidly traced with the 
ardor of a fond imagination i eager to fdze 
the yivid colpui::ing of the moment eye it 
fled, and give permanence tp the emotions- 
of admiration, while the folemn enthufiaiin 
beat high in my bofom ; but when the fei^ 
fations excited by thofe views of majeftip 
grandeur had fubfided, I reeoUeded, with 
jFegret, tjiat the paths whic}> I ha4 delighte4 
A3 t9 
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PREFACE, 

to tread had been trodden before ; and that 
the objedts on which I had gazed with 
aftonifliment had been already defcribed. 
It is true, that the fketch I haye penciled of 
that fublime fcenery, however rude, will ^e 
found to be an original drawing, CQpie4 
from nature, and not from books; yet J. 
fliould fcarcely have prefuitied to obtrude 
that unfinifhed outline on the public eye, 
if the other parts of my joumal offered no- 
^ thing new to its obfervation. It is the pre- 
fent moral fituation of Switzerland that juf- 
tifies the appearance of thefe volumes, in 
which an attempt is made to trace the imr 
portant effedts which the French Revolution 
has produced in that country, and which 
are about to unfold a new aera in its hiftory . 
The governments of Switzerland, placed 
'VKthin reach qf the eledrical fire of that 
Revolution, flafhing around all their bor- 
ders, behold the fubtle fpark, which finds a 
condudor in the human heart, efcaping be- 
I yond 
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PREFACE, j^ 

yond its prefcribed limits, and feel its ftrong 
concuffion in every agitated nerve. 

I have endeavoured to give an additional 
intereft to my journal, by connecting the 
view of the manners and cuftoms of the 
Swifs towns, with a comparative pidlure 
of the prefent ftate of Paris ; and I offer 
this Work to the Public with far lefs hope 
from the experience of its paft indulgence, 
than folicitude to obtain its future favor. 
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SWITZERLAND', 



OR. 



A VIEW OB* THE PRESENT STATE, £j?c. 



CHAP. I. 



JniroduSiton.^^Motvues ffmy Journey to Switzerland.-^ 
Road from Paris to BafiU — Bafd. — Reflexions on 
Switzerland.'^Difpofitions and Occupations of the In- 
baiitofsts of BaJiL^-^Manners^-^Smoaking Clubs.--* 
Female Societies. '-^Public Jmufements. 

UURING the period of that new fpecies 
of tyranny which affumed the name of revo- 
lutionary government, I was not merely in- 
volved in the common danger which threat- 
ened every individual in France, but had 
claims to particular profcription. It was not 
only remembered by many of the fatellites of 
Robefpierre, that I had been the friend of the 
VOL. I. B Gironde, 
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2 A VIEW OF THE l^RESENT 

Gironde, of Madame Roland, martyred 
names which it was death to pronounce, 
but that I had written a work, publifhed in 
, England, in which I had traced, without 
referve, the chara(3:ers of our oppreflbrs; 
whofe ferocious purpofes I had often heard 
developed with the glowing eloquence of 
Vergniaud, and the indignant energy of 
La Spurce. No danger could be more im- 
minent than that of living under the very 
tyranny which I had the perilous hpnour 
of having been one of the firft to d^recate, 
and to procldm. 

In this fituation an opportunity prefented 
itfelf of obtaining a paffport for Switzerland 
— A paffport ! — they who can judge of all 
the yeffednefs that word unfolds, are myt 
thofe who, at a fafe diftance fropi the go^ 
vemment of Rohefpierte, have heard of its 
terrific influence, but thofe who were placed 
within its favage grafp. Alas I at the mo- 
ment 
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STATE OF SWlT:2ERLAHtoi J 

ment of my efcape, how many, immured irt 
the dungeons of the tyrant, vainly wifhcd 
to purchafe, at the price of all they poflef* 
fed, the privilege of forfaking a country^ 
compofed only of executioners and o£ 
victims I 

The road from Paris to Bafil leads fbf 
the moft part along a level country> which 
difplays a picture of fertility, but few fcenes 
of beauty or grandeur, except a branch of 
the Vofges, which we traverfed near BeU 
fort, and whofe fwelling mountains, pre- 
senting faint traces of thofe we were going 
to contemplate,, we faw bounding our ho- 
rizon, and ilretching along the plains of* 
Alface* 

1 found Bafil cfouded With fll^gef s of 

all ranks, and all nations^ being, at that 

period, when general hoftility had barred 

the paffes from one country to another, al- 

B 2 moft 
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4 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

moft the only fpot left open for the tranf- 
aiftions. of commerce, the afylum of the 
fugitives, aiid .the dawning negociations of 
peaces . 

The firft view of Switzerland awakened 
my enthufiafm moft powerfully—** At 
length/' thought I, ** am I going to con- 
template that interefting country, of which 
X have never heard without emotion !— I 
to! going to gaze upon images of nature j 
images of which the idea has fo often 
fwelled my imagination, but which my 
eyes have never yet beheld.— I am going 
to itpofe my wearied fpirit on thofe fublinlc 
objeds— to footh my dcfponding heart with 
the hope that the moral diforder 1 have 
witiiefled Ihall be redified, while I gaze 
on nature in all her admirable perfedtions ; 
and how delightful a tranfition fliall I find 
in the pidhire of focial happincfs which 
Switzcrknd prcfents ! I fliall no longer fee 

liberty 
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STATE OP SWITZERLAND* 5 

liberty profaned and violated ; here flie 
fmiles .upon the hills^ and decorates th^ 
vallies, and finds, in the uncorrupted fimpli- 
city of this people, a firmer barrier than in 
the craggincfs of their roclfis, or the Ihows 
of tl^ir Glaciers !*' ' 

Such were my meditations when I firft 
fct my foot on the foil of Switzerland ; th^ 
fcenery of the* country more than fulfilled 
the glowing promife of imagination^ With 
refpedt to the charad^r and manners of tJoA 
people, a refidence of feveral weeks at Ba ftl 
fomewhat chilled my enthufiafm: I had 
frequent opportunities of mixing in theii 
focieties, and difcemed neither, the Icve o£ 
arts, of literature, of liberty, or of any 
earthly good, but money— 1 heard of no- 
thing but the comparative value of louis, 
and affignats ; and if I had not feen the 
Rhine rolling its turbulent waves majefti^ 
cally by the* windows, I might have fan^ 
B 3 cied 



Digitized by 



Google 



A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

cied myfelf in ^Change-alley, or the Perrort 
of the Palais Royal. 

But if I was difappointed, it was perhaps 
my own fault, or rather the fault of former 
travellers. Warmed with enthufiafm for 
the natural beauties of the country, fancy, 
which loves the dreams of happinefs and 
pcrfedlion, has delighted to aflbciate with 
thofe enchanting fcenes the charm of conge- 
nial fociety ; and to conneft with the fub- 
lime landfcape the higher qualities of mind. 
Imagination places ftock-jobbers and ufurers 
with as much reludance amidft the gran-, 
deur of Swifs fcenery, as it would fill with 
a mifhapen Gothic image the niche of a 
Qrccian temple. It muft be indeed admits 
ted, that the love of gold is a t^e pretty 
generally difFufed throughout Europe ; that 
neither the inhabitants of Paris nor of Lon- 
don can be taxed wirh any remarkable iixdif- 
ferencc for riches ; nor have wealthy perfohs 
3 in 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 7 

in either of thofe capitals any reafon to 
complain of the negledlof their fellow citi- 
zens ♦ But although the people of moft 
i:ountries are; with rdpeiSl to tlie refearcTies 
of gain, burghers of Baffl, during the hours 
of the morning, the evening at leaft is de- 
voted to * amufement, to focial pleafure, to 
friendfhlp, to fome oTDJeft that cheers, or 
fooths the heart, and the projeds of intereft 
are -laid afide till the morrow. At Bafil 
alone, the toils of trade find no relaxation ; 
they begin with the day, but do not finiih 
at its clofe ; (ince even the hours of recrea- 
tion are made fubfervient to the views of 
intereft; and die only fpecies of amufe- 
ment in which the burghers of that city in- 
dulge themfelves, is one at which they 
can arrange their commercial dealings, ftwkc 
bargains, and vigorously purfue that main 
chance which appears to be, their " feeing's 
end, and aim.** 

B4 With 
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8 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

With.thofe views, the men have formed 
themfelvcs into different focieties^ called 
tabagieSf or fmoking-dubs, becaufe all the 
members fmoke moft furioufly. Each club 
is compofed of nearly the fame age, a cuftom 
to which tbe love of equality perhaps gave 
rife, but which is obferved to be extremely 
prejudicial to the manners 6i the young men 
of Bafil, by excluding all forms of deference 
and politenefs, as well as all meajas of im- 
provement. With refpedl to thefe things, 
there i^ indeeql nothing peculiar to the clubs 
of Bafil j fince from Brockets, compofed of 
the honourable members of the Britilh par^ 
liament,' to thefe tabagies, filled with the 
fenators of the laudable Helvetic Body, a 
man who has long frequented fuch meetings 
becomes entirely unfit for all other fociety ; 
he foon thinks it an hardfhip to pafs an 
evening elfewhere, and terrns all other 
company conftrdnt, Jb^caufe it wants the 
cafe of a tavern, where tumult is miftaken 
X for 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND, 9 

for gaiety, and familiarity for friendlJiip. 
But while in other places the tafte for clubs 
is confined to a few perfons, Bafil is a 
town of dubbifts, containing no lefs than 
twelve fmoking focieties, each compofed of 
about fixty members, who meet every af- 
ternoon at an early hour, drink tea amidft 
the exhilarating fumes of tobacco, difcufs 
the political fituation,. but far more indefa* 
tigably the commercial affairs of the town, 
calculate the gains and lofles of the day,^ 
form new fchemes of acquiring wealth, 
and feparate at the hour of fupper before 
they have faid one word on any fiibjedl pf 
tafte, or literature. 

The ladies of Bafil, abandoned by the 
men, have recourfe to clubs alfo, and Ibme- 
times twenty ladies affemble together with- 
out one man being of the party, although to 
fuch as prefent'themfelves, admittance, far 
from being refufed, is even gratefully ac- 
corded; 
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corded ; and fometimes a ftranger taking 
advantage of the pofture of afiairs at Bafil» 
which leads a coterie of young handfomc 
women to confider his company as a favour, 
pays his homage to the ladies, while clouds 
of other incenfe are rifing in every quarter 
of the town from the tabagies where their 
abfent hufbands are convened. 

The female focieties of Bafil are formed 
from infancy of children of the fam6 age, 
and of the fame clafs; and during their 
childhood, the equality of years is fo ftridlly 
ohferved in thefe focieties, that lifters, whofe 
ages differ three or four years, have their 
feparate coteries in the fame houfe^ There 
is fomething foothing in the idea of thefe 
infant affociations; it feems forming ano- 
ther barrier for our helplefs fex, againft the 
future tempefts of the world ; and no doubt 
many a fair member of thefe young focie- 
tieS; when bailed by thofe ftorms of mis- 

fprtune, 
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STATE OF SWITZERLAND* II 

fortune, which often beat with the moft pi- 
tilefs fury againfl: hearts that can leaft rcfift 
their violence, recalls with tender regret 
the fecial circle of her childhood ; and per- 
haps finds in the fympathy of fome fenialc 
companion, to whom fhc is endeared by the 
charm of thofcx early recoUeilions, a fource 
of confolation and relief. The young un- 
married women, and the dowagers, have all 
their diftindt circles, fometimes increafed by 
the admiffion of fifters-in-law, who become 
part of the family, and fometimes by the 
introdudion of accidental acquaintances. ' 

They aflemble by invitation ^/ucceflivelj 
at each other *s houfes, ufually at three in the 
afternoon j an hour which, though morn- 
ing with refped to dinner, and all the bufy 
occupations of life at London and Paris, 
finds the day far advanced at Bafil ; where 
dinner is ferved, when it is noon, by the 
clocks of that city, which, for feveral cen- 
turies 

> . Digitized by VjOOQIC, 



^2 A VI?W OF THE PRESENT 

Juries paft, have kq>t the van^guard of 
time, and for fome reafon, forgotten in the 
Japfe of ages, probably becaufe not- worth 
being reraenxbered, ftrike twelve in defiance 
of common fenfe and convenience, when the 
folar Ihadow points eleven^ 

The ladies prefent themfelves at their co* 
teries with their work-bags upon their arms^ 
and work and converfation begin together ; 
the latter turns, as in other uninftruded 
minds, upon the ^very-day goffip of ordi'^ 
nary life. When the domeftic detail of, 
houfliold anecdote, md the tattle of town 
fcandal fail, they haflen to cirds— what 
other refource is left ? Time cannot be filled 
up,. as it often is in mixed focieties, by th? 
flutter of coquetry, and the arts of afFeda- 
tion on one fide, and by the offices of galan- 
try, or the ftare of libertinifm on the other, 

*« Where none admire, 'tis ufelefe to excel ; 

« Where nonearc Beaux, 'tis vain to be a Belle/* 

At 
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At thefe aflcmblies the place of honor is 
at the window, to which in every houfe at 
Bafil convex mirrors are fixed, and give a 
view of all that is paffing in the ftreets to a 
confiderable diftanoe. Thefe mirrors, con- 
fulted every moment by the ladies ^f Bafil, 
not to view themfelves, but their neigh- 
bours,"Would have fumifhed Thomfon, had 
he lived in that city, with another image in 
his caftk of indolence, of the means of mur- 
dering time. 

Tea is brought at four in the afternoon, 
accompanied by an hsmdfome collation, con- 
filling of paftry, fruits, creams, and fweet-* 
meats, and often of ham, and other cold 
meats. This fubftantial kind of refrefh- 
ment is not found unacceptable after a very 
copious dinner, and with the perfpedive of 
a iblid fupper ; the Swifs in general being 
poflefled of a moft powerful appetite, per- 
haps arifing from the keennefs of their 

mountain 
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mountain air. A dull game of commerce 
drags on the lingering hours till eight in thfe 
evening, when the ladie^ feparate, after a 
profufion of compliments, whicjh thi^- have 
not yet relinquifhed for the French mode of 
gliding out of the room. 

, Sometimes their Liege- Lords, the clubbifts,, 
make a facrifice of one dear evening of 
fmoke and ftock-jobbing, to the women ; 
on thefe gala occafions, the card^party cbn- 
! eludes with a fupper, fufficiently luxurious, 
but which might be more amufing ; and 
as the law forbids any carriages to roll 
through the ftreets after eleven, the com- 
pany ufually feparate at that hour. '■ 

Fathers and mothers of families, who 
have children married, fix one day of the 
week, which they call kurjour de families 
when all their offspring affemble at their 
houfe at dinner, fometimes to the fourth, 

^fth. 
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fifth, and even fixth generation; for the 
women marry very young, and not long 
fince there were not lefs than fix ladies in 
Baiil, whofe grand-children were grand- 
mothers. There is fomething refpeftable^ 
and even afFe<3:ing in thefe patriarchal meet- 
ings ; they feen) a means of drawing clofer 
thofe ties of confanguinity which are the 
befl refuge againft human ills ; in \vhich 
the pureft affedions of the heart mingle 
themfelves with the wants and weaknefs of 
our nature ; guiding with watchful tender* 
pefs the wanderings of youth, and fupport- 
ing with unwearied care the feeblenefs of 
age. 

The public amufements of Bafil were 
fulpended by the rnagiftrates, we were told, • 
on account of the public calamities ; the 
chief of which was the dearnefs of pro- 
vifions : an evil the more eafily to be 
borne, as the town , was then reaping an 

abundant 
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abundant harveft of gold from the calami- 
ties of other countries. Once a week indeed, 
the dulnefs of a card aflcmbly was permitted 
to replace that of the coteries ; and an occa- 
-^iional concert harmonized the foul; but 
dancing was a diverfion too light for the 
times, and even a fet of dancing-dogs, of- 
fending againft the ftatute, were formally 
expelled by the Chajfe-Coquiriy probably in 
confequence of the general order of the Com- 
million of Six, inftituted at that' period fof 
clearing the town of unprofitable ftranger«s. 
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CHAP. II. 

Qdparaiive View of the Spirit of Commerce in France j be^ 
fore^ andfince the Revolution. '^^Paper S^ek. — FemaU 
• Traders arid C0ntrd£f9rs. 

•' ' - * 

In France, a coiyitry fo near Switzferland 
in its geographical fituatipn, but fo diftant 
in the charaCler and'^difpofition bf the pto^ 
pie, things in this refpe<a are managed bet-^ 
t?r ; ;and although the French are lately be- 
cohpie in fome fort alfo a nation of ufurers 
and ftock-jobbersj their mode of toiling for 
wealth, and their mode of fpending it, ar« 
altogether difierent from the plodding ufages 
of their neighbours. 

The revolution which deftroyed monar- 
chy in France, overthrew at the fame time 
the empire of ancient prejudices and habits* 
Before that event, vanity was the govern*^ 
ing fpring of French adtion, and theprin-* 
cipal aim, and aliment of that vanity, was 

VOL. I. C rank 
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rank and titles. A trader only laboured to 
procure ju^ money enough to purchafe i 
charge of treafurer of France, qx fecfetairi 
du roiy and when thus honourably ennobled^ 
confidered it as beneath his dignity to con^ 
tinue any longer that commerce which had 
ferved as the ftep-ladder to his elevation* 

' But the fcene is now'reveHed* Nobility 
cxifts no longer^ and opini<Mis have under^ 
gone as great a revolution as titles 2xA for-* 
tunes. The poor arc enriched ; the rich 
are impoverished ; labour is become necef- 
fary; induftry flourifhes on the ruins of 
vanity;, and^ as the impetuous French ar«t 
ever in extremes, their ancient difdain of 
jnercaatile occupations is fucceeded by a- 
fort of rage for cornmerce* To this new 
fury they are animated, not only by the 
egll of lieccffity, but by the defire of en- 
joyment. This people, the ever ardent 
lovers of pleafure, pant to repair thofe mo-* 
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jrients of terror and deflation which were loil 
to their MCuftompd, their beloved gaieties* 
*rhey feek amufement with new eager* 
nefs, and the dangers which they find at»» 
toidant (XiB, revolution, only ierve to attach 
them more to the prefent moment, on the 
Epicurean principle of uncertainty refpeiS:-* 
ing the future* 

Immenie coftihiercial refburccs afe ^ound 
in the fertilityj the extent, the fituatiixi, aclid 
the warrts of the French Republic i but 
nothing i»n be more amufing than the va* 
rious whimfical directions into which the 
aidtive, reftlefs genius of the people, have 
Hirned their prefent rage for traffio All 
grafp at fomething ftrange^ and foittething 
great ; a new world feems opening to their 
View, and which aU model after their own 
fafliion* Every man hw feized upon dome 
profound ^ifCovery, fome happy fpecula«i 
tiQOy which will infallibly poiur forth an 
I C 2 ever- 
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ever-flowing ftream of inexhauftiblc weailthi 
When one chimera fails> another fwiftly 
fpringsup; dl is ** bjubble, bubble, toil 
and trouble ;" fpurred hf hope, or goaded 
by Want, every rtian mounts the hobby* 
horfe of his imagination, and >\^hips if up 
to fome marvdlous atdhievement. 

One citizen frames ftoves of paper more 
flurable than brafs or fteel; another eredls 
mills that fcom the aid of fire, wind, or 
water ; another extra<fts new chemical fub-^ 
fiances, which, when applied to commerce, 
are to produce riches beyond the vifions of 
the alchemifts. AH announce that they 
have fet their inventive talents upon the 
a^vil, nierely for the good of their country; 
and as the ideas which the revolution has 
awakened, have given every individual in 
France fome floating notions of his own 
importance, every man, however ignorant 
or miftaken, boldly brings forward his in^ 

fallible 
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fallible plan, infifts upon his right of 
being heard by his fellow-citizens, and 
calls upon every capitalift to haften to 
him with his funds, and calculate, if he 
can, the enormous mafs of intereft with 
which the wings of every moment will be 
loaded, 

Thofe who decline fetting up as invent- 
ors, and^ enlightening the world by difco- 
veries, although they refufe to travel 
through unknown trads of commercial 
cnterprize, at leaft engage in more beaten 
paths of gain. Throughout the wide ex- 
tent of the Republic, Gothic abbies are 
transformed into manufad:ories, cloifters 
beconme work-fhops, chapels are converted 
into warehoufes, the recefles of folitary 
fupcrlHtion are invaded, and the hollow 
echoes of the lorig-refounding aifles, which 
were once only tefponfive to the folemn 
flow-breathed chant, now repeat the rude 
C 3 diflb- 
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diflbnance of the workman's tools. A 
ftrange confufion of images is excited it\ 
the mind by the prcfent contemplation of 
thefe antique edifices, which imagination 
has been accuftomed to appropriate to con-» 
genial inhabitants, pacing filently along 
their vaulted phages in floating garments, 
inftead of which you now meet the bare- 
armed, brawny artificer, ^hd all ideas of 
folemn ftillnefs vaniih amidft the rude 
gabble of his noify brood. No doubt an 
artifan is far more ufeful than a mqnk, but 
he looks much lefs pidturefque when placed 
beneath a ruined arch, and gazed at in per^ 
fpedtive. 

While fpeculators in the country are 
converting abbies into manufadlories, fpe- 
culators in Paris are perhaps, on a furer 
principle of calculation, transforming palaces 
into reforts of public amufement, fo new, 
fo various, arid fo Grecian in all their plans 

and 
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gnd defignations, that to trace a flight (ketch 
pf them will require one of our whole fol^ 
lowing chapters. 

The fyftem of paper-money contributed 
to cherifh the new fpirit of fpecuUtion iii 
prance, by fuffering the imagination to rov^ 
amidft ideal regions of vifionary wealthy 
The moft triflipg purqh^f^ or tranfadion, 
at that period, h^d fomething in it of found-t 
jng greatoefs ; ^ pair of fhoes cofl a thou-? 
fand livres, an ell of ribband five hundred j 
juid as the women in France have even morq 
?iftive fpirit^ than the men, every lady whq 
had fifty, or a hundred thoufand livres in 
her pocket-book, confidered herfelf as a 
fort of capitalift j and hearing inceflahtly 
from all parts, and in all diredlions, that 
commerce was the infallible road to wealth, 
immediately fet up with thofe folid funds 
fome fpecics of trade^ On? ladv provided 
C4 ^ herfelf 
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tierfelf with a cargo cf pocket handker- 
chiefs, another with an aflbrtment of 
flioes; fome fold tallow-candles, fome 
wax; fome dealt in powder, and others 
in fnufF; but all had their little traffic, all 
were animated by the fame reftlefs fpirit of 
gain* This fpecies of commerce, however, 
was of fleeting duration. Sterne has ob- 
ferved, that Frenchmen conceive, better than 
they combine ; ftill more jujftly may this 
obfervation be applied to French women ; 
who, when they became adventurers in the 
new world of traffic, exulted in the rapid 
augmentation of their wealth; and were 
aftonifhed to find that the merchandize, 
which was to replace the ftock, could no 
longer be purchafed with the fame capi- 
tal; till at length they difcovercd, that 
their magnificent commercial profits were 
a fort of fairy-gold, which, when touch- 
led, turned to fand ; and that it was not 

the 
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the merchandize which had increafed in 
price, but the affignats that had diminifhed 
in value. . 

A few of the moft beautiful, and the 
moft intriguing of the fair Parifians, be- 
came the agents and emiflaries of their 
friends, lovers, or hufbands, in the public 
offices ; and the marine, th? war, and the 
home-departments, were filled with female 
contradlora and negociators, who, for the 
moft part, found that republican committees 
made no better defence than polilhed courts, 
againft the formidable artillery of bright 
eyes, gay Imiles, lively fallies, and ani- 
mated graces ; artillery which French wo^ 
men know better how to wield, than the 
women of any other country. Minifters 
and commiflaries felt the energy of argu- 
ments uttered by ruby lips, and the claims 
of a petition offered by a foft hand> of 
which the naked well-fhaped arm was 

grace- 
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gracefully ftrctched out; and, upon the 
whole, the women of France,, to whom, 
by the Conftitutional Ad:, all rights have 
been denied, find that they ftill hold a to- 
lerably defpotic empire over their lords and 
mailers, the fovereign people. 

Of *i different clafs from thefe female nc-* 
gociators and merchants, were thofe women^ 
who, CMice poffeffed of all that rank and for-? 
tune could beftow, were now reduced to fup- 
ply the prcffing wants of the moment, by a 
melancholy fpedes of traffic; by felling 
various pieces of ornamental needle- work, 
which they had once been taught to execute 
as an amufement, or by making a profef- 
fion of thofe arts which they had once ac^ 
quired as the acccMiiplifhmedts of an elegant 
education. Above all, drawing has proved 
an ufeful refource in thefe circumftanccs, 
Many a lady 1ms found in her pencil, a 
means of fubfiftencc for herfelf and family ]{ 

many 
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many a finiflied landfcape, deftined to grace 
a cryftal boudoir ^ or decorate a gilded pa- 
villion, has fervcd to furijifh the fair artift 
with the cruft of bread which, in fomc 
lonely garret, Ihe mpiftens with her tears^ 
What a long and mournful page of tran- 
fitions the domeflif: ^innals of a revolutipii 
^ppitain I 
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CHAP. III. 

jfaiufiinenis of Parh.^^BaUs.-^Fefthak.^^ Supper given 
by a Contra^ivn-^Drefs.^'^Par^iUel between a ContraStur 
and m Stack'holder. — New Jri/lacracy.'-^ Modern Royal- 
i/tsti'^Ode$n.-^Bals a la ViSiime.'^TivQlu'-^Elyftum.^-^ 
Ba^atilU and other Public Gard^tii.'^Gkciers of Paris. 

If the morning at Paris is devoted Xq bvifi- 
nefs, the evening at leaft belongs to plea- 
fure : over thofe hours (he holds an undivid- 
ed empire, but is worfhipped at innumer- 
able altars, and hailed by ever- varying 
rituals^ 

During the laft winter the amufements 
of twenty-four theatres, which were opened 
every night, were every night fucceeded by 
public and private balls, in fuch numbers, 
that there were no lefs than tivo thoufand 
ball-rooms infcribed on the regifters of the 
police, which keeps its wakeful vigils over 
every fort of amufement, in all their grada- 
tions, from the bright blaze of waxen tapers 
which difplays the charms of nymphs 
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dreffcd ^ la fduvage^ ox a k grec^ who 
grace the fplendid ball de Richlieui to the 
oily lamp which lights up the feventh ftoryi 
OT the vaulted cellar^ where the blind fidler's 
animating fcrape calls the fovereiga people 
to the cotillon of wooden Ihoes, 

Thefe two thoufand ball-rooms of the 
caf)ital aflford ample proof that no revolu- 
tion has taken place in the manners of the 
French, and that they are ftiil a dancing 
nation. They have indeed of late fully de- 
monftrated to the world that they are capa- 
ble of greater things ; and that when the 
energies of their fouls are called forth, they 
can follow Buonaparte acrofs the bridge of 
Lodi i but when their minds return to their 
natural pofition, every barrack has a room 
appropriated for dancing, and the heroes of 
Arcole, as well as the mufcadins of Paris, 



" All knit hands, and beat the ground 
« III a light /antaftic round," 
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The fetes of the court, it is afferted hf 
the few perfons remaining in France, hf 
whom they were frequented, were but taw- 
diry fplcndour compared with the clafliod 
elegance which prevails at the fetes of our 
republican contradkors* As a fpecimen of" 
thefe private balls, I fhall trace a fliort Iketch 
of a dance lately given by one of the fur-^ 
niihers of ftores for fleets and arniies, in his 
fpacious hotel, where all the furniture^ in 
compliance with the pref^t fafhion at Pa* 
jpis, is anti(^ue ; where all that is not Greek 
i» Roman j where ftately filken beds, mafly 
fbphas, worked tapeftry, and gilt ornamimts^ 
are thrown afide as rude Gothic magnifi- 
cence, and every couch refemblcs that of 
t^erides, every chair thofe of Ciceifb; where? 
every wall is finifhed in arabefque, like thi 
baths of Titus, and every table, upheld by 
Caftorsand PoUuxes, is covered with Athe- 
nian bufts and. Etrufcan vafes; where- 
that modem piece of fvuniture a clock is 
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concealed beneath the claffic bar of Phoebus^ 
ind the dancing hours; and evdry china* 
nejr-iron is fupportid by a Sphinx, or a 
Grifiin. The drefs of his female vifitor$ 
Was iii perfedt harmony with the furniture 
of his hotel J for although the Pariiiait 
ladies arc not fufped:ed of any obftinate at* 
tachment to Grecian modes of goverrimentt 
they are moft rigid partizans of Grecian 
tnodes of drefs, adorned like the, contem- 
poraries of Afpafia-^he loofe light drapery, 
the naked arm, the bare bofom, the fandaled 
feet, the circling zone, the gcddch diaihs* 
the twifting treffcs^ all difpJay the moft m^ 
flexible eonfonnity to the laws of republi- 
can coftume; The moft fashionable hair- 
diefler of Faris^ in. order to accoffimod^e 
faimfeif to die. daflical tafle of his fair cuf* 
tamers^ is provided with a variety of an-^ 
tique buih as models ; and when he waits 
on a lady, enquires if flae chufcs to he dreft 
that day a la Cleopatre^ la Dianne, or la 
I PJche? 
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PJycbe? Sometimes the rliangeful nympk 
is a veflal, fometinies a Venus ; but the laft 
rage has been the Niob^^ of late fat and 
lean-j gay and grave, old and young, have 
bedi all h la Niab^^ and the many-curled 
periwig, thrown afide by the fafhionablo 
dafs, now decorates the heads of pretty 
fhop-keepers* 

The fair Grecians being determined not 
to injure the contour of fine forms by fu- 
perfluous incumbrances, no falhionabic 
lady at Paris wears any pockets, and the 
inconvenience of being without is obviated 
by flicking her fan in her belt. Aiding in a 
flat purfe of morocco leather, only large 
enough to contain a few louis, at the fide of 
her neck, and giving her fnufF-box and her 
pocket-handkerchief to the care of the gen- 
tleman who attends her, and to whom fhe 
applies for them whenever flic has occa- 
sion. 

S For 
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For a fhort time during the winter, in 
defiance of froft and fnow, the coftume of 
a few reigning belles was not a la grec^ but 
a lafauvage. To be dreffed a la fauvag^, 
was to have all that part of the ixzmt which 
was not left uncovered clad in a light dra« 
pery of flefti colour. The boddice under 
which no linen was worn (fhifts being an 
articfe of drefs Icmg fince rejected at Paris, 
both by the Greeks and the Savages) the 
boddice was. made of knitted filk, clinging 
exadly to the Ihape, which it perfectly dif* 
played; tiie petticoat; was on one fide 
twilled lijp by a light feftoon ; and the feet, 
which w^rc either bare or covered with a 
filk (locking of flefh colour, fo woven as to 
draw upon the toes like a glove upon the 
fingers, were decorated with diamonds. 
Thefe gentle favages, however, found thenw 
felves fo rudely treated, whenever they ap-* 
peared, by the fovereign multitude, that at 
length the fafliions of Otaheite were thrown 

VOL. I. D afide, 
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afide, and Greece remains the (landing order 
of the day. 

But to return to the contradlor; and his 
ball— after feveral hours had paft in danc- 
ing cotillons, which the young women of 
Paris perform with a degree of perfection— * 
a light pymphifti grace unfeen elfewhere-^ 
and after the walfe, which is now never 
forgotten at a Paris ball, had proved that 
the Heady heads of Niobes were not to be 
made giddy, the company were led to a 
fupper furniflied with Eaftem magnificence^ 
and decorated with attic tafte. After fup- 
per the folding doors of the faloon were 
thrown open to a garden of confiderable ex^ 
tent, beautifully illuminated with coloured 
lamps, and its trees bending with lavifii 
clufters of fruits of every feafon, and every 
climate, formed of ice, while fountains 
poured forth flreams of orgeat, lemonade, 
and liqueurs. 

But 
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But while thiefe imitators of Greece and 
Rome are revelling in Afiatic luxury, you 
hear them lamenting tnoft pathetically thd 
fubverfion of the ancient regime ; that re- 
gime, which would at leaft have had thus 
much of juftice, that it would have retained 
thefe perfonages in the anti-chambers of the 
faloons they now occupy ; to which anti-* 
chambers they would with a counter-revo- 
lution moft probably return. One is obliged 
to offer up an invocation to patience, when 
condemned to liften to their declamations 
agair^ that new order of things to which 
folely they owe their elevation* 

There is indeed one clafs of perfofis, be-< 
fore whole complaints of the revolution^ 
however bitter, the mind humbles itfelf in 
fympathetic forrow. The poor rentier ^ 
while he lips his Spartan black-broth^ 
which he is forced to procure by parting, in 
lad gradation, v^ith all the relicks of his 
D a former 
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former fplendour, with watches, rings^ 
furniture, and clothes : he indeed, if he com- 
plains, is to be pitied, and if he forbears 
ccmiplaiht, is to be revered I But alas, there 
is fo much of tra|;ical detail in the pages of 
the great book^ a thing which has long 
fince been called a great evil, that we mufl 
give it at leaft a whole chapter to itfelf* 

At prefent I fhall only obfervc, that the 
reign of terror has a6led upon thi& country 
like fome mighty peftilence,; which not only 
fweeps away devoted millions in its fury,^ 
but leaves an obnoxious t^int upon every 
objedt where it has pafled. The reign of 
terror has given a fatal Wound to the ener- 
gies of public fpirit ;. ordinary minds. have 
miflaken the execrable abufes of liberty for 
an efFedt of the generous principle itfelf :. 
the vidims of revolutionary govemment 
have lifted up their complaining v^icej, allr 
the' emotions of fympathy^ and all the feel- 
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ings of indignation have been called forth ; 
and the partizans of the ancient regime have 
left no art unpraftifed, no fedudion un- 
tried, to take advantage of thefe difpofitions 
in favor of their own fyftem. 

Thofe who have been too rapidly enrich- 
ed by the revolution have endeavoured to hide 
the obfcurity of their origin, by mimicking 
the tones of thofe who have titles and honors 
to regret, till ariftocracy has defcended fo 
low, that it will foon perhaps be exploded, 
like any other falhion, when taken up by 
the vulgari Many of the fair wives of 
titled emigrants, or blooming widows of 
murdered nobles, who have made fuch fe- 
, coi>d marriages, that we might well apof- 
trophize them in the language of Hamlet ; 

«' Such an aft 
*' That blurs the grace and blulh of modeftjrt 
** Calls virtue hypocrite, 
** Makes- marriage vows' 
** As felfe as Dicers' oaths." 

D ^ Thefe 
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Thefe very ladies, who have taught their 
new-made Liege- Lords to ape their counter^ 
revolutionary follies, will at length be 
afhamed of their ariftocracy, when they 
find how fuccefsfully they, are rivalled io 
thofe fentiments by their milliners and man- 
tua.-makers* A writer of a late political 
pamphlet has given an admirable reafoji 
why our Parifian belles will foon lay afide 
the tone of eternal lamentations for the 
overthrow of delpotifm. ^* Seven years,** 
fays he, ** have already elapfed iince the 
epocha of the revolution: feven years is a 
period of fome length in the hiftory of a 
youthful beauty, and a lady will foon not 
be able to regret the monarchy under the 
penalty of paUing for old.'* I believe every 
perfon who has ftudied the female heart, 
will agree \yith this writer, that the re- 
public has a tolerable chance upon this prin- 
ciple of obtaining ere long many fair pro- 
felytes. 

: The 
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The fans, fparkling: with fip^nghd^eurs 
de lys^ will then bq broken; the rings, 
bearing the infignia of royalty, will be 
melted down; and the porte-feuilles^ and 
bon-bonnieresy with their fliding-lids, dif- 
playing the forbidden images of regal great- 
nefs, will no longer be borne about in a fort 
of triumphal manner, not from a fentiment 
of forrow, by thofe who, attendant on their 
perfons, and balking in their fmiles, arc 
privileged to difplay more than that gene- 
ral regret for their unhappy deftiny which 
humanity feels ; but from a fenfation of va- 
nity by thofe, who perhaps never breathed 
the fame atmofphere ; never, even at awful 
diftance, gazed upon the originals of thofe 
pictures which they now affed: to chcrifh 
as the tender memorials of peculiar favor. 
Thefe relicks, we may venture to predid:, 
will be offered up in one mighty facrifice 
9X the flirine of the republic, the moment 
D4 it 
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it is well underftood that to be a republi-- 
(^, is to be young. ^ 

Public balls, as welj as concerts, were 
held laft winter at the theatre Franfais^ 
whidi, after having been long fhut up, was 
repaired, embelliflied, and baptized by the 
Greek name of die Qd^n; and thi^ no jes^- 
loufy might exift between the balls, wd con-r 
certs, on account of this daffical nomenda* 
turc, the balls immediately received t|ie ^p^f 
pellation of tbiafes. 

But the mpft fingular fpecies k^ amuie^ 
ment which the laft winter produced, wero 
fubfcriptiocirballs, entiled ^s bals it la t^ic^ 
time. Such, and fo powerful was the rage 
for plcafure. that a certain number of its 
votaries, who^ during the tyranny of Ro- 
befpierre, had loft their nearcft relations of\ 
the fcafFold, inftitut^d, not days of fuch 

folempi 
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fblemn, fad commemoration, as is dear tQ , 
the fuperftition of tendemefs, wljen,. in * 
melandioly proceffion, clad in fable,, and 
wreathed with cy prefs , they might have knelt, 
a mourning multitude, around the fpot where 
the mutilated bodies of their muridered pa- 
rents had been thrown by: the executioner; 
and; bathed the fod with thofe bitter tears 
which- filial affedion, or agonized Ipve, flicd 
over the broken ties of nature, or of paf- 
fKfti — no 1-r-the c(Mnmempra,tive rites, which 
thefe mourners offered to the manes of their 
mafTacred relations, were feftive baljs 1 To 
thefe ftrangc, unhallowed orgies, no one 
could be admitted who had not loft a father, 
a mcrther^ a hufb^nd, a wife, a brother, . or 
a fifter, on the guillotine ; but any perfoa 
with a certificate of their execution in hi$ 
pocket-book, not only obtained* admiffion, 
but might dance as IcMig, and as merrily a; 
heart could wifh. Had Holben been pre* 
fjpnt at fuch a fpedacle, no doubt he would 

have 
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have enriched his <leath-dance widi new 
images, and led forward each gay nymph 
by an attendant headlefe fpedre. The in- 
dignant cry of public opinion, however, 
was at length heard above the mufic of the 
walfe and the cotillon ; and tlie bal a la 
viBime exifts no longer to bear its powerful 
teftimony to a depravation, not merely of 
manners, but of the heart. 

If in the winter, conformably to our Gre- 
cian ideas at Paris, concert-rooms became 
Odeons^ and the Niobes and the Titus's 
danced in a tbiafe^ fummcr can boaft of 
more than equal honors; fince then we 
never tread but on attic ground, ?nd never 
fufFer ourfelves to be pleafed but when plea- 
fure prefents herfelf with a claflical appel- 
lation. Witnefs ye gardens of Tivoli, ye 
bowers of Idalia, ye winding walks of Ely- 
(ium, ye grottos of Venus, ye vales of 
Tempe, ye groves of Theflaly ! witneft 

with 



Digitized by 



Google 



STATE OV SWITZERLAND. 43 

with what fond alacrity the lovers of anti-f 
quity fly in multitudes to your enchanting 
receffes, where the arching trees are hung 
with innumerable lamps of varying colours, 
where the ear is exhilarated with the founds 
of mufic, and the eye i$ chcared with the 
movements of the dance ; and where eyery 
evening the hour of ten ferves as a general 
^gnal, at which the whok city of Paris 
feems one vaft theatre for the difplay of 
fireworks. A ftranger who fhould enter 
this city at night by the bridge of Npuilly. 
might fuppofe that he had reached this 
fcene of great events at fome important 
^pocha, which had occafipned a general re- 
joicing. On his right he would difcera 
the lights of Bagatelle ^ beaming through 
the Bois de Bqulogne^ and would pafs cjofc 
to the brilliant entrance of Idaiia; on his 
Jeft he would be dazzled by the illumina.- 
tions of the Elyfium; while, as he M- 
vaijced, he would difcern, above eyery 

quarter 
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quarter of the town, the tall (ky-rockctt 
darting their vivid flafli, and would hear in 
all direftions the light explofions of en- 
chanted palaces, with bright arcades and 
fairy columns ; ^ 

*' The crackling flames appear on high, 

** And driving fparkles dance along the fky.** 

Bagatelle alone, the once gay retreat of 
the Comte d'Artois, is fufFered, by our 
Grecian amateurs, to retain its old appella- 
tion in favour of the regal images which it 
brings to memory. What food for the 
ramblin^s of the mind along the paths of 
hiftory, when it contrafts the light French 
modern graces of Bagatelle, with the rnaffy, 
Gothic gloom of Holyrood-Houfe 1 It 
may be obferved, that the perfons who arc 
'for ever lamenting the fubverfion of th^ 
ancient regime, are not prevented by 
their regrets from giving all the encou-^ 
ragement in their power to thofe who 

Coa« 
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convert one palace after another into fceries 

of public amufement ; and that they eager-^ 

ly purchafe for half a -crown, the privilege 

of treading gaily every evening with the 

plebeian multitude^ thoie magnificent gatr 

dens and fumptuous hotels, of which the 

pofl^ors have, for the riioft part, as in for^ 

mer profcriptions, paid for their beautiful^ 

retreats at x\lba, with their lives. But 

while thefe lovers of defpotifm forget their 

regrets in their pkafures, the philofophic 

mind wanders often in mufing mood along 

thefe feftive haunts, where the moft (ingu- 

lar combinations croud upon refledlion; and,. 

amift the glowing enthufi^fm .of libexty,; 

mourns thofe partial evils that have clouded 

its brightnefs, and abhors thofe eifuel abufes 

that have fullied its caufe ! ... i 

» 
- '■ » 

When the multiplied engagement; of thqi 

evening da not offer leifure for an excuTfioa 

tQ. Tivoli, or a trip to Idalia, the gay jvorld 

'at 
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at leaft find fufEcient time in the interval be-' 
tween the play and the petit fouper^ to lounge 
for half an hour at one of the faftiionable 
glaciers. A glacier is a fort of cofFeeAoufe; 
eftablilhed in the fine hotels of emigrants, 
fplendidly illuminated, open to perftot of 
both {txcSy and where you pay for your 
admifiiion by eating ices, for which there is 
now fo extraordinary a demand in- Paris, 
that if the following winter fhould prove 
mild, the ice-purveyors will perhaps be 
forced to fend to the department of Mont 
Blanc, in order to furnilh themfelves with 
means of fupplying the enormous wants of 
their cuftomers* 

But let me recall the images moft dear to 
my imagination, by leaving for a while the 
glaciers of Paris, and the fmoking-clubs of 
Bafil, and wandering amidft the fublime 
landfcapes of Switzerland. How delight- 
ful to bid adieu to every-day occurrences, 
5 ocGupa* 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



STATE OF SWITZERLAND. 47 

ocaipations, cares, and pleafures, for the 
contemplation of thofe fcenes of folemn 
grandeur, which form fuch a contraft to 
the littlenefs of ordinary life ! Let me turn 
my fteps towards the firft auguft objedt 
which ftruck my eye in Switzerland, the 
cataradt of the Rhine at Schaffhaufen, to 
which place I was obliged to travel by a 
long circuitous route to'Zurich, fince with 
French paflports the Auftrian territory was 
forbidden ground. A Balois told me be- 
fore my departure, that the catarad of the 
Rhine was fcarcely worth fo much trouble ; 
fmce, " after all,'' faid he, ** it is but a fall 
of water ! " 



CHAP. 
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;CHAP. IV^ 

tiaadffom Bafil into the Canton ofSoIeure. — Swifs TaJIi 
in Gardeningn^^Vlfit to a Farm-houje. — Rural fir- 
remonies. '^Traditionary Story of the Deftru^ion ^ a 
Tyrant. — Baden.^^Zurich, — Refe£fions on the View 
m)er the Lake to the Mps. — fall of the Rhine at Lauf 
fen, — Bridge at Schaffhaufen. 

Through what a delicious country we 
pafled in travelling along the Canton of 
' Bafil to that of Soleure! What beautiful, 
what various combinations of rock, pine- 
clad hills thrown together in noble maflfes, 
and richly covered with their dark-tinted 
verdure; above which a bare peak fome- 
times lifts its fharp fpiral head, as if to 
give efFedt to the landfcape. 

What grateful founds to my ear were the 

murmurs of thofe foothing cafcades, and 

clear rills which had more of beauty than 

2 fublimity. 
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fublimity, but which filled my heart with 
emotion, while I confidcred them as the 
prelude of fcenes, where the water-fall fwells 
into a torrent^ and where, inilead of rapid 
brooks, and fmall ilreams, the broad lake 
fpreads its majeilic expanfe of waters* 

1 was yet only in the veltibule of Swit- 
izerland, and nature appeared to me as if 
lifting . up gradually the veil which con- 
cealed thofe mighty objedls of overwhelm- 
ing grandeur, which my imagination fprung 
forward to meet with enthufiaftic rapture. 
We pafled by feveral country houfes, with 
pleafure-grounds covered with verdant feats, 
bowers, and arbours, profanely cut into all 
the mifhapen forms of Gothic fury, and 
where literally, 

« Grove nbds at grove, each alley has a brother, 
« And half the platform jufts reflets the other.'' 

VOL. 1. E One 
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One friight forgive a Dutchman for clip- 

' ping His tfees, and fquarirtg his walks by 

the fame* tiilc with whidi he cuts his id- 

nak, and digs his ditches ; but here/ in the 

' ver)r teilhfple of nature, where the inhabitant 

has but td'cifthis feye around liifn 4n order 

to learn all that fhe can teach of grace and 

' majefty /it feems difficult to avoid feeKng, 

that jrV/j'.^^^».v kre but hidicrous'mimtckry 

m the neighbourhood of cataira^s, that 

bouquets df yew, and pillars of fir,H[o^e 

much of their effedl when' placed beneath 

hanging woods of pines,* and ^liimns of 

cliffs, and that the romantic 'hills abdve arc 

an eternal fatire on the trim \valks 'below. 

In our way to SchafFhaufen, we'fpctit 
fome agreeable days with afmairpa^ty, dfr 
a farm-houfe in the Canton of Bafil, fituated 
in the nook of a mountain. 'High hiDs 
rife floping roiind this little white dwell- 
ing, covered with fine pafturage, and fcat- 
5 ' ife:cd 
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,^eried over with trees, woody copfes, and 
. fwift rivulets ; flowing down their greea 
fides. An Irifh gentleman, who had hirqd 
apartments in this habitation for the fum- 
mer, and whom.wc went to vj,fit, h^ cut 
winding paths alonj^ the fteep hills with his 
own hands, dircdled the freih fprings to 
flow into cool baths, and placed . Itali^p, 
Xatin, and French infcriptions upon the 
trees, in the <;harn>ing recefles of the hang- 
ing woods. 

When our good farmer bought his 

ground, its appendages of woods, clifl&, 

and rills, had prpbably only entered into his 

fpeculatiolis, fo far as they were the means 

. or the impediments of culture ; but ^n 

. Englilh nobleman, would have purchaf^d 

them, with half his fortune. During our 

ftay in this beautiful retreat we, lived with 

the farmer and his family, eat of their 

E 2 bread. 
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bread, drank of their cup, and found per- 
fed: neatnefs, as well as plentiful hofpita- 
lity at their table. 

The farmer, a plain, honeft, ferifiHc 
Swifs, was proud of his^ country, and aboVe 
all, proud df his privileges, as he happened 
to be a burgher of Balil. He produced a 
kind of placard, which had been in his fe- 
mily, he faid, forages; and we obferved 
that the date was in the middle of the 
fifteenth century. On this large placard 
Was not ill engraven all the memorable hif- 
torical events of Switzerland, lince it begin 
its ftruggles for freedom, with poetry below, 
explaining more fully the atchievements 
which the painting related above. Our far- 
mer felt, his foul animated, and himfelf 
half a warrior, while he gazed on thefe 
glorious triumphs of his anceftors. I wa«, 
perhaps, the more ftruck with his enthu- 

fiafm^ 
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fiafm, becaufe it was the firft time I had 
obferved any fuch fentimcnt fince my arri-. 
val in Switzerland, 

In the commercial parts of that country, 
this feeling of pride in the feats of their 
progenitors is as completely extindt as the 
heroic race itfelf, which is long fince gone 
to the family- vault of all the Capulets ; but- 
in the little or ancient Cantons which were 
the cradle of Swifs liberty, this generous 
fentiment is ftill ^herifhed. The p^afants 
teach their children the pral tale of other 
times, and they early imbibe with the love 
of their own country an inveterate hatred 
againft Auftria, The memory of thofe va- 
lorous deeds is alfo impreifed on the mi?id 
by coarfe paintings, which coyey the walls 
of the pealants* houfes, and are fometimes 
fo large as narrowly to efcape the fate of 
the Vica^pf Wakefield^s family pi<a;ure^ ; ^ 

? 3 The 
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'tl[ic farmer alfo reoomrited • to mc fomc 
pf the ruftic fblemnities which arepra^ifed 
in the Canton of BalGl, where the peasants 
crown with heaps of flowers the hive 
which produces^ the firft* fwarra of bees j 
aid when the cows firft go to grafs in the 
fpring, and leave it in the autumn, a long 
jtroccffion is formed of two cowsr abreaft, 
whofe homs are gayly decorated for the 
gala, aud who arc Ifed on by two whit^ 
cows moft profufely covered with wreaths, 
arid ribbands of various colours. Thi« 
cuilbm, I am told^ is as ancient as the day; 
of Theocritus, who talks of adorning his 
favorite cow with chaplets, 

» 
Many a traditionary tale-gives a moral in- 
tereft to the pidturefque fccnes of this. en- 
chanting country, Iri~ one ofouf aiirings 
on hopfebatk,- during our ftay at the hrm^ 
, hbufe, we pafled through a defile, above 
which rofe piles of cliffs five hundred feet 

high. 
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high, and on tl;ie bww. of oi\e thofe tower- 
ing craggs we difcerned the ruins of a Go- 
thic c^le, two windows of which ftill re- 
ix>aiq, ** Ther?,** faid our guide, point-, 
ing to the frowning fummit of the rock^ 
" iome ages paft %ed a tyr^t s he de- 
lighted in d^folauon ai^d death, and when* 
ever ai^y of his yaflals offended him, he or^ 
dered them^to appear before him, and then 
caufed^ th^ unhappy vi<5liiris to be thrown 
headlong from yonder horrible precipice 
into this gulph bdow. Three centuries, 
fince. his vaflals had their revengp; they 
armed themfelves, climbed up at night by 
almoft iiiacceflible paths to the caftle, which 
thgr furprizcd, and fet op fire, and thq 
tyrant perifhed in the flames.** 

We left, with regret, the farmer's white 

dwelling, and crpffing a part of the chain 

of Jura, proceeded on our journey to Ba- 

d§n, which is th? Badji of Switzerland, 

E 4 celebrated 
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celebrated for the virtues of its hot fprings, 
and is much frequented in fummerj but 
there are no public meetings, and the com- 
pany aflbciate little together. The town is 
furrounded by lofty green hills ; and the 
Limat flows at their feet with an impetu- 
ous rapidity, which feems to realize the 
poetical idea of living waters. We walked; 
along a narrow path along the edge of the 
river to a limpid fountain, where the 
country girls, dreflcd in the picSurefque 
coftume^of the female Swifs pcalantry, 
came to draw water, and gave a more 
paftoral air to the fcene. Bidding farewel 
to Badeu, where we had been received by 
Mr. Barthekmy, the French Ambaflador/ 
with elegant hofpitality, we purfued our 
courfe to ZuriCt 

This neat, and chearful town, is divided 
into two parts by the Limat, and delight- 
fully fituated on the northern extremity of 

its 
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Its noble lake, which fpreads, far as the 
eye can reach, its mafs of limped waters, 
bounded by vine-covered hills, whofeflopes 
are thick-ftudded with houfes and villages / 
while beyond this fcene of pidurefquc 
beauty, the Alps, covered with their eter^ 
nal fnows, rife in the diftant perfpeftive, 
ftretching " towards the fouth-weft, and 
mingling their fummits with the clouds. 
It was not without the moft powerful emo- /' 
tion that, for the firft time, I caft my eyes 
on that folemn, that majeftic vifion, the 
Alps } — how often had the idea of thofc' 
fhipendous mountains filled my heart with 
enthufiaftic awe !— r-fo long, fo eagerly, had 
I defired to contemplate that fcene of won- 
ders, that I was unable to trace when firft 
the wifli was awakened in my bofom — it 
feemed from childhood to have made a part 
of my exiftence— I longed to bid adieu to 
the gayly-peopled landfcapes of Zuric, and 
wander amidft thofc regions of myfterious 
' fubli- 
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fuhlimity , the folitudes of nature,. \vJacrc her 
eternal Jaws -feem at all feafons to forbid 
qacWA^tb^ tte ten3f>or9jfy^ vifits of, man, aij^t 
where, fbmetimes, tlrc dai^gerous paflcs to 
her frozen fummits are inflexibly barred 
againft mortal: fbptfteps. Tl(e pkafure arif-. 
ing from the varying forms of finilipg beauty^ 
with which we were fuifrqun4ed, becanae % 
cold fenfation, while expedta^ioi) hui^ up<^ 
ihoie^ vaft gigantic fti^pes, that half-jfip^ 
chaos which .excited the ftrpnger feelings dE 
wonder, mingled with adn>iration. But lyvas^ 
ob%ed, with wh^tevjcr regret, to rdinquiih 
for theprcfent a ii^arex vie\y, of tfepfp tre- 
mendous obje<fls, fince private a^irs Igfit 
me cHily fufficient leifure to vilGt the catara£| 
cS the Rhine before I riBtifi7>eci to Bafil ; 
whence, hp^i^yer, I foothed n>yfelf with 
tKe l^ope of being fppn ab|e tp depart 
in fearch of tjie terrifip fccn§s of the AJpft, 
and the i;ich lusoudgiit: g^^<a o^ t)^ Italic 
va}lies of S\|(:it^ssrlai|4- It) the ^ogafi tiin^ 

we 
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we paiHed la&ily throji^ Zuric, in ooxtlfgjf 
to SchaflFJmafeti^ for although I had been, 
^urcd that the cataradl of the Rhine was 
** but a fall) of water,** it had* excited fo 
tormenting a curiorfity, that Ifoiind Llhonldi 
he incapable^ of feeing any. thing dfe with, 
plcafure or advantage,, till Lhad.oncejgazed 
upon that objed:. 

When we reached the fummit of the hill 
whieh- leads to the fall of the Rhine, we 
lighted from the carriage, and walked 
down the fteep bank,' whence I faw> the 
river rolling turbulently over its bed of 
rocks, and heard the noife of the torrent, to- 
wards which we were defcending, increaf- 
ing as we drew near. My heart fwelled< 
with expe^tion— our path^ as if formed^ 
to give the fcene i^ full efFedt, concealed for 
fdme time the river from our view ; tilt we 
reached a wooden balcony, prejefting on 
the edge of the water, and wfience, juft 

ftieltcred 
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iheMerod from the torrent, it burfts in all 
its overwhelming wonders on the aftonifh^ 
cd fights That ftupendous catara<ft, rufh-r 
ing with wild impetuofity over thofe 
broken, unequal rocks, which, lifting up 
their Iharp points amidft its fea of foam, 
.difturb its headlong courfe, multiply ils 
falls, and make the afflided waters roar---- 
that, cadence of tumultuous found, which 
had never till now ftruck upon my ear-^ 
thofe long feathery furges, giving the ele-? 
incnt a new afpedl — that fpray riiing intd 
clouds of vapour^ aj^d refle(5ting the prifr 
matic colours, while it difperfes itfelf over, 
the hills— never, never can I forget the fen- 
fations of that moment ! when with a fort 
of annihilation of felf, >vith every paft iin- 
predion eifafed from my memory, I felt a^ 
if my heart were burfting with emotions 
too ftrong to be fuftained.— Oh, majeftiq 
torrent ! which haft conveyed a new image 
of .natuTjf, to my foul, the moments I hay? 

pafled 
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faffed in contemplating thy fublimity will 
; form an epocha in my fliort fpan!— thy 
courfe is coeval with tinae, and thou wilt 
nifh down thy rocky walls when this b6- 
fotn, which throbs with admiration of thy 
grcatnefs, fhall beat no longer ! 

What an effort does it require to fclvc, 
after a tranfient glimpfe, a fcene on which, 
while we meditate, we can take no account 
of time ! its narrow limits feem too confiiKfd 
for the expanded fpirit ; fuch objeds appear 
to belong to immortality; they call the 
mufing mind from all its little cares and 
vanities, to higher deftinies and regions, 
more congenial than this world to the feel- 
ings they excite. I had been often fum- 
rtoned' by my fellow-travellers to depart, 
' had often repeated *^ but one moment 
'more,*' khd many ** moments more'' had 
- elapfed; before I could refolve to tear my- 
• frff from the balcony. 

;.. . :-. ' ' We 
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We croHed the river, below the fall, ina 
boat,, and had >Ieifure to obferve;the fur- 
: ronnding fcenery. The catarad:, however, 
had for me a fort of fafcinating power, 
virhich,v if il withdrew my eyes for a mo-^ 
ment, again faftenedthem on its impetuous 
waters. In the back-ground of the torrent 
a b^e. mountain lifts its head encircled with 
its blue vapours ; ,on the right rifes a ileep 

• cliff, of an enormous height, covered with 
wdod,' and upon its furamit ftands the 

• Caftle of Lauffen^ witH its frowning towers, 
and encircled with its cr^aied wall; bn 
the left, human induftry has feized upon a 
flend^r thread of this mighty torrent in its 

. fall, and made it fubfervient to thepurpofes 

• of commerce. Founderies, mills, and 
wheels, are ereded on the edge of the 
river, and ^ portion of the vaft bafon into 
which the catarad faJls is confined by? a 
dyke, which preferves the warehoufcs and 
the neighbouring huts from its inundatfexis. 

Sheltered 
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^Shekdred Within this l^le nook, and ac- 
tmftdmed to the neighbourhood of die tor- 
'rent, the boatman? unloads his merchandized, 
^and ^he aftifim puVfues his toil, regardlefs 
' of ^e falling river, and inattentive tothbfc 
•ihuiidefHhg founds which Teem calailated th 
fdfpcnd ■ all human adivity in folemn and 
awful aftbtlifliment ; while the imagma- 
tion of the fpe(5lator is ftruck with the com- 
parative littlenefs of fleeting man, buly 
with his trivial occupatbns, owitraftedwith 
'the view of nature in all l^r vaft, cfceSri^l, 
'iincohttoitlble grandeur ^. 

We 

' * Mr. Cox eftimates the height of the catara£l of 

^the Rhine at only fifty feet; Monf. Ramond, his ele- 
gant French tranflator, adds the following note to this 

'obfervation t^— ** The quantity of water,' which varies 
accdrdihg to the (eafon, has fomc influence upon the 

* height, and a cohfiderable efIe<Sl -upon the af^Ss ^f 
this fell. Thofe who havfe Teen it at the period when 

"the fnoWs diflblve, will admit that defcriftioii to be 
txaft which Mr. Cgx^' thinlw exaggerated, and only 

true 
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We walked over the cdebrated woodsit 
. bridge at Sch^fFhaufen, of which the bold 
and fimple conftrudtion . is confidered as an 
extraordinary effort of genius in the archi- 
. tedt. Being altogether unqualified to judge 
of, or to defcribe its merit, I fliali only ob- 
ferve, that nature feems to have given the 
Swifs, together with their rapid rivers^ and 

- true of remote times, I have been aflured that the 
lieight of the cataracft, in thefe ciircumftanc^s, is not 
lefs than eighty feet. A ftranger can fcarcely, with- 
out temerity, judge from his iimple obfervation, and 
if he does.fo, he will be fure to be below the truth. 
I have afcertained^ and Mr. Cox himfelf makes the 
fame remark, that it requires the eye of a Swifs td 

. judge of certain dimenfions,' which, exceeding all we 
have before feen^ find no model of proportion in the 
mind. Thofe who have travelled for the firft time in 
Switzerland, have often found, to their great furpriftj 
that inftead of exaggerating the heights and the dit 
tanpes, they have diminilhed them one-half, or two-^ 
thirds, till long habit taught them to expand their 
ideas, by furniihing them with fit objefts of compa- 

.rifon*" 

theitf 
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their torrent ftreams, an extraordinary ge- 
nius for eredling bridges, of fuch daring 
tiefign, hung upon the clifF, and fufpcnded 
4[)yer the gulph, that we are not furpuied 
to find fuperAiuon has fpn^tejUmes attributed 
Acm to fupcmatural isigcncy* 

foLst of oi^r c^ufony being £urnifl}e(t 
ooly 9rith French paySports, We left Scha^ 
h^ujl^ Bpd returned to Zuric^ without hav«« 
ing yiOf^d jdie LsJce of Cpii^fta^Qqe, or its 
xcROiivni^ and juiic^ which, at tfa^t 

period, was peopled by multitudes who 
had left France without pa0ports» 
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* ' ' ' r . 

CrtAP. V. ^ * , 

tavater.^^FaU of ItifideUtyj and Triumph of the Religion 
' ' of our Father s.^^FaJhionablet^e^oteei,'^ La Harpe: 

-^LeSfures on Religion at Jda/ia^F^Deferti^n fftbe 

Profelytes^'^Theophilanthropifm. 

We ftaid long enough at* Ztiric to'\ifit 
its firft literary ornament Lavater. It be- 
ing knowh that he is wfllirtg to deceive 
ftraiigers, no traveller of any lettered icCirio- 
fity-paffes through the 'fdHS^rt'i witbeWt 'lay- 
ing him the horhagd of^a Mfit. - • ^' 

He received us in his library, which was 
hung thick with portraits and engravings, 
of which he has a confiderable coUedtion^ 
forming a complete ftudy of the ever vary- 
ing expreflion of the human face divine* 
Some very wife men, who admit of no 
fcope to that faculty of the mind called 
imagination, and are- for ever bringing 

every 
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fevery theory to thp. Cqmrt^ an4 the copi* 
pafs, confiddr his'fyftcm of {ihyfiognomyaft 
the faatallic Vifion of an heated brain i but 
Aough it nviy be difficult, it is furcly inge- 
nious .and ihter^ii^ to attempt, i^sdvcing t^ 
rules a fcience^ which, feems to be. founded 
in nature. It is fUrely curious to analyfe 
what it is Co eafy to feel, the charm of that 
cxprcflion, whicJi is the emanation of mo* 
ral qualities ; that undcfinable grace which 
is not ^)eauty, but fomething morej with- 
out which its enchantments lofe their powet 
of ^ictnation) and which can ihed an ani« 
mated glow, a fpark of divinity over the 
features of deformity : 

^' Mind, minci alone, hezr witne(s earth, ^nd heairen^ 
^^ The living fountain in itfelf contain^ 
*' Of beauteous and fublime/' 

LaVater is a veneratle looking old niatt^ 

with a iharp long fac;e^ high features, and 

* wrinkled .brow 5 ha is ttU, thin, and 

I F a intercfting 
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iM6itftu%ifl his %«€:» whtn fcrious lie 
htA ct Iddk f(f mdstidxtyy sdmoft of in* 
^etude ; htik- Whfti he itnifes;' his coutu 
tdumtie betxJMntte lighted vtp with an ex* 
{HT^oH of iWeetnefs tnd intdligenoe. 

!TlartU ft fifttpie eloquence in his coa" 
V^rfatioh, an diufion of the heart esttftnoe^ 
fy attkdtiv^ s he fpeakt Frendi with £»ne 
diiBcUlty> and whenevet he is at a bfs for 
an expfeflidn has recwirfe to GennM, wluch 
t m vain begged a Swifi gentleman, \th» 
t^a^ of our pj^l^t to ffanl^ttf £>r tnts he 
toM itie th^ for the nMft part die Ceittual 
words Lavater employed were cbrapoimdfc 
epithets of his own framing, which had pe* 
tUliar energy as he ufcd themj but which 
would be. quite vapid and ifpiritlefs in tran|> 
lation. 



The great rule of moial iddndudt, Letvtt^ 
ketfaifiyih hittopituoii^waSy'iKxt toCod, t% 

refpc^ 
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r^pe^tiinq. Ttmei, JheConfideredastheinoft 
valuably of human treafures, and any wadjt 
of it as in the highefl degree immoral^ He 
fifes every morniog at the hoiur pf five; ^nd 
though it would be agreeable to him to 
breakfail immediately after rifing, makes it 
an invari^le rule to earn thait riepaft by 
fomp previous labour ; fo that if by aoci*. 
dent the reft of the day is fpent to no uie.- 
{^ purpoie^ fome portion of it may at 
ksA be fecured beyond the interruptions of 
chance. 

Lavater gave us a moft pleafing account 
d£ lan^rals in Zuric* He had been g 
f>retchcx of thegofpd^ be &id^ io that towqi 
Jihirty years; aiid fo incapable were th? 
citizens of any fpedes of cprruption, that 
iheihould have rendered himfelfvridiculo^$ 
bad he ever during ^hat hmg period preach^ 
«d a f^rmoQ sigaii9$ itj £nce it was ^ 
»ice ii^kQp'^. •* At what a diftancp/^ 
F3 thought 
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'thought I, <* am I arrived^ from London 
•apd Paris/* 

When we took our leave of Lavater, he 
begged we would write our names and 
place of abode in a book, which he appro- 
priates to the ufe of infcribing the long lift| 
of his foreign vifitors. An hour after my 
return from his houfe he came to pay me a 
vifit, which I was taught to confider as an 
unufual compliment, lince it is his general 
rule not toxeturn the vifits of ftrangers. 
Religion was the theme of his difcourfe, 
and he talked of its ^eafures, its confola- 
tions, and its hopes, with a folemn fort of 
enthufiaftic fervor, .which Ihewed how 
much his heart was interefted in the fiib- 
je(St, and how warmly .his ienfibility was 
awake to devotions^ feelings. Although 
his zeal was pot without knowledge, yet it 
was fomewhat difficult to difcover what was 
his fyflemof belief: whether h? was of 
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Paul or Apollos, /a follower ot Calvin ac* 
cording to the eftablilhcd creed of the Swift 
church, or whether he was not in fome fojit 
the framer of a new ^ocflrLpie hipofelf* 

One of my fellqw-traveUers, who was 
anxious to wrpfV from the venerable pgflor 
his ccMifeflion of faith, brought in review 
before him the various opinions of die fa- 
thers^ orthodox and heretic; from Jullin, 
^(lartyr and Origin, down to the Bifhop of 
St. David's and Dr. Prieftley. But X^- 
vater did not appear tp Jmve made polemic? 
Jiis ftudy ; he feemed to think right and 
%vrong, in biftorical fad:, of fay lefs im- 
portance than right and wrpng in religious 
ientiment ; and abgve all, in hum^ adion. 
Ther? was more of feeling than of logic in 
Jiis condufions; and he appeared to have 
t^en lefs pains to examine religion, than 
to apply its precepts to tjie regulation of 
tljpf? fraijties and paflions of the hyman 
' F 4 heart. 
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heSLvl^ the trtcfes oi ^hich^ kidtleft from 
whers, he h^ rilirked with fuch idmiiraA 
ble acciiracf in the charatftcf and cx^efficm 
of outward fofihs; i^drtfiyfelfi I own the 
folemn^ meek, afFedionate expreffion of 
LaVat^er'6 piou$ fehtnnentsi were ^eCttliatljr 
Toodiing to my feelii^s, ifter having been 
lb ionjg ftunnfed With the cavils of Frtrich 
philofophers, or ralfecr the itt)f^itmetit 
faOTithents of dieir difciples, who art ib 
proud bf dieir fcepticifm, that they are for 
ever obtruding it in converfationk The 
hurtiber of thofe difciples is augmented 
firice the revolution, which has fpread fair 
and wide the writmgs of Roufleati arid 
Voltaire ; krid eveiy Fi^cncfciian, after hav- 
ing read tho^ actthots, though hfe ttiay nci^- 
theV liave1:afte enough to'adftrtiire die dftrms 
of their gefliu^, or Virtue to feci the ^* 
Wthitopy of their feitiirAdnt^, has, ^t leaft, 
acquired lufficiefil khowledge to afliinfe-thfc 
appellation of 'phi[<tfbf^er, ^kild prove Itife 

claim 
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claim to that title by ettliftittg himfelf under 
the banner of infidelity, Without knowing 
the life of his arms. 

This irreverence foi religion, howevo^ 
which Mr. Burke confidered as one of the 
primary caufeS of thfe French Revolution, 
is not, as heretofore, the ton amofigft per- 
^fons of former rank and fafhion ; infidelity | ^ >^''\^ 
ihas been in difgrace with that clafs, ever I 
itnde k was profaned by the vulgar Jacobin ' 
toueh ; aimi the only diftingiiiflied tro|)h)cs 
%hat fyilcftt can now^boaft, are a few Anti- 
New%6niim flights with rdped to fin^ 
Tauicis, from agronomic infidels. The 
%riftocra<y were no Iboner convinced that 
liie GatholicTftablJfhment, and above aU^ 
'tfieiion-juBng priefts were their beft auxi*- 
'Maries, than ^1 the deigafnt wdmen of Paris 
^beaffAe immediately devotees, and nothing 
Svas heoLtA of in faftiionabk faloons hit 
fitof^sffiOftsof att^chmeht andtefpccft *'faur 

la 
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la religion de nos peres *, by which it was 
well underftood that ** mofe was meant 
than met the ear/* and that thefe fentiments 
included the government, as well as the 
creed of their fathers* 

, The great diredlor of the confciences of 
thefe fair converts, dreft a la PJycbe^ was 
Monf. de la Harpe, a literary man of con^ 
fiderable infidel reputation under the old 
regime; the difciple and friend of VoL 
itaire, d'Alembert, Diderot, and other emi^ 
nent encyclypodifts, and in fome fort a 
leader of the fe£t after their deceaie, or, ac- 
cording to their own creed, after their ant- 
nibilation. The Gamaliel of Monf. Lji 
Harpe, was Madame C^ ■ ■- ■ T— ; it 
was at her feet, in the gloom of a prifon, 
during the terrific tyranny of the Jacobins, 
that this philofopher was brought to the 
knowledge and belief of Chriftianity* I 
hav? before obferved, thiat the nobfeft ex- 

jimples 
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amples of fortitude and refignation undto 
ferfferings were, during revolutionary go- 
vernment, difplayed by women. It was, 
no doubt, in the calmnefs and imperturba- 
bility of Madame C . ' T ^s mind, 
under the certain expectation of the fcafFold, 
that Monf. La Harpe was firft led to ad- 
mire the effeifts of a perfuafion, which her 
eloquence and his own convid;ion made 
him afterwards adopt; and of which he 
became, in defiance of all his lormer opi^ 
nions, the zealous and faihion^ble advo^- 
cate. 

The cruel perfeciution which the Catholic 
religion had fuftained from the intolerant 
Jacobins, had produced. the ufual efFed: of 
pcrfecution, that of rekindling the pious 
zeal of a great portion of the people of 
France. They returned to the religion of 
their fathers, not from the fame motives as 
thpfe which influeaced die £ne ladies and 

gentlemen 
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gentkmen of ' Pajris, becauie it was <x«- 
•fwfted wkH rcg^ government j bijt becauie, 
.wearied willi revolutionary calamities, they 
iiood in need of the roothiag aHifalatia»s 
of devotion; a»d the churdies bec^m 
CTiMidcd places of rcfort. 

It was not, however, in thole rdigious 
^4eM|)Ies 4hat the iUuftrious convert Ao the 
Catholic faithy I^onf. La Haipe^ becasoe 
a preacher of its dodtrines* Like (he Jacro 
tf Mr* Or4Baves^s jaovel, MonC La Ji^xf^ 
took courage to attack the devil ia his 
ilrcmgeft holds. Being a perfon of high 
literary merits he Imd been cfao&n to fill 
liie rhetorical chacr in the Lyceum^ Fcom 
that place, where, a few moons hefare* he 
liad deicanted on the glorious qanqueflss lof 
|diilofophy over fuperftitioii, and^of dibefly 
and the lights of man over deipotifin and 
ikvery ; iienow pipuxed forth the recahi&«- 
cian«f3]a;sxniorsmHb filcB^^ and tcmch^ 

ing 
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mg a ftrain, Aat the neighbouring fquai* 
and ftreets re-echoed the k>ng aiid tumul* 
tuous applaufes ef his fair auditcMry, for the 
iftiajority were always ladies. 

The ledurer, not fetisfied widi the vio 
tory gained over infidelity in this feat of 
fcience, of which it had been fo long in 
poffeffion, purfued that pernicious fyftem 
into another of its fortieffes, the regions of 
JpJeafure. Mxmf. La Harpe, becoming a 
CadioHc, was too fingular an event not to 
attrad general -notice ; and* as Catbolicifin 
happened to be in faihion, the proprktorsi 
of various places of amufement thought a' 
few ledores from Monf. La Harpe, on 
^* the religion of our fathers,* would be 
no unprofitable Ipeculation. Accordin^y, 
the fpfendid walks and fairy bower* of 
Idalia; which, tiH then, had only re-echoed 
ihc founds of gaiety .and ^eafure, now fc- 
Ibxaded with -die vchcmeat impreations of 

La 
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I^a Marpe againft that A^ile revolutionary 
philofophy of the Rights of Man, which 
had .overthrown the religion of our fathers* 
Monf* La Harpe continued to be the rage 
in Paris, till he was fucceeded by another 
fa^iormble novdty, which happened to* be 
Abraham Eficndi, the Turkifli Ambaflar 
dpr* Upon Abraham Eflfendi's arrival, the 
fafhionable and .butterfly-tribe forfook once 
more " the relij^ion of their fathers," a h^ 
brie long fince undermined, and now haf* 
tening to decay, after gilding for a. moment 
its venerable ruins with their glittering 
wings* 

But another {c£t was- noW arifing, which 
threatened more formidable danger to th€ 
I Rom^ Catholic religion than all the edicts 
of Jabobin ferocity. Some ferious and well- 
intetitioned men, who were fenfiUethat the 
human mind without religion feels a void, 
which fomething better muft be found to 
; I • fill 
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fill up than the doctrine, of atoms, or the 
worfliip of reafon, haVcbecomethe founders 
of 4 new fyftem, which, fetting afide tho 
dogmas of the Roman Catholic creed, con-*, 
necjted, they affert, with ignoranceandfuper- 
ftition, refts only on.thofe points in which 
men of all religions are agreed, the moral 
goverment of the world ,by the Supreme 
Being, and the immortality 'of the foul^ 
This ledl, diftinguifhed by the name of 
^bepphilanthropijis^ the friends of God and 
man, had formed various little focieties in 
Paris be-fore their opinions were publicly, 
known^r vThe fimplicity of their worfliip, 
foiriewhat refembling that of the Diffenters 
in Englandj gained the attention of a few 
lettered men, and the benevolence of their 
doftrines became the public theme of pane-, 
^ric of a^ member of the Diredory, Lare- 
yellie^-e Lepaux, who publifhed a pamphlet, 
the obj«<5l of which was to raife thefc doc- 
trkies into repute, by (hew^ing the incon^ 
., ^ * fiilency 
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fiftency of the Roman Catholic raligioq with 
liberty. This pamphlet was anfwered hy 
Gregoire, the learned and patriotic Bifhop 
of Kois, with much warmth, as a cakuiyi/ 
againft the nati<Hi $ fince the gre^t majority, 
he aflerted, wer$ both Calfhdics and Repiib« 
licans, and the moft democratic governments 
in Europe, the fmaller Cantons of Switzer- 
land, were ftedfaft in thatt belief. 

La Revelliere Lepaux obtained the tjtfe of 
high-pricft of the new fedt, which thtfs 
raifed into notice became ifce objed of vari- 
ous calumnies. Some afferted it to be a 
neft of terrorifts, who, under the nia& of 
religion, and the liberty allowed to every 
kind of worfhip, met orAy to fmme the 
means of bringing round again their late 
fyftcm. Others were affured that this fc^ 
was nothing but a band of Atheifts and 
Kiilofophers, who affembkd only to pro* 
pagate principles which, dift)clieving them- 
5 • felvcs,- 
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felves, they intended to piake inftrUmehts 
of rooting out the Catholic faith. 

Atheifts and Jacobins perhaps mingle in 
thefe congregations; but the mafs appears 
to be compoifed of people of decent cliarac- 
ters and manners, who, difcontented with 
their former creeds, have embraced this 
worfhip till they are provided with a 
better. 

In their prayers they invoke the Supreme 
]|fcing as the author and governor of the 
univerfe ; they fing hymns of grateful ac* 
knowledgment for his bounties, and fill up 
the hours of their worfhip with a difcourfe 
on fome moral fubje<a> in which the obliga- 
tions to maintain liberty, and keep inviolate 
the laws of the Republic are neyer for- 
gotten. The better informed among the 
Theophilanthropes are believers in Chrifta- 
nity, while^ others afied: to talk with dif- 

vo-L. -I. G dain 
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dain of what they call the Chriftian fed: : 
unwilling to admit, or probably ignorant 
that Chriftianity is the fole foundation on 
which fefts their own fcanty belief. 

• This new religious fockty has the fup-^ 
port of government in every way in which 
its influence can be direded, without in- 
fringing that impartiality in religious mat- 
ters which the law requires. The modeft 
^ chambers, in which the founders of this 
{h6k firft aflembled, are now changed for 
the fpacious churches which can fcarcely 
hold the crowds who refort to their meet- 
ings. The hour of the myfterious adora- 
tion of the hoft is no fooner paffed, than the 
xiflembly of the. Theophilanthropes begin 
their fimple rites i and as the places of both 
worfliips are in conunon, the worflxippers 
of both opinions often mingle together, and 
Jeam at leaft the divine leffon of toleration. 
How far the doftrines of this fociety may 
5 contribute 
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C6htribute to add to the ftock of virtue in 
France it is difficult to determine ; but this 
is certain, that the greatefl: revolutionary 
finners, the Jacobins, have laid afide their 
worfhip of reafon, and beconae the moft 
ftedfaft adherents to this creed; and fincc 
the belief of immortality is the moft power- 
ful motive to virtue, he who is convinced 
of the exiftence of the Supreme Being, and / 
offers up ojice a week his thankfgivings to 
the Giver of every good, for his loving- 
kindnefs and tender mercies, will be lefs 
inclined to facrifice agsdn at the altar of 
Moloch, and dye his hands in human 
blood.^ 

The focieties celebrate their worfhip both 
on Sundays and Decadies^ in order to include 
the partifans of the old and new divifipns of 
time. Their increafing numbers have com- 
peUed them to difTeminate themfelves in va- 
raotts quarters of the town, afid they are 
" Q 2 about 



Digitized by 



Google 



84 A VIEW QE THE PRESENT 

about to apply for the equal ufe of all the 
churches of Paris, including that of Notre 
pame* The people diftinguifh the two 
worflxips by the nanies of the mafs and 
morality ; and t^ new convert, ^nftead of 
going as formerly* alatneffe^ tells you, if 
you meet him on the way, that he is going 
a la morale. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. VI. 



Country frm Baftl to luric.'^'BremganQn.'-^Balftal^^ 
Ornamented Graves^-^French Buriah. '^Solemnity of 
Sunday bt Swifzerland.'^Ohfervations on Cruelty tg 
Jinimab a^ Peris^'-^Gfograpbical Religion ^ Swit^ 
zerlandn 



In our route to SchafFhaufen we had paffed 
^tujLBAj^-^ *^^ Haverfteiri^ a- mountairi which ferves 
as a continuation of Mount Jura, and di- 
vides the Canton of Bafil from that of So^ 
kure. Oil the top of this mountain, which 
is of dllitcult afceht, we found a military 
poll, Whefe our permiffibris fb^ travellin|j 
in Switzirlahd were exarhined and enregif- 
teitd* This pafs is one of the keys of the 
country, and appears^ from its fituation, to 
ht capable of being ^*^ell defended againft 
very fijperibf humbers ; while the Canton 
G 3 of 
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of Bafil, which lies at its bafe, has no na- 
tural fecurity whatever againft invafion. 

The defcent from this mountain, through 
a paflage cut in the rock on its fummit, pre- 
sents many points of perfpedive which we 
then thought fublime, for we had not yet 
gazed on thofe ftupendous monuments, be- 
fore which all other objeds fmk into little- 
nefs. 

From the town of Olten, belonging to 
the Canton of Soleure, and fituated at the 
diftance of half a league from the mountain, 
in a fine cultivated valley, through which 
flows the x^ar; we proceeded along that rivet 
to Arau, in the Canton of Berne, A few 
miles beyond we crofTed a river called the 
^jQa^f at Lentzburg, a fmall neat town in the 
fame Canton ; at Millingen we pafled the 
Rci^s; this river, as well as the Limat, 
falls into the Aar, which, thus enriched by 

the 
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the principal rivers of Switzerland, fwells 
to a mighty volume the waters of the 
Rhine* ^ 

The country from Oiten to SchafFhaufen, 
though full of thofe beautiful landfcapes 
with which Switzerland abounds, prefents 
few fcenes except the noble views over the 
Lake of Zuric, which leave lafting traces 
on the memory. 

On our return from Zuric we croffed a 
chain of hills on our left, and defcended into 
the rich vale of Bremgarten. Inftcad of 
repafling the Haverftein, we direded our 
courfc along the foot of Mount Jura, to 
meet the road that leads from Soleure over 
this ridge of mountains, which continues 
to feparate the two Cantons. At Balftal, a 
little village fituated at the foot of thofe 
mounfaiins, we went to fee a catarad, of 
which we had heard a magnificent defcrip- 
G 4 tio«. 
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tion. The i*ocky channel wa^ bold and r6-. 
mantic^ but the heat Jhad dried up its wa- 
ters. Our path lay through the church-^ 
yard of the village, and we were particu- 
larly ftruek with the pious homage paid to 
the n)6mory of tte deid, not ocily in thd. 
gilded tomb-ftones and painted crofTcS^ 
which were ftuck thick over the ground; 
but in the humble aflfedioh whith llad 
given the grave itfelf an.air of animation^ 
by planting the pink, the violet, and other 
fwoet-fccnted herbs, on the green n>ouilds, 
beneath which repofed ?he mouldei-irig duft. 
Inftead of the murky ^tjidfphefe, atid re- 
pulfive gloom of a receptacle of the dead, 
the church-yard, placed amidft Wobckd 
rocks «nd paftoral hills, afad emitting the 
fweet fragrance of newly-fpringing flowers, 
and the frelh garlands which were hung, 
around the tombs, excited pleafing images 
of hope to the mind, and led to fpothing 
meditation, I recolleaed the wifli of Of-. 

iiap. 
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fi«i, V^ O, lay me, ye that fee the light, 
Aear ftJmfe yock of my hills ; let the thick 
bafsels be dfourid, let the ruftlin^ oak he 
ne&r. Gtce^i be the place of my reft ; and 
let th^ found of the diftarit tbrrfent be^ 

How remote from thefe tender cares of 
mourliing humanity is th^ trcatnient obfefv- 
ed in France toi^tds the dead j and which 
might feem a relapfe to barbarifm, if we did) 
not find, even among the moft i^vage na^- 
ticfeis, fpme civilized niarks of human re- 
verence, fome decent ceremonial paid to the 
relicks of our mortal nature ! It might, per- 
haps, be neceffary to reurain the difplay of 
that vanity which, before the revolution, 
decked its mockery of woe with idle pomp 
and pageantr)' ; but ftera ihdeed muft. be 
the reformer, who admires that cold^blodd-' 
ed philofophy which configns thofe td 
whom we were bound by ,the holieft ties of 
* ^ humanity. 
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huinanit|r, or the d^reft feelings of the 
heart, without regret, to the unhallowed 
proces-yerbal of a municipal officer, who 
ftrides away with indecent haftc before the 
yet unftiiFcned corpfe,^and, like death, the 
common leveller, hui;ls it into the common 
pit, among undiftinguifhed/ heaps of dead • . 

iDuring the epocha of the worfhip of rea- 
fon^ a tacit approbation of this annihilaticm 
of vulgar prejudices might have been wnmg 
from fear ; fince at that time, amongft the 
well-fed monfters in the republic, dath, 
and the grave— ^ 



" Upturny 



** Their noftrils wide into the murky air, 
** Sagacious of their quarry*—" 

and rjcvelled on the dead, as their pioneers, 
terror, and Jacobin-government, rioted cmv 
the living. 

♦ Miltom 
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'But when public or private fafety are no 
longer endangered by the indulgence of 
tender afFedions, even though equality 
Ihould be fometimcs wounded by the litdc 
diftindtions which they might love to con- 
fer on- the mouldering clay, it is furdy 
tyr^nj over the moft amiable weaknefles 
of our nature to tear thus rudely from the 
fo|id furvivor that form which, a few 
hours before, was folded to the hewt in the 
laft agonies of feparation, and to which it 
ftill clings with the bitternefs of unavailing 
regret I 

We returned to Bafil on a Sunday morn- 
ing, time enough to join a throng of wor* 
Ihippers at the French Proteftant church, 
whofe refpedful demeanour and devout 
attention formed a lingular and foothing 
contraft to the coarfe impiety we had fo 
lately witneffed at Paris; where we had feen 

altars 
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altars overthrown, the furplice and the 
mitre transformed into caparifons for horfes; 
had heard the commifTaries of revolutionary 
cbmmittees boaft, that it their Bacchanalian 
drgies their grofs libations had beenpouitd 
from facramental cups, and had obfervcd 
that no political blafphemy was fo fh-iking 
to thbfc reformers as the flighteft rtikfk of 
refpeiSt for religion. The praftice of {hut- 
ting up the gates of the Swifs towns, dun* 
ittg ditine fervice, to prevent the rolling o^ 
carriages^ though attended with indonvdii- 
"ence to travellers, is fo far pleafingj as it 
confecrates one day in feven to relaxation 
andreppfe. The ftrift obfervance of this 
day of reft in Switzerland fofhis ah agree- 
able contfaft to tt^ bufy, as well as dif*- 
fipated rtantief in Which btith Sunday and 
Decadi are pafled in Francfe ; which fefti* 
Yalsi beihg ever at war With ^ch other, 
jftither are celebrated with refpeft. 

Not 
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Not only are the ftated returns of inter- 
vals of reft neceflary for man, but the voice 
of mercy calls aloud on jthe French legifla- 
ture to interpofe between the refllefs accli- 
vity or avarice of the mafter, and the besjft. 
Noticing is more pleafing than to obferve 
throughout Switzerland the care, and even 
taidernefs wl^ich is fhewn to the snima^ 
creation ; while in France they feel the pri-? 
mzxy curfe of kboiir ihflided in all its fe- 
verity. Sunday and Decadi, alike the load* 
?4 Iw^^fe drs^s on his hes^vy biurden; alike 
^ mercilqfs lafh for ever refeundsi alon^ 
the %eets, and thpfp whofe nerves are not 
ile^l^d againft every pain but their own, 
2^re denie4 the relief of knowing, that an 
ajjippinted refpite from toij is the privik|;e 
qf th^t nrnferable rac?. 

Amgftg |]^ mppd diverfities of Switzer- 
Jgftd^ nj>ne are marked with more precifi9n 
: , 2 than 
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than their territorial belief. In a ride of 
two or three hours from the Canton of 
Bafil into that of Soleure, and over a branch 
of the Canton of Berne into that of Lucerne, 
we found burfelves alternately on Catholic 
and Proteftant ground. In whatever caufe 
originated thefe whimfical boundaries of 
their geographical religion, which hereto- 
fore lighted up fo offecn the flames of civil 
diflention, it is foothing to obfervc, that 
lince the beginning of the pirefent century^ 
the Swifs have difcovered that the fword is 
not the moft perfuafive weapon of religious 
controversy. Two religions, that . of the 
Roman church, and the alTemblage of dog^ 
mas of the fixteenth century, called the 
Helvetic confeflion, are the exdufive reli- 
gions of the Helvetic confederacy. Hume 
has fomewherc obferved, that the hatred of 
Polemics is moft inveterate, where the points 
in difpute are the leaft remote; it is not 

thercforp 
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therefore furprifing that civil difTentions in 
Switzerland fhould have been carried to 
fudi excefs, fince the faith» for which both 
parties contended, is conceived in the fame 
ipirit of intolerance, and buried in the fame 
labyrinth of incomprehenfibility. 



CHAP. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Q^ A. VIEW OF THEBRXSEMf 



CHAP. VH. 

Omfon nf Bafil^Righu of the Burghers of Bafit.^ 
Degraded State of thf other CfaJes.-rrPei^Hts.-^ 
Serfs. '"^Comparative View of French and Swifs Pea-- 
fantry before the Revolution. -^State of French Pea^- 
fantry fince the Revolution. — Manufadlures in the 
Canton ofBafd. — Singular Re/iri£fions on the Labo^ 
rious ClaJ/es.'-^yews.^^Citzens in France. ^^Tolera" 
iion.'^Defence of the Jews by a French Catholic 
Bijhop. — Religious Toleration in Turkey. -^Whimfi'" 
ialPerfecution of the Jews at Bafik'^RefeSlions and 
Jpo/frophe of a Jew. 

Of the forty thoufand inhabitants, which 
compofe the population of the city and 
Canton of .Bafil, the burghers forming the 
fifth part of that number alone enjoy, or 
fancy they enjoy the rights of equality. 
The people of Bafil are divided into two 
diftind: claffes, that of the burghers, confift- 
ing of eight thoufand perfons, and that oF 
tjveo^er inhabitants; which lall clafs in- 
^ creafes 
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trcafes in the fame proportion that the firft 
tiiminifhes from year to year, and now 
amounts to about levert thoufand perfons. 
This latter clafs is in a ftate of complete de- 
gradation, excluded fix>m all political rights, 
can cxercife no trade, and the individuals of 
whidi it is formed are confidercd merely 
as ftraogers, to whom the privilege is grant- 
ed of living in the town, placed, for the 
moft part, under the immediate refponfibi- 
lity of the manufacturer or artizan by whom 
they are emplojred, and who is bound to 
take fueh meafures refpei3:ing them, as (hall 
prevent their becoming burdenfome to the 
ftate. 

When perfons of this clafs are born in 
Bafil, when even their parents have been 
natives of the city for feveral fucceflive ge- 
nerations, they acquire not one further pre*- 
rogative from thefe circumftances j and the 
admiflion of a few of thefe individuals to 
VOL. I. H the 
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the rights of burghers, is always attended 
.with fo many obftacles, that the . inilances 
in which it takes place are extrenicly rare. 
.Few of this clafs attain confiderable wealthy 
yet the increafe of their timber, their per- 
feverance in remaining in this humiliating 
<:ondition, while they are forced to fupport 
the load of heavy taxes from which the 
burghers are exempted, and receive.no other 
benefit from the government than perfonal 
protedion and fafety, prove, however, 
that they at leaft enjoy fome advantages^ of 
which they wxre not before poffeffed, and 
give a ftrong idea of the wretchednefs of 
their Situation in the countries which they 
have forfaken. 

_ Wliat is remarkable enough in tk's cele- 
brated land of freedom, where the the poet 
tells us> 'that 

" Even the peafant boafts his rights to fcarr, 
' ** And learns to venerate himfcif as man :" 

i. AH 
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All the pea^txtry in the Caftton of Bafil^ 
with only the exception of the little town 
of Lieftal, which enjoys a few municipal 
privileges, are literally ferfs, and annexed 
to th? foil. In the feudal times^ thefe peo- 
ple, who belonged to their refpedive chiefs^ 
were fucceffivdy fold, with the poffeffiiMis 
on which they were found, to the city of 
Bafil^ then an imperial city. Thefe Gothic "^ 
prerogatives, however, have long fince been 
prudently thrown into the back-ground^ 
and are now lefs likely than ever to be re- 
vived, at the diftance of half a mile from 
the (houts of equality, fraternity, and the 
rights of man. 

A ftranger. who travels through France 
into Switzerland, cannot fail toobfervc the 
dif&mnt appearance of the habitations of 
the peafantiy of eadi countiy. The abje<fl 
condition of this clafs in France, previous 
Ha to 
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to the revoltitiott, was One of the mtrift pro- 
minent features of the wretchednefs of the 
govfermnent; and fufficient time has not yet 
ekpfed to change the external marks ^ 
mifery. * The commanding chateau ftiH 
frowns in- gloorny magnificence, over tfe 
mud-walled hiitj though the inhabitants aife 
now pofleffed of equal rights. In Switzer^ 
land, the peafant's habitation, however 
poor, has the air of comfort and convenience, 
Every wooden cottage has its gardto, or 
orchard, and the limpid brodk running be*- 
forc the door of the thatch, gives the whole 
an air of freflinefs. 

The peafants of the Canton of Bafil are, 
like the generality of peafants in Switzer- 
land, well clothed and fed, have the liberty, 
which is no fmali prerd^tive, of judging, 
in the firft irtftance, their own difputes, 
without the intervention of the Bailiff, 
2 whole 
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whoie treafury i& too oj&en fweUed ^ by the 
fines of contention j and have alfo the pxK 
vilegc of bearing arms. 

Their neighbcmrs, the French peafantry, 
need no longer look upon thefe advantages 
with the glance of envy or the figh of re- 
gret; fince for the French hufbandman^ 
above every other clafs of Frenchmen, the 
rev<4ution hitherto has been made. While 
the nobility, the clergy, the penfioners of 
the ftate, have been ruined ; while com-v 
niercc, for a while annihilated amidft the 
overwhelming fhock of political cotivul- 
ficMis, is now but flowly awakening once 
more to life, the huibandman, emancipated 
from every feudal claim, exonerated from 
every fpecics of perfonal fervitude, dilbur- 
thened of every tax, and relieved from every 
oppreflion, has, above all others, had caufe 
to blefs the da^vn pf liberty. Even the 
horrible tempeft of revolutionary terror 
H 3 paffcd 
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paffed harmlefs over his head ; and while 
the pakce was devaftated, and the chateau 
levelled to the ground, his cottage ftood 
eredt ; amidft the violation of all other poC- 
fcflions, his property, with the exception 
of a few revolutionary requifitions, was re- 
fpedled; and, amidft hofts of executioners, 
his perfon was fafe. During the long 
courfe and vaft depreciation of paper-money, 
the farmer paid, with the labour of a week, 
the rents of the year ; and was enabled, not 
only to augment his ftock, but often be- , 
came himfelf a plirchafer of land. Suffi- 
ciently an egotift to take every poffible ad- 
vantage of circumftances, at the fame time 
that he difburfed his rent in paper, he fold 
his corn only for money ; while the ftirv- 
ing proprietor of land, was compelled, like 
Belyidera,, to ^* part with the antient orna- 
ments of mafly plate,** to buy the wheat 
which grew on his oi^m ground for the 
fupport of himfelf and his family. With the 

return 
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return of money the landford, indeed, has 
been refcued from poverty, by receiving his 
revenue in folid coin ; which the farmers, 
immenfely enriched by the reign of paper, 
are well enabled to pay. They at prefcnt 
form a bold, independent clafs of yeomanry, 
a clafs till now unknown in this countr)% 
and their once bare-legged wives and 
daughters proudly difplay their white 
ftockings, rich-laced caps, Ihining pen- 
dants, and golden croffes, which, jn the 
country, ftill continue to be worn as a badge 
of their faith, as well as a decoration of 
their perfons. 

. The population of the Canton of Bafil 
being very fv beyond the proportion of its 
extent of territory, great numbers are em- 
ployed in manufadures, particularly that of 
cottons and ribbons, which are brought to 
grdat^ perfeiflion. Over the manufaftufers 
ofthdHt articles, the governors find it adr 
H 4 vanta- 
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vantag€0U8 to manif ejR: totx portion of theii 
right of fovcrcignty ; for in vain the fadsec 
of a family iriay cultivate his field of flax» 
and prepare it for ufej in vain his wife may 
fpin, his infants turn ibc wheel which 
winds the thready and he himfclf weave the 
woof; the web when woven is not at his 
difpofition — ^he has no right over thh pro- 
duce of his labour, no power to difpofe of 
what he has acquired by the fvveat of his 
brow and the toil of his hands ; he muft 
carry his little ftock to the capital of his 
Canton, and there, and only there, is per- 
mitted to fell it j while the burgher of the 
town, who is the purchafer, has previoufly 
arnuiged the price at which it fhall be fold. 
A more vexatious law than this is, I be* 
licve, fcarcely to be found in the whole code 
of defpotifm. ' 

If fuch be the paternal care of the potiti- 
cal fathers of Baiil over their children, it 

would 
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vfmii be iupcr4iuous to expeift frcwu them 
4ny marks of tender regard for thofe, who^ 
a$ ittangers, have no claim to theix protect 
tkm. But ags^inft none of the family of 
^ hviaiiaa race is this repuhllcaix chokr fa 
v^h^ftiently difpUyed, asagairift that mifer-* 
ah)^ y^]^ of Chriftian wrath aad con^ 
tempt J the fc^lower of the religion of 
Mofes. In defpite of his imputed crimes, 
9 dreadful legacy inherited from his ancef-* 
try, the Jew, who has found in many 
countries of Europe an afylum, in France 
has found a country. This defpifed wan- 
deier ^an here cling faft to his home* and 
raifcd from that ftate of humiliation into 
which our Anti-Chriftian barbarity had 
plunged him, for ages the objedt of its fe- 
voreft perfccution, the Jew* a. citizen, he* 
comes the proprietor of the foil, enriches 
himfelf in peace by the gains of his induf* 
duftry, can lift his front in the fenate, and 
becomie the higheft officer in the ftate. 

Divine 
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Divine fpirit of toleration ! not of that^ 
toleration that throws the humiliating arm 
of protection over the creature of its forbear- 
ance, and, proud of its privileges, grants asf 
a boon what ought to be conceded as a right ; 
but of that toleraticm which regards as 
diildren of the fame original, and entitled 
lo an equal ihare of his beneficence, the 
profeffors of the primitive faith of the Pa- 
triarchs, the followers of the dogmas of the 
Catholic creed, and of Calvin, auid the be^ 
lievers in the, fimple truths of the gofpel. ' 

Againft this innovating principle the Ba* 

cnJU filians for two centuries pall have ftruggled 

^ I with zealous uniformity. Previous to the 

Vf* /French revolution, the epocha of Jcwifli 

I liberty, Gregoire, diftingftifhed no lefs for 

; ia ftrid: adherence to his own faith, than for 

that large benevolence of foul which hails a 

/ brother in every religious creed, became the 

avowed advocate of this perfecuted race,^ 

' and 



Kiiu 



Digitized by 



GcTogle 



STATE OF SWITZERI^AND. 107 

and prepared their way to liberty, by indal-^ 

eating on the ^ minds of their perfecutors 

the heavenly leffon of toleration. Even the' 

pale-faosd crefcent, catching fome particles 

of its divine light, has at length reflected its 

fevoring beams on the celebration of Chrif- 

tian worlhfp. But in the Ftoteftant Canton 

of Baiil no Catholic rites are allow^, and a 

Jew is an objeft of unceadng abhorrence. 

Not only is the refidence of thefe elder bre- 

ikiKn of their faidb forbidden by the burgh- 

crs of 6aj(i1; but without the cxprefs per- 

ndffkm of the fupreme magiftrate, or ha- 

swarding the payment of a heavy fine, durft 

any^ Ifiraelitilh wanderer reft within the 

walls for one night his wearied head. No 

ad- of commerce' can pafs between a Jew 

and a Bafilian, however equal their talentd 

in the arts of trade, without the intervention 

of a public officer in aid of the latter; and fo 

careful is the protecting hand of ^vern- 

ment in fayor of the burgher, that no 

contraft 
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cdntraiffc Svidi a Jew, uhleTs ratifiecl by 
the buisoNmajftei, is binding on the be- 
liever. . 

It has been invidiQufly Aated, that the 
jealoufy of trade hsi^ fuggoibd thefe prudent/ 
prccaotionsj but the fiiperior attainnrieots: 
of di» inhabitant^ of 9afil> in the fcience of 
CQnu9aQrc€> renders iuch a precaution mn 
necsdIaijZF. No porfcm of Ldiicejrninent wiH 
put in conpetitjaft thp fiae conwoerdal in* 
teHijQiee ef a burgher of Bafil, with Ac 
rude funning of the miierable outcait of his 
pf €4criptien i and thisr ^eal againft Judaifnt 
rm^ h^ reiblved into the abhorrence wid^ 
which Bafil Chriftians confidcr this impious 
jfeft, delivered over to final reprobation. The 
Jewv who does not underftand the niceties 
of BafiJ bcKef , might indjeed reafonabljr e^i- 
peft to find in a free; ftate the privifcges ak 
lowed to his brethren in defpotic countries 
by Catholic inquifitors : he may perhaps be 

allowed 
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allowed to murmur at the detail of in- 
hofpitality with which he is treated at 
Bafil, and cxdaim .witb '4xt Jew of Ve- 
nice : , 

^ O, J*«tber Abraham, wlut thcfe dhriftians are P^ 
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CHAP. VUI. 



Government eftbe Canton rfBaftl.'^Mode ofEU&ion ef 
the Members of the Chuneilf and of the Profeffirs of the 
IM^erfitj.^^Ancient and Modern State of Lrtera" 
iure* 



When wc obferve in the Canton of 
B^, which is compofed of forty thoufand 
inhabitants, that more than thirty thoufand 
of that number enjoy no privileges, it wiH 
be fon^p relief to find that liberty has taken 
refuge among the remainder. The a^ual 
number of burghers docs not exceed ftvtxi 
thoufand, and of thefe no more than three 
hundred wield the fceptre of govemmait 
for life, under the name of members of the 
great and little councils. 

Although, when vacandes take place, the 
members of thefe councils are chofen from 

amongd 
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amongft the burghers, they are xjpt chofen 
by them. The care of the nomination falls 
to the lot of the members of the councils 
themfelves, who, knowing from experience 
the fatigues and difficulties of governing, 
are fuppofed to be better informed than the 
mafs of the burghers, what heads are beft 
organized for the duties of that important 
ftation. 

The right of citizenfliip is never ac- 
quired, as in France, by refidencc l the am-, 
bitious wight who afpires to this diftinc- 
tion, after obtaining the permiflion of the 
grand council, muft purchafe the privilege 
with a large fum of money, unlefs he be- 
comes enamoured of fome fair daughter of 
a burgher, when he is allovtxd to make a 
' compofition for his freedom by paying one 
half in money, and as a compromife for 
the other, taxing himfelf with a wife. But 
t)iough admitted to be a burgher, the privi- 
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!eg6 of Mng eligible to any ofiice of jht 
government belongs only to his poftcrity of 
the third or fourth generation. Crimim! 
convitftion fufpcnds all civil rights, and the 
crime of bankruptcy at Bafil, ranked by 
other governments under the dafs of mis^- 
fortunes, attaints with the fame degradation 
even the higheft officers of the ftate. 

Left thirty-nine thoufand feven hundred 
, inhabitants of the Canton of Bafil fhould 
murmur at being governed by three hundred 
lelf-elefted individuals, means have been 
taken to lefTen the appearance of this ufiu"- 
pation in the eyes of the people. With this 
view the eledlions of the vacant feats of go- 
vernment are made by lot : when a vacancy 
happens fix candidates are chofen by the 
great council, after which thofe candidates 
draw lots for the place. 

TTiis mode of cle<5lion may perhaps be 

pardonable 
\ 

Digitized by LjOOQIC^ 



STATE pj* SWitZEflLAKb* tt^ 

pardonable with refped: to the members of 
the great and little council. Perhaps no 
eminent talents are requifite to fill thofe 
ftations, or to perform the parts of burgo- 
mailers or tribunes ; and indeed the opinion, 
that it requires little art to govern, appears to 
be fpreadingfo generally throughout Europe, 
that in many parts of it men feem difpofed 
to govern themfelves. 

But what is not to be forgiven is having' 
adopted this mode of drawing lots to fill up' 
the vacant feats at the univerfity. Thofe 
fiiperior endowments of mind, which give 
the right of prefiding over the refeardhes of 
fcience, are in all ages and nations difpenfed 
with parfimony, and at Bafil are probably 
for the moft part difpenfed in vain: fince 
no doubt chance often bids duUnefs mount 
the throne, while black-balled genius 
'* waftes its talents on the defart air.** Of 
this there is a remarkable' inftance on the 

VOL. I. I records 
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records of 'the liniverfity, where thofe orna- 
-ments of their country, the illuftrious ma- 
thematicians, the Berriouillis, who would 
Mve been the ornaments of any country, 
after frequent rejection by black-balls, ob- 
tained at length the chairs of profeflfors of 
rhetoric and botany. 

' It may indeed be now alledged in jufti- 
fication of this prad:ice, that there is little to 
teach fince there are few to learn : the col- 
leges are without pupils, and the profeffor- 
fhips are merely finecures. Yet Bafil was 
once the centre of fcience, the chofen reii- 
dehce of the great Erafmus, and poffeffed 
an univerfity, the profeffors of which were 
compofed of the moft enlightened men of 
the age, and on which the Eulers, and the 
Boehmens conferred celebrity: and we are 
told by Mr. Cox, that he found Ihop- 
keepers in this city reading Virgil, Horace, 
and Plutarch; from which he was, no 

doubt, 
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doubt, well authorized to draw his conclu- 
fion, that there is no country in the world 
where the people are fo happy. But what-^ 
ever were the Halcyon days of tafte and 
learning at the period of Mr* Cox's vifit, 
it is a melancholy fad:> that this literary 
Ipirit has entirely evaporated fince his de- 
parture. Thefe lettered triumphs, the 
" tales of other times/* are buried in ten- 
fold gloom : the Swifs themfelves admit, 
that Balil is the Boeotia of their country, 
and Horace, Virgil, and Plutarch, are now 
in general difrepute, not only among the 
Ihopkeepers, but even among the whokfale 
dealers of this once claffic city. 

Science is in few countries the certain 
road to wealth, but the modern rulers of 
Bafil feem to have determined, that it Ihall 
there be the fure path to poverty. Since, 
while thofe citizpns, whole knowledge ex- 
tends only to the rules of arthmetic, who 
I 2 re^d 
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read nothing but their ledgers, and under- 
Hand nothing but the courfe of exchange, 
enjoy all the lavifh luxuries of affluence, 
the ill-fated wight whom the love of learn- 
ing, or the impulfe of genius leads to the 
profefforfhip of a college, is forced to con- 
tent himfelf with that narrow ftipend, 
which, inftead of keeping pace with the 
increafe of wealth, remains, amidft its flow- 
ing tide, an antique monument of the few 
:md fimpk wants of early times. 

But to have annexed poverty to letters 
appears not to have been thought fufficient 
by that portion of the praife-wortl^ Helve- 
tic body, which prefides over the deftinies 
of ifafil. They have ftamped a mark of 
difgrace on the brow of fcience ; and whiljft 
the taylor, the filherman, the flioer.maker, 
the boatman, all njcn but the man of Ict- 
sters, can aflert their claims as burghers to 
the public honors and dignities of the ftate, 

♦♦ Aft4 
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<* And faying ignorance enthrones by law;" 



I 

Pope. 



the profeffors of the univerfity are excluded. 
Genius is treated like other ftrangers in the 
city of Bafil, and refufed all participation 
in the rights and immunities of its privi- 
leged burghers. 

Even here, however, we find a chofen 
few have not bowed the knee to Baal, and 
who cultivate letters with the ardor of ele- 
gant minds ; but their number is not fuf- 
ficient to fave their city from reproach, and 
thofe accompliflied exceptions only ferve to 
eftablifh the general rule, as a folitary 
flower on a defart heath reminds the tra- 
veller of the furrounding barrennefs. While 
I recall the feW men of fuperior intellec- 
tual endowments, which Bafil fl:ill can 
boaft, the image of my venerable friend, 
Colonel Frey, naturally prefents itfelf to 
my mind : that refpedable veteraw in litera- 
I 3 ture 
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ture as well as arms, who unites with thofe 
polilhed manners, acquired during fifty years 
pf military fervice in France, ajl the more 
folid attainments of learning and fcience : he 
poffeffes a fine library, one of the few cabi- 
pets of natural hiftory at Bafil, which, rich 
in petrifications, marbles, and minerals, de- 
ferves the attention of ftrangers, and paflcs 
the evening of an adtiy? life in the placid 
fatisfa<5lions of ftudy. I enjoyed the a4- 
vantage of his protection during my ftay zX 
Eafil, and haye a fufficiently difcernmg fenfe 
qf merit to know how to appre:ciate his 
friendfliip. Colonel prey's fecond fon is 
married to M. du F . . , the romantic 
Jiiftory of whofe parents is fketched in iny 
lirft voliime of letters on Frajnce^ 

Mr. Le Grand, member of the gre^t 
council, an ardent and enlightened friend of 
the French Republic, h^d taught his in- 
fants to \ifp the cherifhed founds of liberty, 

5 I ^^^ 
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and chaunt its favorite airs with fuch fond 
enthufiafm, that his houfe feemed to me a 
chapel worthy of William Tell. 

Although the number of enlightened 
men in Bafil is very inconfiderable, it is eafy 
to perceive, that in the general refurrec- 
tion to liberty, which Switzerland is about 
to experience, this Canton, to borrow an 
expreffion from Gibbon, wiD, from its 
moral and geographical pofition, be the 
jfirft to call away the ftxroud. 
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CHAP. IX, 

Curio/rtus of Ba/a.-^JrfiHaL '^Cathedral.— Public Li- 
brary.^'Danci of Diotb. '^Departure from Bafil.'^ 
Sempaci.'^Reflfffions on the Lave of Freedom* 

During our ftay at Bafil, we vifited, 
like other travellers, the arfenal, the orna-^ 
ments of which ai^ compofed of fhiclds, 
fwords, and breaft*plates, which, from their 
enormous fize, would crufh ten modern ci- 
tizens of Bafil, and reminded us of Nef- 
tor's fpeech, where he exclaims— 

** A god-HJce race of heroes once I knew, 
^« 'Such ^ no more thefe aged eyes fhall view." 

Pope's Homer* 

We then proceeded to the cathedral, a 
fine piece of architedlure, but disfigured 
without by a coating of ,rgd paint : what is 
Itioft inter«fting within is the tomb of 

ErafmwSi 
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Erafmus, a frugal tablet of common mar- 
ble ftuck againft the wall. 

At the public library we were fhewn, 
with extreme politenefs, the various and 
valuable curiofities it contains ; fuch as the 
coUedion of manufcripts which is highly 
precious, manufcript letters of Erafmus, 
the original fketches of moft of the fine 
pidtures of Holbein, the Paffion painted in 
the firft ftyle of this matter, and otlier ad- 
' mirable pieces worthy of the public library 
and mufeum of Paris. 

We faw M. MechePs fine colledtion of 
engravings, and we alfo vifitcd the hideous 
feries of figures called the Dance of Death, 
and painted by Kleber, a pupil of Holbein, 
After feeing thefe, and fome other lefs im^ 
portant curiofities, we took leave pf out 
friends at Bgifil, in order to enjoy a nearer 
view of thofe fublime objeds, which we 
I hs4 
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had hitherto feen only at a diftance, lifting 
their hoary heads to the heavens. 

We eroded again the Haverftein, and 
paffed through Olten to Arbourg, a fmall 
town on the river Aar, overlooked by a 

. caftle, which is the northern baftile of the 
Canton of Berne for ftate^offenders. From 
2x)£Bngen, a pleafant and populous town 
about two leagues from Arbourg, we pro- 
ceeded through a delicious country of gent- 
ly f welling hilis, and finely watered mea- 
dows, to Surfee, a town- of the Canton of 
Lucerne, Half a mile from Surfee is the 
Lake of Sempach, along which we travelled 
nearly the whole of its length, and which 
takes its name from a little town on the 

' eaftern fide, where was fought that ever 
memorable battle which gave liberty to 
Switzerland. With equal contempt of their 
humbers and difdpline, Duke Leopold, at 
the head of a formidable phalanx, and at- 
tended 
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tended by the firft nobility of the empire, 
attacked the little army, confiding of thir* 
teen hundred men of the four confederate 
Cantons, Lucerne, Uri, Schweitz, andUn* 
derwalden. The Swifs had in vain attempt- 
ed to pierce the enemy's ranks, and the fate 
of war hung doubtful ; when Arnold de 
Wljk^reid, devoting himfelf, like Decius^ 
to certain death, after recommending his 
wife and children to the care of his country, 
opened the way to vidory, by throwing 
himfelf on the lances of the Auftrians, who, 
feized with aftonifhment at this effort of 
defperate valoyr, yielded to the impetuous 
torrent for which Wilkenreid had freed a 
paflage, and fled ; leaving Leopold on the 
field with the flower of his army. 

On the fpot where this memorable vie* 
tory was gained, is built a chapel in com* 
memoration of the event; in which are 
ften the portraits of the Duke of Auftria 

and 
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and his chief nobility who pcriflied with 
him, and whofe bodies were tranfported for 
burid to fome difl:an(? abbey, while the alhes 
of the Swifs heroes yet confecrate the field 
of honor where they fo generoufly poured 
out their lives. Several of thefe chapels, 
the monuments of the piety and valour of 
the early Swifs, are to be feen in this coun- 
try. As feftivals and games were inftituted 
among the Greeks to keep alive the heroi- 
cal deeds of their anceftors, fo the Swifs, 
on the anniverfary of great events, were 
accuftomcd to go in folemn proceffion to 
thofe chapels, and offer up their public 
thanfgivings. 

This practice, which has been long dif- 
continued in other parts of Switzerland, is 
ftill obferved at this chapel. Every year, 
on the ninth of July, a folemn mafs is per- 
formed, and an oration fuitable to the oc- 
cafion is pronounced; the Republic of 

Lucerne 
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Lucerne defrays the expcnce, and fome of 
tl^ magiftates attend the fervice. The in- 
habitants of this diftridl are not altogether 
unconfcious that they live in the neighbour- 
hood of heroes. The perfon who undertook 
to be our Cicerone, was a fmartJpoking 
hoftefs of a village inn. — '* There," faid 
Ihe, ** on the brow of that hill we flood, 
dreffed in carters* frocks, and the Auftrians 
thought we were a frefh army of foldiers.*' 
By ive were meant the women of that day, 
who, according to local tradition, for it does 
jiot appear to be recorded in any hiftory, 
made ufe of this ftratagem to multiply the 
appearance of the confederated forces. Had 
our Cicerone lived at that period, there is 
no doubt, from the energy with which fhe 
imputed to herfelf the feats of her anceftry, 
that fhe would have been foremoft in the 
van of this corps de referve. 

The remembrance of the iHufh-ious a^ts- 

of 
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of their anceftors is cheriflied by enfl^vecl 
nations with fond enthufiafm, and even de-t 
generated nations attempt to hide their owrt 
difgrace beneath the glories of their hiftory* 
When the French armies lately entered 
Greece, the Patriarch, at the head of the 
proccflion, met the conquerors with th4 
books of Homer • Though bowed beneath 

the yoke of European tyranny, ^ 

« » 
«« Th* unconquerable mind, and freedom's holy 
flame,'* 

Is felt not pnly by 

'<^ the favage youth , , 

*' Beneath the odorous fhade 
"Of Chili's boundlefs forefts laid j" 

- GraV4 

but throughout the inunenfe tra(fl of that 
rich and violated continent, where the Pe-i 
ruvian, ftealing from the glance of his 
tyrant, hies to the native circle, joins in 
the melancholy dancei and laments, with 
/ tears, 
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tears, the departed fplendour of his ccain- 
try*. 

* Of the exiftence of this fond enthufiafm I have 
lately heard much from fome well informed Frencli- 
men, who h^d been long refident in that part of the 
globe, and who, under the falfe pretence of their being 
engaged ina confpiracy in favor of liberty, were thrown 
into the dungeons of Mexico, where they remained 
loaded with irohs till after the conclufion of the peace 
between France and Spain, when they were ordered 
to leave the country. The Viceroy of Mexico, bro- 
ther of the Prince de Paix, as a reward for his vigilant 
perfecution of thofe French citizens, was decorated by 
his Court with the title of Reconquiftador, and a fe- 
cond Cortez. 

When in my poem on Peru, one of my earlieft pro- 
duftions, I fondly poured forth the wifh that the na- 
tives of that once happy country plight regain their 
freedom, it feemed rather the illufive dream of fency 
than founded on any folid bafis of hope. Thatrevo^ 
lution had not yet taken place, which appears dqftined 
to break the fetters of mankind in whatever region, 
they are found, and which transforms what was once 
the vifion of poetic enthufiafm into the fober certainty 
of expeftation. 
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The human mind, frozen under the fu- 
perftition of ages^ unfolds itfelf to the ge- 
nial gale of freedom, paffing even for a 
moment over its ftiffened faculties. The 
tranfient revolt of Rhenzi was regarded by 
Petrarch as the return of the golden age of 
Rome ; and the fubjedt of the Italian Pon- 
tiff views, at the prefent day, the light of 
freedom refleded from the rocks of the Cif- 
alpine Republic on the capitol, and hails 
the happy augur. 

Feftivals in favour of liberty, had they 
been habitual in Switzerland, would pro- 
bably have been forbidden by the policy of 
the times. It would have been dangerous 
to have kindled fuel near fo mighty a con- 
flagration. But where the fpirit of Uberty 
is to be preferved or excited, as in France, 
perhaps no means is more effedtual than that 
of the periodical commemoration of great 

events. 
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^events. What Frenchman can hear, un- 
moved, the names of Flcurus, Lodi, Kell, 
Arcole, and the Tagliamento ? — ^biit were the 
long lift of French victories to be comme- 
morated, the calendar itfelf would fcaroely 
contain the catalogue. 
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CHAP. X. 

^Lucern0*''^Poyage down ihf Lake of Lucemel^^Ger^ 
fau.'-^Schweitz.'^Brunntn.'^Ttffs Cbapet.'^Lakff 
ofUru 

After leaving the lake of Scmpach, we 

afcended the hills that lead to Lucerne, 

From their fummits, we were firil prefent- 

ed with the near view of that grand and 

majeftic fcenery, which we had j||itherto 

only beheld at a diflance. Mount Pilate^ 

lifted high above the rolling clouds its 

fliagged head; of which, at intervals, we 

caught a glance, while its dark green fides 

contrafted finely with the varied vegetation 

around us. 
f 

The approach to Lucerne is beautifully 
pi^urefque. About half a league from the 

town 
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town wc croflfcd the Emmcn'> ncair the fpc* 
tvhcFe it mingles its ftreams with the Reufs, 
which pours its fwelKng and limjnd wa^ 
ters ,of a graflfy hue from the lake. Lu- 
cerne is divided by this river, and the lake, 
into unequal portions, but the communica- 
tion is rendered eafy and agreeable by means 
of four bridges s one of whick of ordinary 
^conftrudion, ferves for the paflage of cai^ 
thgiSi while the other three are calculated 
only for foot paflcngers* Thefe bridges^ 
one of which is fix or fcven hundred feet in 
length, and another from three to four 
Imndred feet, prefent delightful views over 
the lake to the mountains^ and ferve as 
walks to the inhabitants, who zrc Sheltered 
from the fun and rain, by a roof fupported 
at every ten fteps by pillars of wood : be- 
tween thofe pyiaers pannds are fixed, paint* 
od on both fides, wl»ch rq)refent in 
fmtic pkces th& moft cdebrated events of 
^diQf ndtionat hiftoly, and in o&ers fcrip- 

K 2 tare* 
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ture-fubjeds, and fanciful figures of. poetry 
and romance, fuch as winged dragons, 
grifims, devils, and centaurs : 

*' Monfters and Hydras, and Chimseras dire/* 

Milton*. 

Some of thefe paintings are well exe- 
cuted ; but are unfavorably placed on ap- 
count of the fhadow of the roof. One of 
our ' Lucerne friends pointed out a piece 
which reprefented an execution, the inftru- 
ment of death refembles the machine,' of 
Ltc^'**^ which .fuch abhorred ufe was made in 

France during the reign of terror, ajid. robs 
of the merit of the invention a member of 
' the firft national aflembly, M. Guillotine 
whofe name it bears. . 7 .^ 

As we wifhed to crofs the Alps without 
' delay, we remained but a fhort time at Lu- 
cerne, intending on our return to take, a 
more detailed ; view, of this enciiapting 

.. . : i country* 
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Country. Before our departure we made a 
vifit to General Pfyffer, whofe plan in relief 
of the little Cantons is an interefting monu- 
ment of topographical genius and laborious 
conftancy. . The General related to us with 
his ufual affability, all the perils and diffi- 
culties he had encountered in the formation 
of this admirable mimick-creation of (ilver 
-torrents, mofTy forefts, tin houfes, and glafs 
lakes., 

We embarked our horfe^, and departing 
from Luicexne at^ an ^rly hour of a fine 
cloudlefs morning, began our voyage down 
the lake to Altorf. The. hills rifmg from 
the fliores near the town, which are but of 
little . elevation, aire covered for the moft 
part with count ry-houfes and gardens ; 
and here the inhabitants, inflead of warring 
with, nature by flfait lines apd trimmed 
rtree§, had aided her lovelinefs by their tafle 
40 ^ifpofition and^ forbearance in ornament. 

K 3 At 
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At Ifhe diAance of three miles from Lu* 
ccnic the lake opens on both fides, ftretch- 
ing away on the left to the Canton of Zug, 
and on the Tight to that of Underwalden, 
On the vione iidc Mount Pilate, jifii^ ab* 
Tupt firom the waters, diiplayed its fubliinc 
iind uncovered head : on the other the lofty 
but mere bumble Rigi poured down its nu- 
merous torrents, illuminated by the fun^ 
beams, like filvered lines in fwift fuccef- 
fion; at which we gazed with delight, whiles 
«we were paffing along tremendous roclcs, 
whofe vaft ftiadows fell black upon the 
dear azure of the waters. Before .us the 
mountains fwelled majefticalty, clothed with 
a luxuriancy of trees ; but as we proceeded 
the. rocks narrowed, and feemed to forbid 
our progrefs. 

At this point the breadth of the lake is 
very inconJSiderable ; but having paffed thefe 
ilraights a turn of the rodt difcovers ano» 

ther 
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tber 4rople f«, whwc^ we 4ifcenied the 
Ipfty liiilU of Uri on our right ; and tq 
tj>9 w^ a CQftfidpr^bJ^ portion of the re- 
4t|ei^ }ak€ that waihed the rocks pf UiK^r^ 

On the left, beneath the inaccjeflSblp ^4 
encircling craggs of the Rigi, is fituated the 
^udcpendent flate of Gerfau, whcfe w^ dif^ 
embarked. 

This Rq)iiblic con^rehepding its re« 

jency, fingle, doubk, and triple councils, 

trsafurej:;^ gwnd iautier, fecretarieij, judges, 

njinifters, officers, naval and military force, - 

» 

aad th? governed of all defcriptions, con- 
tains from nine hundred to a thoufand fouls. 
Cavalry makes ho part of the ftrength of 
this ter4t^» finfe the Jofty ramparts of 
r$f^ by ivhich it i$ jdivideqi ff oro the main 
]S^, ai» ip^xefliWe to horfes. It poffdjcs, 
iwwftcffi j^iwjwEpus fleet ^f boats, wluch 
';. . K. 4 rode 
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rode at anchot before the port, and pre- 
vented fbr fome time the entrance of our 
veffel. Having on our landing fauntered 
to one part of the ftate to take a furvey of 
its edifices, our ears were affailed by a tu- 
multuous noife, which proceeded from the 
tuneful throats of a multitude affembled in 
the church at the other end of the repub- 
lic, celebrating the praifes of Saints Zeno 
and Bridget. 

The chief import of this republic is raw 
filk^ which is manufacftured for Bafil and 
Zurich ; its exports are principally fruit and 
fifli, in the capture of which the fleet is em- 
ployed which we faw moored in the har- 
bour. 

Gerfau allied itfelf to the Democratic 

Cantons in the beginning of the fourteenth 

century, and adopted their form of govcm- 

inent . The hiflory of the wars and treaties, 

2 troubles, 
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troubles, domeftic and foreign, of this 
fmall r^niblic, though it make no confix 
derible figure in the hiftoiy qf the world, 
fills many a page in the records of the Lake 
of the four Cantons. 

The earlieft warlike atchievement of Ger- 
fau appears to have been directed againft 
Lucerne^ Difcontented with a decifibn 
given by the Canton of Zug, as arbitrator^ 
in favour of the Lucemois, the Gerfovians, 
like Homer's heroes, began hoftilities by 
ftealing the cattle of their neighbours of 
Wigis, 

** When from their fury fled the trembling fwains, 
^^ And theirs was all the plunder of the plains ; 
" Fifty white flocks, full fifty herds of fwine, 
'** As many goats^ as many lowing kine.*' 

Pope's Iliad, Book xi. 

Reprifals were made, and the conteft might 
perhaps have been as bloody as that of the 

. Pylian 
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PjrlianSagc with flic Epian pj^wcrs^ had 
not the;, allied Cantons iotcrfifred, aivl mv 
poTed a heavy retribution on the Ckrfo- 
tians. 

This republic, which is faid to be the 
lea& ia Swit^^^Und^ and perhaps in £u« 
fiqpc, and is ftarc^y known beyond the keq 
«r the craggy, and the lake t|iat furrouad 
it, faf from fumifliiipg m with new themes 
pf diieha|^in0& and f^urity o^ iiich hura^ 
hk ftatesi bpre nwiy marks of the vice$ 
and dele€ls of moie ex^eniive go\iernmeats« 
A few handfome manfions, furrounded hy 
wretched cabins, and infeftcd by beggars, 
afibrded no prefumptive evidence of an 
equal diftribution of power or wealth. The 
republic of Gcx&Up however, has fome^ 
times had the honoair of holding the ba*- 
Jance of Swifs power, and is faid at the 
frmoftts fcatdc laf Capped in which Zuio» 
^kis fell, Jto have tomed Ae feakin favour 
5 of 
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of the caufe for which they fought* and to 
have been one of the principal jinftruments. 
in the prefervation of the Catholic Religion ^ 
in Switzerland. 

After having vifited whatever was wor- 
thy of notice at Gerfau, we reimbarked and 
proceeded on our voyage. > The Canton of 
Schweitz lay in the diredlion we were fail- 
ing, prefenting us with a fine pcrfpe(5livc 
of. woody and romantic country, riling fronj 
iloping hills, on the fide of which the.town 
of Schweitz is built, into lofty forefts of 
pines, which are crowned by two towering 
piountains with iharp pointed peaks. The 
town of Bnmnen is the port of this Can- 
ton, and the road from thence to Schweitz, 
about two miles diftance, is an agreeable 
walk, which is ufually taken hy every tra* 
yeller who fails up this lake ; fince few re? 
^jife to turn a little out of their way in order 

tQ 
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to trad Upon the fpot which gives ite name 
<o Switzerland. 

The fhores of the Lake of the four Can- 
tons have witnefled moft of the great aftions 
that have been performed in Switzerland ; 
as thofe of the Mediterranean have been the 
Icenes of whatever has moft dignified the hif- 
tory of the world. At Brunen, in 13 15, 
the treaty was confirmed between the coun- 
tries of Uri, Schweit^, ,and Underwaldeii, 
which aflerted their independence. At 
Grutlai, a village at the foot of the Seelif- 
burg, on the oppofite fide of the lakei was 
held the confederacy where the generous 
defign was planned by the three heroes for 
the deliverance of their country. The 
chapel of Willia:m Tell, as we advanced^ 
jprefents itfelf on the rjghf^ perched among 
the rpcks, in commemoration of his efcapc 
from the bailiff Geifler/ by leaping from 

the 
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the boat in the midft of a tempeft i:aifed bj P // 
fubterrancous jyinds^, which often reader 
this navigation dangerous. 

No place could furely be found more 
correfpondent to a great and generous pur- 
pofe, more worthy of an heroical and fub- 
lime adlion, than the auguft and folemn x 
feenery around us. The -Lake which we 
ha:d traverfed nearly from weft to eaft, 
turns diredk from the point oppofite Bruneji 
to the fouth, and is faid to be in this part 
.fix or feyen hundred feet deep. This 
branch is called the Lake of Uri. Near its 
:^trance infulated pointed rocks of fingular 
.form and conftruftion rife boldly from the 
.water. Having pafled thofe precipices, w£ 
.entered into a gulph, of which the boun- 
daries were . awfully terrific* . Oh. each fide 
of J the profound abyfs, the dark lowering 
:XQcks rofe fometimes abtupt, and barrel^ 
.^metimes prefcnting tiifts of pine ^iXiii. 

beech 
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beech between its fliaggy maffes, and occa^-* 
fiotiaBy beyond thefe favage limits of the 
lake, the eye canght a gUmpfe of moun- 
tains in the lofty perfpedive, clothed mid- 
way with fofefts^and rifing into peaks of 
alternate pafliiragc and craggs. 

Beneath their inaccefli We ramparts , whofe 
enormous height gives an appearance df 
narrownefs to the lake, we failed, gazing 
with that kind of rapt aftonifhment which 
fears to difturb, or bedifturbed by the mu- 
tual communication of thought. The ap- 
proach of night fpread new forms of Iha- 
dowy greatncfs over the fcene. We had* 
loitered many hours on our paflage, forget- 
ting that the laft part of our voyage was 
the moft perilous. But the unruffled ftill- 
ttefs of the water, the delicious ferenity of 
the evenings and the long rdfledtcd rays of 
the moon from the whitened fununits of the 
oppofitc mountains, of which we fometimc^ 

<a\ight 
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tsea^ a glimpfe, diffvpfObd evcty liai. of 
dzstga. The only £xuids dat broke the 
awful filence w^e the ge»de motion of tire 
oars of our wearied boatmen, and the toll- 
ing of the diilant bell from Altorf, borne 
down the lake, suid 

*< Swinging flow with fiillen roar/' 

MiLTOK. 

We had paffed through all the foft grada* 
tions of twilight, and had enjoyed the 
browneft horrors of evening in all their 
deepening gloom, before the mocxi had 
fcaled the lofty fummits which concealed 
her from our view. At length Ihe burit 
upon us in her fulleil radiancy, iUumining 
the dufky fides of the cragged rocks, and 
the dark foliage of the piny woods ; bur- 
xiifhing with her iUver rays the imootb 
and limpid waters ; fhooting her fhadowy 
beams along the lake to the diilant per%ec« 

tivc 
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five of the mountains we had left behind ;, 
and lighting ujp the whole majeftic fcenery 
with gloridus and diaftcned Ivftre. 

We reached almoft with regret Fluellen, 
the port whither we were bound, and 
mounting our horfes proceeded to Altorf, 
which lies at the.diftanceof two miles. 
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CHAP. XL 

Abwfl — WtUiam TelU — Affent U ' St. Gothard. — 
JVaJfen.— Valley of ScheUimn^-^Deuir i Bridge,-^ 
ValeofUrferen. ^ 

Notwithstanding our impa- 
tience to climb St. Gothard, it would have ^ 
been unpardonable not to have paffed a few 
hours in cbntemplating the moft remarkable 
objefts at Altorf, the capital of Uri, and 
the laurelled cradle of the Helvetic confede- 
ration. 

Two hundred years fince, the tree yet 

ftood ere<9: in the market-place, to which 

the fon of William Tell was bound. On 

this facred fpot is built a kind of painted 

tower, and at fome little diilance, wh^re it 

is faid the father flood, when he (hot the 
... . v 

apple from his fon*s head, a public foun- 

voL. I. . L tain 
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tein is crcftcd, called Tell's fountain; on 
which is placed the frowning ftatue of this 
generous deliverer of his country. There 
muft furdy be fome defeft in the hearty 
which feek no enthuiiailic glow, while we 
tread over the fpots where thofe heroes have 
trod, who have ftruggled for the liber- 
ties of mankind, or bled for their rights. 
Yet one of tliat everlafting race of doubters, 
who wage an eternal war wilh all thofe 
iublime traditions, thofe heroical facrifices, 
«md thofe deeds of greatnefs, which it is 
delightful to bdieve, has deftroyed with a 
touch of his fterile pen all the bright im- 
ages with which imagination peoples this 
fcene of marvels,. by aflerting in a treatife, 
publiftied thirty years fince at Beme, that 
all the romantic feats of William Tell were 
in far remoter times performed by Toko, a 
Dane, againft Harold, a king of Denmark, 
iOL the tenth century. This cold inquirer 
w^s probably hot aware of all the difagree- 

able 
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aWc itenfations, which would be felt by en- 
ihuliaftic travellers, who had been worfhip* 
ping the ftatue of Tell, when they were in- 
formed that their homage Ihould be ad- 
drefled to Toko. It is indeed pretended, that 
there is an unfortunate co-incidence of cir- 
curaftances in the narration df the Danifh 
hiftorian, with relpedt to the Ihooting at 
the apple, and the fpeech made to the 
tyrant. ITie fovereign council of Berne, 
however, ordered the book to be burnt, arid 
I feel much inclined to excufe this coercive 
meafure of thofe puif&nt Lords, fince I 
cannot but fhare their refentm^t. Tell is 
in England, as well as Switzerland, tib« 
hero of our infancy ; the marvellous tale of 
the apple is one of our earlieft lefTons, and 
who can endure to give to Toko thofe tro- 
phies, which he has been tatight from child-^ 
hood were the rights of Tell! The only 
circumftance in the^ Saxon^s favor, or rather 
that of the author who cites him; is the mo- 
La defty 
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defty with which he delivers his doubts : 
had he lived in our days, he would, per- 
haps, hive allegorized William Tell and. 
Toko himfelf, with as little ceremony, as 
M. Dupuis, and his lefs learned pupils in 
infidelity, have allegorized the moft faqred 
charafters of antiquity. The fantaftlc fpe- 
cujations of. thefe lati^r Pyrrhonifts have in- 
deed been treated with more feverity than 
the fable of the Hiilorian. The political in- 
fallibility of a fovereign council may per- . 
haps be arraigned, and Roufleau fuggefts, 
** that burning is not anfwering ;** but who 
fliall raife up the whimficaj tribe of AUe- 
gorifts, cruflied beneath the logical wit of 
the philofophical believer ? 

, After leaving Altorf, we journeyed along, 
a valley of three leagues, through which the 
Reufs flows witl\ the ordinary rapidity of a 
Swifs river. 
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' About fix miles from Altorf, we pafled 
by a chapel in a meadow; the fa9ade of 
which was decorated with a highly co- 
loured painting, reprefenting a ftag-hunt, 
which appeared to be a Angular ornament 
for a place of religious worfhip. We found 
upon inquiry, that this meadow was one 
of the places of general aflembly, that 
it was called the Jag-Matt, or hunting mea- 
dow ; and that on the day of St. Mark the 
whole country march to this chapd in pro- 
ceflion. 

The rocks, clothed at intervals with trees 
of various forts rofe high and fteep on each 
fide of the valley, which wore a fertile and 
fmiling appearance till we came to the vil- 
lage of Stag; above which the Alps firft 
lift their majeftic heads. Here we began to 
afcend that mafs of mountains, which is ra- 
ther the bafe than the tnountaih itfelf of St. 
Gothard. The road fudderily becomes fo 

' L 3 fteep. 
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ft€cp> that it required at firft fome addrefs 
to keep a feat cmi horfeback. The river, 
which glided gently through the valley on 
its expanded bed, being now hemmed in by^ 
rocks, begins to ftruggle for its paffage at a 
|>rof6und depth. The pirte qlad-hills rofe 
on each fide to our fartheft ken, down 
which torrent ftreatns were rulhing, and 
croffed our way to mingle tbemfelves with 
the Reuft, which continually plrcfented ncW 
fcenes of wcMider, The mountains feemed 
to clofc upon us as we advanced, fometimes 
but juft fpace enough was left to admit the 
paffage of the river foaming through the 
-rocks, which fcem obftinately to oppofe its 
paffage. The road lay for a confiderable 
length on the left fide of the precipices, from 
which we beheld the ftruggles of the wa^ 
ters, and the tremendous fucceffion of caf-» 
cades which they formed. An abrupt pre* 
cipice, forbidding the continuance of the 
road on thi« fide, a bridge of hardy conftruc^ 

tion 
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tion led to die oppofite mmintain^ iP^idi is 
aiccnded, till meetkig with a fimHar ob«- 
ifarudicHi, we crofTed the flream agai^ to 
the left. , - 

Qa one of thefe bridges, we halted to 
gaze upon the fcene aroimd us, and the 
yawning g^ilph below. The depth is. fo 
tremendous, that the firft emotion, in look^ 
ing over the bridge is that of terror, left the 
fide fhould /all away and plui^ you into 
the dark abyfs ; and it re(|uires £otat rdlbc** 
tion to calm the{)ain^ turbulence offurii- 
prize, and leave the mind the full indulge 
ence of the ienfations of fokmn enthuiiaftic 
ddight, which fwell the heart, whik w« 
ccBitemplate fudi ftupendous objed;s« v 

The name of this bridge, in^thc language 

of the cpuntry, is the Prieft's leap ; whether 

the holy man leapt over the gulph, ojr ii|to 

it, is not rememixred, but it is difficult to 

L 4 tear 
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hear the ftory on the fpot without in invo- 
luntary fhudder, or fancy yourfelf in per- 
fed: fecurity. 

** The very place puts toys of delperatiorl, 

** Without more motive into every brain, 

V *^ That looks fo many fathoms to the gulph, ^ 

** And hears it roar beneath." * 

' * ' Shakespeare. 

The. road up to the village of Waflen is 
highly romantic : here the indufbry of men 
has tamed fonie of thofe wild torrents, of 
which fuch numbers run idly to wafte ; and 
fawing mills . and other machinery owe 
their impulfe to thofe fwiftly defcending 
volumes. , In this village we MteA.to re- 
pofe from our fatigues^ and began to feel 
fome of the mountain breezes which con- 
trafted very agreeably with the con&ntratcd 
heat that had fubdued us in. the.vaUey be- 
neath. ' It was Sunday, the day wis fine, 
and the village was crouded with the moun- 

: -' taineers 
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tainecrs who had come in ta keep the fefti- 
yal, and pradife, as they do every week ip 
fome village of the Canton, . the art of 
Ihootingat a mark, which, independent of 
the amufement, is a duty impofed on every 
citizen, who, under the infpeftiori of a ma- 
giftrate, . i^ obliged in the courfe of the ytar 
to fire a certain number of roujids, that he 
may keep his arms in order, and not forget 
the means of defending his country, in cafe 
of invafion. We could yet fee no traces of 
fnow, except in the numerous torrents which 
rolled down the enormous mountains, the 
ftreams of which were confiderably in- 
creafed from a caufe that in lefs mountain- 
ous countries would have produced an oppo- 
fite effed:, the exceflive heat and drynefs of 
the weather, which melted the fnows of the 
Glaciers. 

The views around Waffen are aftonifh- 

ing for their variety a$.well as beauty. You 

2 perceive. 
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pierceive, however, after paffing the village, 
that you are advancing into a country where 
man is obliged to be continually at. war 
wi^ nature. On one fide the mountain 
was ftripped of. its piny clothing to fome 
extent, difcoveririg, inftead of dark grem 
foliage, a bare rocky and gravelly waftc, in- 
ter fperfed with wrecks of trees. This, we 
were told, was the ravage of an avalanche. 
When whole forcfts of majeftic height are 
fwfpt away with irrefiftible fury, what 
means of defence can human force oppofe 
to fach mighty deftruftion? Men, how- 
ever," live tranquilly amidft the danger, and 
build their houfes in fuch politicals, 4hd af- 
ter fuch a conftruftion, that the eneriiy, 
even if he chances to take the diredicm of 
their habitations, may pafs over them un- 
hurt. 

Rocks, for the moft part, are made their 
^cs againft thefe invafions from theibowy 

moun- 
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mountains; but even rocks, coeval witb 
time, ofteh yield to the terrible devaftation. 
As we advanced, the ccnintry, which had 
hitherto jprefcnted fceracs of blended grace 
and majefty, began to afliime an afpedl of 
lavage wfldnefs and terror. A few habita- 
tions and grcett fpcrts amidft thefe deferts, 
gave ftill fome relief to the piece; but after 
paffing the little village of Geftinen, and 
the torrent oi the Meyen which croffes the 
road to increafe the waters of the Reufs, all 
is tren^ndous and awful.' Here no pines^ 
wave their lofty heads , no mountain Ihrubs 
difplay their fimple flowrets, nor does even 
a blade of w^ed betray the poflibility of ex- 
i(kace to any thing that breathes. 

It Was now the moft luxuriant part of 
iummef ; we had left the glowing harvefts 
beneatii ripe for the fickle, artd the fruits at 
mo or three leagues diftance hung in la- 
viib dufters upon the bough; but in this 

region 
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region it not only was winter, but a winter 
.that feemcd here to have -fixed its eternal 
abode; for not only were there no traces of 
renovation to infpire hc^e, but the impoffi- 
hility of change was every where obdurately 
marked. Iramenfe piles of naked rock, 
not lefs lofty than the mountains along 
which we pafled, rofe fometimes perpendi- 
cularly above our heads, and fometimes fall- 
ing back, left between the road and their 
horrid tops immenfc maffes that feemed 
Ihivered from their fides, forming vaft fields 
of rock. 

This paflage, which in fummer is fuffici- 
ciently terrific, becomes dangerous in win- 
ter by the frequent avalanches that rufh 
from thofe tremendous heights, and fo de- 
licately are thefe meffengers of deftrudion 
hung on the fummits, that the guides and 
mule-drivers tye up the bells of their cattle 
to prevent the gingling, and forbid a wotd 

to 
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to be Ipoken by -the pafiibngcrs, that the ava-K. 
lanche, which wak«. on the mountain Aot 
overwhelm them, niay not hear them ap-i 
proach. Little crofTes placed by the road : 
fide where travellers have perifli^d, arc me- • 
lancholy mementos of fuch niOTtal accidents^ * 
againft which, however, precautions arc* 
taken, by firing mufkets to ftiake the air 
and precipitate the impending! avalanche. 
Huge fragn^nts of rocks fometimes prefent) 
themfelves as if they threatened to obftrujdl. 
the way ; and we remarked one enormous 
piece of beautiful granite that fkirted the- 
road, and is called the devil^s ftone, which, • 
on account of fbme mifimderftanding with, 
the people of the country, he brought down^ 
from the mduiitain to deftroy fome of the 
works he had himfelf formerly con*» 
ftruded. 

If any fupeiiftition is pardoQable, it is 
that of the inhabitants of this/ mountaini' 
. . and 
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gnd had the epic poets irom Homer, dowfl 
to our fublime Milton, ieen this vallejr of 
SchelHnm bcforeithey dcfcribed their Tar^ 
tarus or Pandemonium, they would have; 
cau^t fome new images of the fayage andi 
terrific, and their hells would have bebi ha<^ 
bitatipns lefs defirable* 

. The devil of this countrjr, however, 
carniot, in the eftimation of the rude moun^ 
taineers, be the fame malignant mifchievouS' 
fiend which the inhabitants of plains and d^ 
vili^ed countries make him, fince, if he hsfi 
choien this chaos of nature for his habi^-» 
tion, he has not fhut up his palace, like 
other (lately monarchs, from the vulgar eye, 
Init, on the contrary, has unfolded the re- 
cefles of his dwelling by opening ways, 
and building bridges, which the moun- 
taineers believe none but himfelf could have 
conftruded, and by which he has certainly 
•• dcferved well of the country/* 

Nothing 
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Nothing can be im^giotd more bold aad 
darii^ than the road that leads through the 
valley of Schellefien to th^ mountain of St^ 
Gothard ; the difiiculties appear almoil iiw 
furmountable ; ^ fometimes the road feenis 
to narrow between frightful precipices on 
each fide, that great Uocks of granite are 
|daoed on the edges as fafeguards to the 
paflengers ; and where the mountain forbids 
all poffibility of paflage, offering an impe^ 
n^trabte rgpip^t by its vertical abruptnefs, 
thQ p^th JMts out from the fide fuppolrted 
by ar^s and pillars, which are built up 
from fome falient poinjts of the mafs be- 
neath. and fecms '' a ridge of pendant 
rock over the vexed abyfs/* , 

This road, the breadth of which differs 
according to the facili^ of ccmilruifticm, is 
in ilxne places from twelve to, fifteen feet 
wide, and in others only ten, Jeaving in 
general fpace enough for loaded nudes to 
5 pafs 
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pafs each other; it is paved the greatell 
part of the way ^yith granite, and is com- 
pared, -hy Mr, RaymcMid, to a ribband 
thrown negligently over the mountains. 



After winding for fome time among 
thefe awful fcenes, of which no painting, 
can give an adequate defcription, and of 
which an imagination the moft pregnant in 
fublime horrors could form but a very^im- 
perfedl idea, we came within the found of 
thefe catarads of the Reufs which an- 
nounced oi^r approach towards another ope- 
ration of Satanic power, called the Devil's 
Bridge. We were more ftriick with the 
auguft drapery of this fugematural work, 
than with the work itfelf. It feemed lefs 
marvellous than expeftation had pictured it, 
and we were perhaps the n?iore difappoint- 
ed, as we remembered that ** the wonder- 
ous art pontifical,*' was a part of architedure 
with which his- infernal majefly was per- 

fedly 
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fcdly \wdl acquainted j and the rocks of 
the vallfijr of Schellencn were certainly as 
fblid fbundatiohs for bridge building as 
*'* the Aggregated foil folid, or flimy/* 
which was coUeded amidft tlie wafte of 
tiiaos, irid crouded drove " from each fide 
Ihoaling towards the mouth of hell*." 

On tnis fpct we loitered for fotat time to 
contemplate the ftiipendous and terrific fce- 
nfery . iThe niountainoiir rocks lifted their 
heads abrupt, and appeared to fix the limits 
of our progrefs at this point, unlefs wc 
could climb the mighty torrent which was 
^^gS^^g ii:Apetuoufly for paflage under 
our feet, after precipitating its afflided wa- 
teK widi tremendous roar in fucceflive caf- 
cades over the disjointed rocks, and filling 
the atmofphere with its foam. 

Separating our&lves with reludance 

« Paradiie Loft, Book x. 
VOL* !• M from 
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ffom thcfc ojpjefts ofrOYcrwhclnung.grpat- 
nefs, .W;e turned an angle.qf the niourvta^ji.at. 
the cndjof tjie b^idgjc, apd prQceeded,aloi>g. 
a way of diflficult^ afcent, which led to a, 
tpck that^ %<e>pc4 ' ip.f^^xiblyl to bar our -paf-. 
fage, A bridge faftened. to this, r9ck by. 
iron work, and fulpendcd over th^ tojr^nt, 
was formerly the only means of paffiog, 
but numerous accidents kd the^oyernm^t 
to f(fek. another outlet. The rock bping^ too 
high to climb, and too weighty tarTcmqyc^ , 
the. engineer, took the middle way^ and r 
bored a hole in. the folid jnafe two hundred, 
feet long, and about, ten or . tw;elY^ f<et ^ 
broad and high, through which, he qirrie^^ 
the road. The entrance into this fu|>terri)-,, 
neous paflkgc , is almoft ^dark, and tlje. little., 
light thnt penetrates through .a cjcevice in the. 
rock, ferves only .to make its.obfcum^ 
more vifible. Filled with powerful images 
o£<:thcLtercibkand fublime, fro^.thc cnor-r 
mous objea:s..whiclii had bcei^ contemplat- 
ing 
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iftg^^ for' Ibnnte H6ui^ p^^ objefts, theforirii' 
of whfehf'werc new' to riiy itiflagJfiition,' ' it , 
wasSibt'without a*ftelmg*of reludtahce thaf* 
rpftnt^d into thf^ fcehe of ni^Y, wh'ofe* 
thick ^oom^ herghteiicd 'ev^rjr- ftHifdt'ibh" of^ 
terror.' ' ^ 

After paffiiig tWough'thiS civtrn; thb* 
view which fdddenly unfoldidd' itfelf'ap^' 
peared rather a gay illulion of the fane/' 
than real nature. No magical wand was 
cTer^fiblfedto (hiTf hlbre inftaritkrieoiil^ the 
fcehe, or call iip^fbrnis-of more flriking^ 
c6n'trafltothBfe!orf wliidh^ W6 hkd gazed; 
drt thtrothetiitlg bf thfe caVem Wd ferried - 
afrSdittKc chaos oFihe 'overthrow oFnkture;^ 
oti'tfiis^ We hehtlA^ hfer ^refl: in kll ^thd loVc- ' 
lindsr of ^irifeftcy/or rdri^atiori,* with'every ' 
cJi^ndi'of fbff aiid' traln4uil b^Uty. The' 
rugged and 'Hdiiy ' iriterftites hetweeri^the * 
irioiintain arid^ die' road wiere here chahgeci 
into fmooth and verdant paths; the abrupt^ 
Ma prcci- 
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precipice and fhagged rock were metamoi'* 
phofed into gcndy floping declivities; the 
barren and monotonous deiert was trans- 
formed into a fertile and fmiling plain. The 
longrefounding catara£t» ftruggling through 
the huge mafles of granite, here be-, 
came a calm and limpid current, gliding 
over fine beds of fand with gentle mnr- 
mursy as if relu<3:ant to leave that enchant^ 
ing abode^ 

Near the middle of this delicious valley, . 
called the Vale of Urferen, is the village of 
In-der-Malt, which appeared to have been . 
lately built: behind it was a fmall foreft o£ 
pii>e trees, which are preferved with fo . 
much care as a rampart againft the ava- 
lanches, that the facred wood was not hdd 
more inviolate; and we were told, that the 
profanation of the axe on this palladium 
would be followed with the death of the 
facrilegious o&nder. 

Qdc 
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One of my fellow travellers obferved^ 
that this valley, which is three miles in 
Jength, and two in breadth, had, according 
to every appearance, been originally a lake ; 
for which he adduced many mineralogical 
reafons j and that the drying up of the lake 
was occafioned by fome violent fradion at 
the bottom of the valley, which drained the 
water off from the land, leaving it in its 
prefent form. Every part of the valley bore 
marks of high cultivation^ if that term can 
be applied to the culture of meadow lands, 
where we faw herds of cattle grazing. One 
produdion^indeed, eflentially neceflary for a 
a)untry fo elevated, was wanting; although 
the day had been lincommonly beautiful and 
ferene, and the fun flied its fofteft rays 
where we entered this valley, yet the fnows 
on the higher mountains, and our feelings, 
when at the clofe of the evening we readied 
die vilMge of the Hofpital, at the oppofite 
ilde ,of the valley, reminded us that the 
^I 3 moft 
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nlQ0: appeptable oflfering oviT; hoft ^copld 
yna kc .ijs: was , onp of xhoft l^und^s ^f ^wx^od 
which tl^e villagers ^ephliged ^o ^brj^ig^^ 
xvlth gr?flt l^bor .^n^ ex|)erice fr9^ jt^ie 

^cording to popular trfditiqn, ihjs yaJ^ 
ley was npt always fo unpToyidc^ :!ff'}t^ th^ 
^rticlp of firft npceffity : the iriQuntfUneers 
^re perfuaded\th9.t tjie^r hills were f>xux *co« 
vcre4 ^jth forcfts, ^but jthat foiine m^iciaii 
\yhQ 4\Y4t liigher up % ijipuntai|?, oj: inc 
fome Either place, jiefs a paradife thaipi their- 
pwn, not opjy bjfrot tfew V^P^Si !?Wt fo- 
boujid the. foil with pptenf fpells, that it hz^ 
§yer ijnce )?<pen jncapafjje of producing trees, 
The. QiagipiaQ c^u}4 i)pt h^y^ g^Jjibifed ? 
more mifcjiievqus fpecimen of Jiis arj tq 
the inha|)itanfs of t|)is valley. Ti^^F Wlghl 
indeed Jiaye repairf^ ^^le conflagration, but 
what ^xprcifti) fl^^J] TPI^P^S /f^J^ifJ tR 4i? 
(Sichanted foil | §901? wrjt^? copj^fti^re 
^ ' that 
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that &it wo6d[ hi 'this valley ^s cdnfomed 
hf ^cci^eritj a!rtA thalt Wees grew no 
jftOretfh thei^ot, becaufe the winds which ' 
fweep itrefittihly oVer the heights teat t^ 
'die yoiirt^ pbhts before they can take root, 
hehg \inlhcltered by old trtes. The greater 
^rt bf the Valiifes of Switzerbhd, it 1$ 6b- 
fehrfed, Weat tfie fame appearance ; IHe foil 
dfceafibiially giVte wa^; the trifes on the 
htghet* jgitound IdTe ihcit fobtihg and Aide 
ddwh; thofe which grow beneath thehi 
beihg no lohger fheltered arc torn uj> by 
wirids } ^d fndW *t^hich then accumulates , 
without oppofitibn oh the heights, where 
thofe forefts flood, melting dt the fetUrn o^ 
fprihg, overwhelhis the hills with torrcrits; 
dragging away thfe vegetable earth, and 
IfcaVifig the moruhtaiil a fkclctbri, unfit for 
p^brfage, or precipitating itfelf in the form 
of stvalarichcs, tieftroys every thing in its 
courfe^ 



M 4 This 
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This valley is under the prot? dlion, oip 
r^the^ fubjedl to the Cantop of Uri* It for- 
merly made part of the Empir?, ^ut the 
Abbot of Difwtis, in the GrifonSt poflcfled 
various feignorial rights. T^hc houfe . p^ 
Auftrif difpofed of it§ prefedure in the 
beginiung of the fouj:tecnth century, ^ 
Henri de L^Hofpital, a gentleman of Uri^ 
from whom it was afterwards forcibly 
transferred, as hiftqrians tell us, to Conrad 
de Moos, another gent^nan pf the fan|ne 
country. The parage through this vaUey 
had often been, the fubje<fl of contention. 
At oi^e time the inhabitan^ts, afiifled by the 
Abbots made ^a^ on their neighbours of 
Uri; at another, aided by their former op- 
ponents and two other neighbouring Can-, 
tons, they crofled St. Gothard to fight with 
their prefent fellow fubjecfls, the iijiha- 
bitants of the Levantine. Various other dif- 
putes having arifen betv/een the inhabitarH^ 
and the Abbot, which always terniinated io^ 

bloodfhed, 
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l>}oocUIied, the people who had been indd^te 
5?d to their allies of Uri, for thdr afEftanoc 
in the prefervation of their liberties, fuc- 
iregded in the beginning of the fifteenth cen-r 
tury in a negociation with the Canton, and 
relieyed themfe^ves for ever of the trouble 
9f taking any farther ca|'e of their own 
privileges, by putting them under the dir 
re£tiQn of their mpre powerful neighbours,, 
*with a referye,; however, of municipal 
lights, fuch as the eledbioh of their ma- 
giftrates, and the trial of civil and criminal 
^ufes, fubjedt to the rcyifion of the ^an-? 
ton of Uri. ~ 

The vall^ contains two other villages, 
befides thefe ^rcady mentioned ; and they 
are the higheft focial habitations in Europe* 
The ccclefiaftical affair^ of the valley are 
under the diredion of the Biftiop of Coire, 
nor has the late revolution interrupted thi? 
fpiritual intercourfe. Formerly the inhabi- 
tants 
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tsatits :^:i!C3^c their |)rieft8 itii^^ to ^ ^dti^. 
itrmstticm of the bilbop, anid &e M>hdt 
of Di&DCtis^ but of late tlse a&riiin£^tor 
in hdljr tinings is a Capuchm df the Cim« 
toiu 
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W)E^R#d4*e ^^^ at .die vUlj^c-of Hof,. 
pk^y 3i>d t^e next ^nqcning p^iifilied pji^ 
Joju^^cy, ^^¥?Wg f/cw bqnce to a/cwd 
what is prpperly the mountain of St, Qo^- 
thard. The fcene no longer exhibited the 
j^^yragc Ipxxo^ of the chaps ^is hgd trav^ed 
d^ piwp^iflg %'i rt»e ro^ wais ijeitfejer 
i^reiiady ffipf4 9^ dangeroins ^ eviery where 
WP feeji^ld YjB^f^tioji, and the. njpufitaiR 
i^iyrtk, thp wljite l>e|}e^ore, ^i\A other 
iJif^bs, indig?rpus to high regions, were ii^ 
th^i|r bJoQRi. The Reufs had now funk 
into a fivulet, bepg no logger fed, as belpw, 
by the rjumprous ftreams that aflTemble theif 
waters ^onp the hills ofi eaql^ fide Uyfeyen ; 

fe????tim?5t W pr?^,tf^i ft f^cceffiqx of f^nci^ 

ful 
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ful cafcades, acrofs which one might leap 
without appreheniion, ^ytn if the foot 
ihould flip in the enterprife. We had been 
much aflfedgd durii^ the night with^cold, 
and concluded that we had more tq fufiey 
before we gained the fununit; but exercife 
and the enlivening fun-beams banifhed ^ 
fcnfation fo new, after having the preceding 
4ay felt the heats of July in the valley of 
Altorf, 

We hitherto found that we had in^ 
bulged a vain expe6latioh of enjoying, from 
thofe lofty heights, vaft and pidturefque 
views of the countries beneath ; fince we 
had nearly attained what is called the top of 
St. Gothard^ and had yet feen no objeiSl that 
was more remote than the diflance of two 
leagues. If we looked forward, there ap- 
pcard nothing but the mountain which we 
had to climb, and which, having afcended, 
was fucceeded by another. When wc looked 
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tack, the moantain we had left wm thr 
only ofajed which pre&nted itfdtfi aini on 
either fide our vifcw was confined by thcfc 
wocxfcd precipices, through which^ the pre^i 
cediflg ittoming, We had ivihded our way^ 
Betw<^ Urfereh and the fummit of St; Go* 
thard^ amidft piles of rocks which feenled 
to forbid all ken beyotid^ we Were, how^ 
ever, gratified with ope. of thde burfti 
through an opening to the north, which 
difplayed in rich fuccefiion the fummits of 
all the incHtfitains we had pafled, and others 
at an immenfe diftance^ fome gilded by fun^ 
ihine, atod fonae enveloped by clouds rolling 
like a troubled ocean far beneath. 

Although the iun poiircd its noan*tide 
rays, we perceived that we were afcending 
into regions of froft, from the appearance, 
or rather the abfence, of vegetation^ The 
luxiu'iant pailure of the valley was fuccced- 
cd by a coiarfe fpiral grafs, which now gaVte 

way' 
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way ti> tttctf^v^ cfrth^bare roSk; • arSf- a •feWi' 

iHg: itfelfy- ftenied to^rferfcj not fo^^iftWch^ 
the bastf cnftefS of 'the foU, ae tfete-jlrofferip 
tion of ve^tabkvlijfei ' 

Wc Uf kngth^ffeindd thfeTiAWrfflf of-Sff.- 
Gothsird^ artd"wei« fduted/oh^oiirat^rvkfat- 
the convent by- a courteous ^ n^oiA', who- 
canid out td wel^omd us; and *iAv4» to .fcflife ' 
itfrclhmcnts.t Dm'mgythxttror f*Ur months ' 
ia the y«ar thefe Capuehkifr f|)€*id' thck- 
time agifeeably; enough, and pfbb&bly there' 
is no fpot half fo fir out Jof *he'~reacb bf the 
habitable globe, whef^ fo mulch' variej^^f' 
amufement is to be found* Every fuccef- 
fiye gueft has much to inquire ot iirifiart, 
and hecc above the world thefe hermits htfve 
many opportunities of v^itheflirig the%vhim* ' 
lies and follks with which' if aboufids; 
Th^ informed us, that thc^day before our ^ 
fltffival^a numerous retinue of 'horfes, oxpnr- 
5 mules, 
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imdes; a»d other oattk, lad'pajSed' in the 
6iite;oj:a great man, wbofe carriage they hai^ 
dn^ged^ b)r«his o^^, from the bottom of ^ 
tte nu»mtain, that he nr>ight have- the fame- 
of croilmg St. Gothard in a vehicle- witfe 
wheds. As our couDtiymen are Known to- 
be the only travelling philofophers, w^ho 
naakb experiments of this kiiid, the Monks 
had no difii^lty in conje(Slttring on the ap- 
proach . of: thi« ' long prbceffionv that ' if it 
was not • the -Emperor, or the burgo-mafter 
of Benae, the twogreateflrpcrfonages thfey had 
heard ^,- it muft be an EngHfh Lord ; and* 
they w^re not miftaken in their conjedture ;, 
it proved to be an Englilli Lord," who, foir 
the reafdns above-mentionecl, had run the 
^ifk of breaking his neck in his mountain 
gig^ over-precipices-, which he might have 
ttaverfed 'without danger on horfeback, or 
if he could not ride, in a litter. A tragical 
cflfedl of this fort of temerity had happened 
fome time before to another young Englifli 

nobleman^ 
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nobleman^ Dvho;. afthoagh repeatedly wamcd 
jby his tutors, tfeit if he attempted tofwiiti 
down the catarafts of the Rhine, near RhirU 
icldeti, he would inevitably be dafhed to 
jpieoeSy made^ thie fatal expeHment, void 
^rifhed with his companion on the rocks; 

In the winter the intertourfe of theft 
fathers is confined chiefly to the tniilcteers, 
\vhoi at all feafons^ traveirfe theft rhouritaim 
in fpite of fnows and avalanches. Here the 
jpoor traveller^ beaten by the tempefls, finds 
irepofe and nourifhment ; nor do the Monks 
demand^ even of the wealthy palTenger, any 
reCompence for the courtefies they beftowi 
Every thing that their houfe affords is fct 
before him with cheerfulnefs ; ,and he 
ufually returns the hofpitality, by leaving 
oh his departure a piece of money under his 
plate, in order to provide for the relief of 
travellers, Icfs fortunate than himfelf. But 
thefe pious fathers chiefly maintain this be- 
nevolent 
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nev6lem dtablifhment^ by bfcggbg once a 
year thix)Ugh Switzerland for its fuppctft^ 
^kjld Wdl. would monaftic orders ^ have de** 
ferved of mankind^ and a ftrongcr force 
dian the French revolution Would it have 
required to deftroy them, had they confe-, 
crated their lives and labors to works of 
fimilar ufefulnefs> and thus become the 
benefadtors inftead of the burdens of fo^ 
citty. 

The name of Gothard was given- to this 
mountain, according to hiftorians, befdre 
the eftabUflurient of Chriftianity , from the ' 
Defty Worfhipped there^ who was iHledj as' 
the ndnte imports, the Gbd of the fummit^ 
or God over all : the canonization of the 
mountain did not take place till the twelfth 
dentuiy, when. Pope Innocent the lecc«id 
made the mountain a faint, andj with ro- 
man policy, chained tht god of the van* 
(juifhed faith to the car of Chriflian tri- 
VOL I. N umphs* 
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lanpfas^ 1^1^ n^iuQtwtt rare ixi ^fc^^ptosr 
caHcd the Mountaira of OipiJi and tltbotigfe 
worfhip in^gk<»>pkc^kl^ b^^ i^ij|n^i^ 
as idolafay^ yiet iiiir^y,; ifthie ten?pfej wh4(?h 
hcftieHjghts thc-Siifffeio^Bfing, ^a tem^ 
pfe iMrt TOnde.withhM^Si that which aext 
to tbt pure aiad inqocent hpart is anaoft, 
waitl^ ofhfs .iiiWiituty ar^ the fommuc^ gf 
thf^e cv^bfting rtioimtadnsf die_^u^ hut 
neajreft refemblance on earth of his im- 
changeablenefs and eternity. 

On the top of St* Gothardt one of the, 

nioft elevated ixioiia[itamspf Europe, we |iad 

once iiaa^iae^ the view into I.telj on ^iincr 

fide, and dyer Switzerland on the other^ 

•would reward ^ our toil; but this |4aU> 

fonn> fo raifed above the level of the car^, 

IB ovdy a deep valley, ^^fhen compared with 

the lateral mountai^LS, and (kirtiag-piles p£ 

rock that bouiKi the, view t^ this, deiar$, 

^ diverfified Only by the , habitation :of the 

i .'^ Cajpuchiins, 
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Capi9Nihins, mid tHe ftdjoinifig hkts. Had 
wc even been able to reach ajiy of thofj 
xocky fummits, which lie on either fide, 
we fliould have p^rmved ofa!y a <^os of 
rocKsaad momrtaifts beneath, with clouds 
floating dt their bafes^ cooceaJfotJ: tl>er^ 
from oju^ view, aijd cliffy ^oye <:av€i:e4 
with imtroddeil fn^ws ; fp[r we were not 
yet kk the region of OJaciers ; the eternal ice 
impoidfid far bey^jsidi ao^ we were tol4 
Aftt ^ n^tfteriMpgifts^ <K *bofe who ^ in 
f^di of cryftal, whic^ i^ ^found in con- ^ 
fideifable quantity in tho£e mountains, are 
Ae only perfpos who ^xpofe thenafejlves to 
^:4wger pf ciiinbi^ thefe tremgjdc^s 
pipcip^ces. At a little jdiitance firoxn the 
Horace, we paiJpd thiiee or four kkes, each 
*bout ^'quarter of a urf^ long^ 2«id of gr^t 
<itep<h. Thefe lakes ar^e the foj^^es of th? 
Rw^ and the Xeffino ; pnp ojf thoft river? 
j&a(is the Po, ^ f^ws into th? Atotie* 
^9th^ mjj^kfis.ppc of ^be hwdwai ftimro? 
N 2 that 
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that fwell the Rhine in its progrefs to the 
German ocean • 

In our ranables near the convent, we faw 
the remains of a mighty avalanche, which 
had fo fallen as to form a magnificent 
bridge over the torrent of the Tcflino, the 
waters having hollowed it below in ftrug- 
gling for a paflage ; but its furface had yet 
refifted all the attacks of the fummer fun 
beams, and feemed as if pleafed with its 
new habitation, it had there fixed its abode 
for ever. We walked over thk icy bridge 
to the other fide of the torrent^ and fome 
of my fellow travellers amufed thcmfelves 
with a diverfion not very common in the 
middle of July, that of throwing fnow- 
balls at each other. The temperature of this- 
fnountain, the monk told us, was at times 
Various, even in the fame day ; but more 
conftant in general than in the region be- 
neath*. Sometimes the Italian zephyr came 
' ' • over 
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over them with its genial influenq^, and 
conveyed a tranfient fenfation of fummer : 
fometimes they enjoyed clear fun-fhine on 
the.fummit, when travellers arrived from 
below drenched in rain; but it appeared 
from the good man*s narrative, that we 
muft make a winter's fojoum with him to 
form any adequate idea of the pelting of 
the pitilefs ftorm during fix or feven 
months of the. ye^t 

We bade adieu to this courteous monk, 
promifing ourfelves the fatisfadlion of 
fpending a day with him on our return, 
^d began to defcend the mountain Qfi the 
Italian fide, which, though ajmoft verti^ 
cally ft^p, is rendered pradlicablc by a 
well paved road, formed along the fide of 
the mountain, ?uid which, by its frequent 
r^urns, brings the traveller without much 
inconvenience to the bafe. Although the 
^•oad was good, the declivity was tOQ great 

N 3. to 
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to adihit of* our frtifting ourfelves on horfe- 
back, efpeciilly as our horfes had not been 
accuftomed to travel through fuch moun- 
tainous countries. As we loitered down the 
fteep, the muks we had left behind at the 
cdnvent overtook us, and we admired the 
firmncfs vt^ifli which they trod under theft 
h^avy burdens. Mean while a numerous 
caravan coming from Italy had begun to 
afcend the fame precipice; and nothing 
could be more picflurefque than the waving 
piSEure they pr^fented, ^s they moyed ilong 
the winding path, 

I felt;fotfr6 apprehenfion, that the meet;- 
ihg of fuch a fiumbei- of mules, with their 
Mts diftended by patiiets- or wine-tafk*, !ii 
fo narrow a r6ad, muft be fatal at feaft foi 
6^ flivifion^ which I e!xpt&:ed to fte tumb- 
Viti^ d6tHi^ the j^retiplce' frcfta the fliock of 
fh* other j'*kit thefeiriimaki aS if confdous 
i]ff tbfrdingei-; cfeei^ fo titt uttloft Verge of 
^'" '^ the 
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the road on either fide, and pafs each other 
in long fueceflibn without the flight^fl: touch. 

After defcending a confiderable way, w^ 
turned to look back on the precipices we 
had pdled. High in air, ata fejttote diftance, 
we beheld the T^ffino on the ftiftimk of the 
nKHintain, rufliing as from «hc flcy over thd 
perpendicular rock. The- eye, after Ibfing 
ft for a moment, dgain catches its daring 
torrent, idling over a fcccmd ptecipicd, now 
itttemip<ed in its fall by juttihg fraigtnieilts, 
ntm fifugglingdowtt'k declivity of d^^ 
tatfed tnaf&s, brt^Kefi iAt& variW chahnds-. 
Awhite it vartkhcs "htMtiS the anglttf of -the 
neighbourtrtg mcmtitains, tl'i^ fofting its 
paflagc through k harrow corifine of -ftu- 
pendovrs granite beneath; dilates and throws 
itfeif in one broad foaming fhect over the 
humbler 'rock^. ^ Again loft, 'you fee 
it no more, tiff it paffis* filcntfy near 
the fpot whence' you' gaze; in fojft di- 
N 4 vided 
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vided ftream^, th^t at length, uniting, roll 
down in a long fucceflion . of regular 
cascades, but Jittle elevated gn? abpve th^ 
Other, 

The country around, though barren from 
it^ height, wears all the fmile of vegetation i 
the niountains are lofty and rpmantic, but 
leis terrific ^$ we defend ; ^nd fo little 
dangerous are the precipices, that while we 
were windiog along the road, fpmc ?f our 
conipanyj amufed therpfelves by climbing 
upon thefummits ih^ fldrted it. and jomjgd 
us at a bridge, with vwripus fpecimen^ of 
beautiful flqnes which they had picked up 
in theij: rai^bkjs* Th^e mountains ar^ 
rich mines fpr mineralog^ls. We had long 
phyfical difquifitions^ about quartz^^ mica, 
and fchorl, which not being perfectly intel- 
ligible to n\<^^ I continued to gaze, with un- 
tired delight, on the icene around me, while 
thefe naturalifts marched off to examine 

whether 
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whether an adjoining mountain had mpft 
l^rata of white felt-fpar or green granite. 
Without much knowledge, however, in the 
fcience of ftones and rocks, the traveller 
cannot but obferve with admiration the di- 
verfities of thefe inanimate objedls as he 
paffes along the road, which, in fome places, 
is ftrewcd with thefe variegated minerals, 
and becomes refplendent from the fhivera 
of iparkling rock that are walhed down by 
tjbe ftreams from the funamit of the moun- 
tain. 

Half way between the convent and the 
firft Italian village, is a bridge over the 
Telfinoj which is fwellcd by a torrent that 
joit^s it from a neighbouring precipice, 
when the river, which for fome time paft 
had flowed tranquilly along, as if fuddenly 
impelled by its new companion, re-aflumes 
itschara^erpf wildnefs, and ruihes in dif- 

order 
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order over the rocks. Here vegetation again 
ilruggles into life; the under fhrubs lift 
up their meek heads, the tufted rofe of the 
Alps and the mountain-myrtle waf!e their 
fweetnefs on the defart fcene, and dwarf 
larch-trees gracefully fkirt the path. The 
rapid defcent to the bafe of the mountain is 
highly pidlurefque, the verdant valley be- 
neath, in which Airolo is placed, fuddenly 
opened to us ftrewn with' villages, and, 
when compared with the folitudes we had 
left, prefented a large and beautiful prof- 
ped of human exiftence ; while the gloomy 
grandeur of the forefts of dark pines on 
one fide, and the view acrofs the valley of 
leffer mountains, whole laff fnows were dif^ 
jfolving in the fummer ray oh the other, 
form altogether a fcene where fublimity and 
grace blend in fofemn harmony. 

We entered into the Levantine valley at 
5 Airolo,. 
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Aifolo, which is a conflderable village, or 
rither a ftMitoWh'zt the foot of St, Go, 
mam; Randfomely buifr of flone, and the 
chief Entrepot oi' Wa*ehooffe fo^ all goocfs 
that pafs between this part of Switzerland 
and Italy. 

The adventurous fpirit of commerce, 
fearlefs of the hanging precipice, the fall* 
ing avalanche, and the yawning gulph, firft 
traced the daring path acrofs this mountain, 
the higheft, after Mont Blanc, iri Europe, 
and has thus connedted, by the foft ties of 
civilization, two countries, between which 
natur? feemed to have placed an infur- 
mountable barrier. A fmart girl, the 
daughter of the innkeeper at Airolo, fpoke 
of herfelf as one of the mountain favages, 
with an air fo gracefully coquettifh, and in 
fuch pure Italian, as convinced us that fhe 
would have been much mortified had we 
afftaied to credit her affertion. She re- 

minded 
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minded. mq of an-expreflion I had read in 
one of Rouffeau's unpubliflxed letters to the 

former NJarchionefe de C ■ , . *^ that he 

had quitted Pajpis Xo j^Q and civiUze hhnfelf 
in the woods,** ... : . . . 
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CHAP. xm. 

VaBtj cf Levantine.'^Torrents $f thi TtJJino.^^Har^ 

After leaving Airolo, we journeyed 
for fome hours on a fine level road, which, 
from our late perpendicular travelling, we 
found a very agreeable relief. The Teffino 
partakes alfo of the gentleriefs of the plain, 
arid being joined on its entrance into the« 
valley by the torrents. that flow from the 
Glaciers on the eaftern fide, which feparate^ 
this country from the Haut Vallais, rolls 
along an ample river, and is ftill fed in its 
progrefs by tributary ftrearas from the lofty. 
mountains that divide the Levantine from 
the Grifons on one fide, and the valleys of 
Locamo and Maggia on the other. The 
rufhing of welters on our right as we paffed 
. / . ' along. 
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along, led us to penetrate through a little 
grove of alder-trees to the river, where wo 
beheld one of thefe tprrmts, paying its ho- 
mage to the Tcffino in a manner fingularljr 
graceful. Swelled by the heat oii the upper 
mountains beyond its ufual volume, it rol- 
led Jmpetuoufly down its narrow chamiel, 
and difdaintng its accuftomed barrier of a 
rock, by which divided into two ftfcams 
it flowed on each fide into the river; now 
rufhing with a fuller tide of. waters, it 
bounded over the obftade vfhich it couM 
.hot displace, and mingled itfelf wM^ the 
Teffino at an ample diftance^ a^fer defci^ib^ 
ihg a lofty dnd 1)e»u6fully fbathei^ed anJi; 
The upper part of lfhi« valley is chiefly de^ 
Voted to p^urage, but wd fcuad Ae pea- 
fants in fbme places drying dfieir com, 
which operation is performed by dui^end<* 
ing the iheafs on long poles acraogad hofi^ 
2ontally above each <tfb<^» ^^ <fai tat' 
others tibat are (luck ill tl)e-gi<Hind^ Thenar 
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was a ligfatnefs and grace in the ruftv move- 
ments of thefe fubjedk Italians, which theij^ 
mailers on the other fide of St. GotharcJ 
hsd not yet acquired. At the diilance o£ 
every quarter of a mile in the nooks of 
moUiltainSt and on the edge of pssecipiccSp:-^ 
the white ^pire lifts its ftatcly head, and 
gives you, araidft fccnes* of favage wildoefs^ 
a ;^impi[e of civilization^ Secluded ai;n;id£t 
thoJIb alpine heights from the reft of man* 
kind, rd^ion &€ms t^ be the fok itttellec** 
tlial pieaiiire of the inhabit^Eits of tbe£e do^ 
£uts^ and the ilow founds of the frequent 
bell 4;hat, amidft the defts of the rocks^ 
JbioUs to chufch,, is hoard with a ibothing 
fenfatieto, by the mufing traveller, flii^in^ 
its ibft vihr^ions on the mountain echoes » ^ 

The dofing evening brought us to A^ 
houfe where a toll is received for paflage^ 
and which we found alfo a very plealant 
and cottifortable inn* 

Having 
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'HaVifig accompanied the I'effino fince 
our departure from' Airolo, flowing fome- 
tinies 6n our Hght, and fometimes on our 
left, with a geiitle and fteady courfe ; we 
fuppofed that the youthful fpirit with which 
it had bounded ovet its native Regions being 
now fobered, it would continue to purfue, 
with an even current, ** the rioifelefs; tenor 
of its way/* The loud roar of niany wi-» 
ters, as we alighted from our horfes at Da- 
?;io, led us to catch tlie kft lingering fhacfes 
of twilight, and follow thofe powerful 
founds • Having advanced a few paces, wef 
perceived that the fpacious valky thtoiigh 
which We had travelfed, was abruptly clofed 
by fhzpendous perpendicular rocks, that left 
no ofhef opening than a narrow channel 
with a fpace gained from it by human in* 
duftry to form a road between its mafly 
walls and the torrent. The waters which 
had begim to ftruggle for pafTage above l 
bridge which is thrown acrofs the'flream, 
I were 
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were now tortured into a thouland forms* 
Hrre a mafs of rock of enormous fize in 
the^midftof the.diinnel raifed the river at 
once from its bed^ pouring it impetuoufly 
into a deep bafon with tremaidous roar ; 
there a rifted cleft, the only outlet to the 
waters; increafed their fury, and daihing 
againfl: the rocks with redoubled force, broke 
the torrent into different currents, and filled 
the afmofphere with particles of its foam. 
The erKMrmous mafles of rdck fometinies 
lifted ereft their bold and flvage IhapeS, and 
fometimes, where tjiey had been hoUowied 
out to form the road, lowered at an immenfc 
height over the path and the torrent with 
fuch. threatening afped, that I could not 
pafs beneiath without feeling an involuntary 
ihUdder, which was heightened by the ap- 
proaching darknefs. Below the frowning 
brow of the rocks, hanging groves of pine 
and fir bend majeftically from the clifft, 
while the graceful larch-tree decorates the 
VOL. I. ' O banks. 
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banks, and the weeping birch bends far 
over the ftream and mingles its lo^ig 
branches with the agitated .waters. The 
rapidity of the defcent is communicated to 
the river, and a fucceifion of fweeping caf- 
cades, that rufh in every imaginary form 
^down a channel, worn at a fearfuj depth 
.below the level of the road, leads to a 
ibridge which feemed hung in air over the 
.gulph, but of which we could only catch 
,an imperfect glimpfe, fince the laft fhades 
.of evening had no^y fallen on the fcene, and 
.we trod back our fleps up the winding 
..brink gf the torrent, not without the deepeft 
Jmpreflions of awe foftened by admiration.. 

On our return we found Dazio the refi- 
-dence of mirth an4 gaiety. It wa§ the 
liarveft-home of the mafter of the inn, and, 
Laswe.pafled to our apartments, a chorus 
^niet our ear that feemed ro.burft from fome 
^throats niore tuneful thm thofe of peafants. 
. : " With 
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With the licfence allowed to travellers^ we 
joined the feftive throng, and were not a 
little amufed with the manner in which this 
harmonious circle was compofed. The 
chief of the band, and moft illuftrious of 
the guefts, were half a dozen merry Italian 
priefts, who, it was evident, from their 
rubicund faces and fparkling looks, had 
been confulting other poets thap thofe whofe 
hymns were to be found in their breviaries 
or mafs-books. Great allowances muft be 
made for national cuftoms, but the appear- 
ance of fo many holy men thrilling out 
amorous love-fongs, and chanting baccha- 
nalian glees, although with voices harmo- 
nioufly tuned, and ccMifidcrable force of 
execution, did not a little furprife us, who 
were accuftomed to the gravity and referve 
of the clerical character in. other countries. 
We were, however, led to fuppofe thjgt 
thefe priefts had not overftcpped the bounds 
here allowed to their profeffion, from the 
O 2 delighted 
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delighted and refpediful attention with 
which the nifties around liftened to their 
melody; nor is it probable they would 
have indulged themfclves in this gay de- 
meanor, at the rifle of exciting a fentiment 
of irreverence towards their 'perfons. 

in the morning we went to take another 

view of this;, region of nature*s marvels ; 

dayJight had dimiriiftied fomething of us 

terror^ and we furveyed its fs^vage graces 

with renewed aftoniflimient and rapture; 

the rocky fragments now glittcoed ia the 

fun, and the deep blue Italian fky ipread its 

lovely canopy over this fceac of lavilh 

beauty. ^ After paffing- the atrial bridge, of 

^ which we had caught a diftant glimpfe 

> the preceding eveqing^^ we journeyed dowi 

a fteep but well-cdnftruded road oa the 

' €age of the Teffino, which rolled along its 

narrow bed, if not with all the during bold- 

^ nefs of its mountain* courfe, at leaft with 

' -' ^' - fufEcient 
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fufBcient turbulence toXeize the delighted 
attention, while the fih wearied eye alternate- 
ly wandered from the rapid waters to the 
pidurefque drapery of their banks. 

As we proceeded, the valley extended 
itfelf in breadth, and adipitted of various 
kinds of cultivation, amongft which we 
rgg^sd that of the purple vines, beneath 
whofe broad leaves and pendant clufters, 
dropping from feftoons arched over our 
heads as we paffed along the road, we found 
relief from the parching heat of the mid- 
day fun, while we looked up to the fnowy 
mountains which bounded this fcene of 
fummer, with a feeling of fomething like 
regret that we were out of the reach of 
their frigid influence. 
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G.HAP. XIV. 

Government of the Levantine Valley. 

1 HE Levantine Valley contains feveral 
well-built villages, and the number. of inha- 
bitants, w^ho are all Italians, is computed at 
about twelve thoufand. They have in* ge^ 
neral a look of intelligence, and fomething^ 
of mountain-independence in their manner ; j 
but are under complete fubjedlion to the 
democracy of the Canton of Uri. The 
valley is divided into eight vicinanze or dif- - jj 
tridls, about a league each in extent.^ The \ 
village of Faido, which is fituated in the 
midft of the Valley, is the refidence of the 
bailiff or governor, who is eleded to this 
office by the Canton of Uri, or who, rather 
agreeably to the eftabliftied mode of eledion 
in thefe democracies, purchafes the place of 
his fellow citizens i who know too well the 

value 
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value of money not to make a good bargain 
of their rights. Once in four years the in- 
habitants of this Valley behold the cortege 
of their new fover^ign defcending from Sh 
Gothard, perhaps, with fomewhat of the 
fame fenfations as the defencelefs timid bird 
views the downward flight of the pouncing 
Iiawk, darting on Kis prey. 

Thefe ruftic monarchs of Uri, in coming 
to govern a people, of whofe language,- 
manners and cuftoms they are ignorant, do 
not appear to be animated by the ambition, 
which led Caefar to wifh rather to be the 
firft man in a village than the fecond at 
Rome. They have more folid views than 
thofe of power ; that of repleniftiing their 
treafury, exhaufled in rewards to their bro-!* 
ther fovereigns for their free fuffrages ; and 
no fooher are they inftalled at Barataria^ 
than fines, exadions, and rapacities of every 
kind follow in their train, and every refift-r. 
O 4 ^nce 
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ance to lawful authority meets^ with condign 
puniftiment : as the hiftory of each of thefe 
fubjeft valiies can tell, the hearts of whofc 
inhabitants haVe fomctimes fwelled beyond 
endurance at the extortion of their harpy 
governors • 

The people of the Valley revolted againft 
their fovereign of Uri in the beginning of 
this century, and obtained certain privileges, 
which their defccndants, by another revolt, 
thirty or forty years fince, have imprudently 
forfeited. Stung intodifobedience by fomc 
iwft of proeonfular tyranny, they took up 
?irms againft their fovereign, and put them- 
felves into a moft open and daring infurrec- 
tion. The Canton of Schweitz had, on a 
former pccafion, undertaken to reduce the 
infuigcnts, and had fucceeded ; but the pre-^ 
fent>rebellion bore fymptoms fo alarming^ 
that the whole of the Chitons armed to 
bring the Valley to obedience. Agreeably 

to 
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to the maxims of moft governments, that 
the governors are always in the right, and 
the governed in the wrong, no Canton can 
interfere in any difputes between the fove- 
reign and the fubje^ls, unlefs to punift the 
prefiimption of the kttcr. 

» 
The whole Helvetic body felt the caufe of 
the fovereign of Uri to be their own, and 
with heart and hand,^ with an alacrity 
worthy of the caufe, coalefccd together to put 
- a decifive flop to fuch hereticd and danger-i* 
ous pretenfions. Had the rebels only hadt 
to contend with their matters of Uri, it ib 
poflible they might have fliaken their au- 
thority j but when the infurgents beheld 
the cohorts of every regular government in 
Switzerland pouring down from the moun- 
tains in warlike array ; heard the loud blaft 
of their trumpets, repeated by a thoufand 
echoes amidft their cliffs and rocks ; faw 
terror in the van, and annihilation in the rear; 

they 
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they very prudently gave up a conteft, whidl 
muft have ended in their utter deftruc-* 
tian. 



The grievances of the infurgents were rc- 
drefled in the mode that might rationally be 
expedled : their form of government, and 
all their laws were abolifhed, and they were 
deprived of every privilege, municipal, 
civil, and judicial: the ufe of arms, to 
which every Swifs is accuftomed, however 
low his rank in the fcale of fociety, was 
ftriftly forbidden, and this fagfe precaution 
has. perpetuated their dominion, by deftroy- 
ing, not only the means, but the knowledge 
of reidftance, fince he who never handles 
arms muft remain ignorant of the exercife* 

Thu5 the former fubjedls of the Levan-^ 
tine Valley became the ui^refifting flaves of 
their citizen-fovereigns, and the bailiff of 
Uri is now their fole adminiftrator, law- 
giver, 
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giver, and judge. No one indeed can dif- 
pute the right of this Canton, and its ^lies, 
to reduce thefe rebels to obedience, fince the 
charter of their fervitude is clearly eftablifli- 
ed by every document of hiftory. In an- 
cient times they were probably, like other 
mountaineers, wild, and free: but in the 
twelfth century the country belonged to 
bifhops, then to the chapter of Milan } and 
in the fourteenth century Charles the Fourth 
mortgaged his imperial prefecture for a 
trfling fum to Conrad or John Moos j\the 
. fame perfonage, who had before monopo- 
lized the prefecture of Urferen. The can- 
ons of Milan, to rid themfelves of the fk- 
tigues of government, gave up their ecclc- 
liaftical titles to their dukc; by whom they 
were tranfmitted in the middle of the 
fifteenth century, on what conditions we 
know not, to the Canton of Uri, who have 
ever fince prudently kept pofleflion. It 
therefore clearly appears, that whether go- 
; vemed 
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vcmed by bifliops, emperors,' chapters, 
canons, John Moos, dukes or democrats, 
the inhabitants of the Levantine have aU 
ways, fince the twelfth century, been either 
fubjedls or ferfs. 

While the Canton of Uri takes care of 
the civil concerns of the inhabitants of this 
Valley, the archbifliop of Milan adminifters 
to their fpiritual neceflities : being judge in 
all ecclefiaftical difputes, with thfe privilege 
of placing his vicar general as redtor in the 
feminaryat Faido. Now, as the Archbifliop 
of Milan, under every political change, pre- 
serves the fandtity of his charader, he muft 
no doubt continue archbifhop, whether it be 
as Pontiff under the Emperor of Ger^ 
many, or as. fimplc citizen of the jCifalpine 
Republic. Whatever degree of fraternity, 
therefore, may in future exift between this 
Republic, and that of Uri, it is to be pre- 
^med, that no flight care will be taken by 

the 
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the latter to prevent the admiffion of tbofe 
principles, which have found their way into 
Lombardy, fince if eVer thefe principles 
fliould overleap their prefent geographical 
boundary, and become points of confcience 
with the fubjecSts of the Valley, the Canton 
of Uri will perhaps in vain apply to this re- 
publican archbifliop to anathemariz? tHbir 
difobedience. 
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CHAP. XV. 



Government of the Canton of Un\-^ Origin of Swife 
Freedom. 



Having traced this fhort (ketch of the 
manner in which the democratic Cantons 
of Switzerland govern their fubjedls, it will 
perhaps be proper to relate, in a few words, 
the manner in which they govern them- 
felves, 

« 
The government of the Cantons of Uri, 
Schweitz, and Underwalden, is faid to be 
democratic. Thefe ftates were once, like 
other parts of Switzerland, dependent on 
thp empire, and whether they were deemed 
from their fituation not worth the labour of 
conqueft, or were comprehended in that 
policy 'which engaged the princes of the 
, empire 
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empire tp grant fpecial imfnunitks to \^ri- 
ous cities, and diftrids^ the inhabitants o£ 
thefe wild countries enjoyed the privilege 
of chufing their own magiftrates, and be-* 
ing governed by their own laws, This'li^ 
berty, however, was fometimes reftrained 
by the pr^fence of an emperor's bailiff, who 
refided amongft them as fupreme judge in 
criminal cafes, apd poflfeffed other irftperial 
prerogati^^es. From fome^negled of t!hofe 
governors, ^ it happened that the Cantons 
were. often left to their own adminiftration, 
and in one of thefe intervals we find, from 
hiftory, they united together in the begin-^ 
ning of the twelfth. century, in defence of 
their rights, ^gaihft the Unjwft attack's of 
the moijks of the famous^ Abbey of Einfid- 
len. In vain did civil ppwer come in aid 
of eccjefiaflical thunders. Neither the ban 
of the empire, nor the excommunication of 
the church, could (hake^ even in thofe ages 
of darknefs and fcrvitude, the intrepid minds 

of 
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of thefe mountaineers ; a,nd their refiftance 
to the monks, the* emperor, and the church, 
was, after a ftruggle of thirty or forty 
years, crowned with fuccefs. Their leagues, 
offenfive or defenfive, with each other, could 
not, however, preferve their independence. 
In fpite of their petitions and remonllrancesi 
Rodolphe, Count of Hapflx>urg, was fent 
in the beginning of the thirteenth century, 
by tlie Emperor, Otho the Fourth, as im- 
perial prefed: i audit appears, from the 
good underftandkig between thefe Cantons, 
and the fucceffor of the Emperor, Frederick 
the Second, that their chains were not -worn 
'with an ill giape, hor %as their affiilancc 
to him in his Italian wars lefs chearfuHy 
' given fr(Mti his being then under the fen- 
tence of papal excommunication. 

The death of this emperbr, in the middle 
of the thirteenth century, having thrown 
the cmpkc into lon^ confufiori, the inhabi- 
\ 5 tants 
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tants of thefe Cantons^ inftead of taking 
advantage of the troubles, and regaining 
their late fhort-lived independence, chofe 
for their captain-general, defender, or go- 
vernor, another Rodolphe, Count of Hapf- 
bourg; It appears, however, that the Count 
performed effential fervices to thefe Can- 
tons, and when he was named to the pur- 
ple, confirmed or beftowed on them various 
privileges; but during the reign of his 
ambitious fon they obtained their indepen- 
dence. Albert had fucceeded in bringing 
feveral adjoining Cantons under his domi- 
nion; the town of Zurich alone refifted his 
folicitations and menaces, and was defended, 
in 1299, with valour and effed: by the 
Abbefs, who was governefs of the town, 
and .who difdained to fubmit to the Houfc 
of Auftria. Various were the expedients 
made ufe of by the new Emperor to engage 
the inhabitants of the three Cantons to fur- 
reiider their privileges , and purchafe their tran- 
VOL. !• P quillity 
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quillily by obedience ; and many were the 
outrages to whi^ they had fubmitted from 
proconfular tyrants under the nanoe of baw 
Kife, who were fent amongft theni with as 
little ceremcmy* and with equal right, a$ 
their own oflkers of the fame defcriptioq 
are now deputed to regulate the concerns of 
their Levantine fubje(fts. At I^^gth the 
three heroes, SlaufFach, Furft, and Arnold* 
formed their renowned confpiracy s^nft 
the tyrant, and on the firft day of the yeac 
1307, liberated their country, by feizing 
and fending out of their territory all their 
imperial governors* Their liberty was not 
obtained without a ftruggle ; the hattfc of 
Morgarten, in which the Auftrians weife 
routed by an inconfiderable number pf 
Swifs, brought on the confederation at 
Brunnen, and laid the foundation for die 
adhefion of the other Cantons, which fuc- 
ceffively joined the alliance, and the ^irit 
of freedom proved a more powerful barrier 
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ftgainft the Houfe of Auftria, than even 
their rocks or their moimtains* 



Eadi Canton, on the acquifition'of its in* 
dependence, chofeitsown fojm erf govern* 
ment, and the three Cantons who firft freed 
themfelvcs from the yoke, made choice of 
that in which the fupreme power refides 
eflcntially in the people. Each individual 
who has attained the age of fourteen years, 
forms a member of the fovereignty , who meet 
every year on the firft of May in a general 
council of the nation> in order to form laws 
and eledt magiftrates. The executive power 
is entrufled to a reg«icy,who, xmder this an* 
niial falutary infpedicMi, are no doubt careful 
to adminifter their government in fuch a 
manner, as to meet their reprefentatives the 
cnfuing year without the dread of cenfiire. 

The inhabitants of this Canton are 

efteemed, by early hiftorians, for the po* 

P 2 litenefs 
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litenefs and fincerity of their manners to- 
wards ftrangers ; but the accounts given by 
later writers are very contradictory to this 
obfervation. MadannJe de Sillery, who, af- 
ter her banifhment froni France., refided 
fome nr-onths in one of thefe democratic 
Cantons, aflerts, th^t there is no other 
country in the world where: ftrangers are fo 
ill-treated. It is pi*obable, however, that 
travellers in general would meet with more 
kindnefs tjian fdl to the lot of Madame Sil- 
lery , who had adled loo^diftinguifhed a part 
in the French Revolution to have any claims 
to a cordial reception in thefe Cantcms. 
We were ourfelves warned to conceal care- 
fully on our journey that we had any rela- 
tion with France. 

The truth is, that the inhabitants of the 
democratic Cantons of Switzerland are un- 
der the dominion of a power far more ab-? 
lolute than that exercifed by the' privileged 

clalfes 
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dafles of the great Cantons., This power 
is fuperftition, and with the aid of this^ 
mighty engine, which molds the paflions at 
will, the priefts have atchieved^ ftill more 
than the ariftocracy, and have reprefented 
die French as apoftates, that war not merely 
with earth, but with heaven. No other part 
of Switzerland is fo unenlightened, and 
confequently fb hoflile to the fpirit of true 
liberty, as thefejittle Cantonr, where de- 
mocracy and defpotifm march under the 
fenie banners ; for although the government 
is democratic, the number of thofe who have 
a right, to a feat in the general affembly is 
inconiiderable, compared with the numbers 
that are excluded. 

It is computed by gi late writer, tliat the 
population of the three Cantons of Uri^ 
Schweitz, and Und^rwalden, with the. d^-i 
mocraqies of Zug'and Claris, amoun^f to no 
more than eighty-three thoufand ibujs, an4 
. P3 fyrnifh 
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fumifh only twenty ^oufand acStive citi- 
zens i while the countries over which they 
hold fole or divided authority, contain a 
population of three hundred and thirty- 
feveh thoufand. The government^ thcre-^ 
fore, though democratic with refped to 
thofe individuals who make a part of the 
fovereignty, is to the unprivileged inhabitants 
of the Cantons, and to its fubjedls in the 
bailiwicks, a confirmed hereditary arifto- 
cracy ; and while in other countries the dif- 
ferent claffes of {(Kitty are feparated from 
each other by different habitudes, which 
makes the evil of fubordinaticafi lefs felt 
here, where the reigning and the fubjeft 
clafs are the equal companions of each mhers 
childhood, the latter muft perceive with 
peculiar bitterftefs, as tbef approach to 
manhood; tha* they are deftined to no Ihare 
of the boafted liberty of their country j b»t 
that if bom on the northern fide of the 
mountain of St. Gothard, they are fub* 
5 je^as, 
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jeds, and if on the Iputhem they are 
Haves. 

Avaticc, as well as fuperflition, has 
ccMitributed to render the people of tl^e little 
Cantons hoftile to the French Revolution, 
an event which has interrupted the inter- 
change of thofe friendly courtefies which, 
before that period, pafled between France 
and thofe Cantons. .We cannot be much 
ftirprifed that the ariftocratical Cantons of 
Switzerland felt little fympathy in the efta* 
blifliment of French equality ; but we might 
perhaps have expected more congenial fen- 
fiments in governments, the exifteriee of 
which conveys a tacit approbation at Icaft of 
the fovereignty of the people, till we are 
informed that France, while a monarchy^ 
paid a tribute to thefe foVereigns, which 
the great Cantons had indignantly rejeded.. 
Each male child of the three democratic 
Canton* received from the day of its Wrth 
. P4 fix 
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fix livrcs annually, and the magiftrates were 
paid in proportion. The exchange was 
fair, money for friendfliip. The French 
republicans have broken the treaty, no 
more money is paid, and no more friendfliip 
is returned ; and thefe democrats are as 
mueh incenfed at this violation of the com- 
p^d, as if their own fubjeds had broken 
their allegiance. 

It requires no great penetration to dif- 
cpver that t|ie abufes*^ which exift in thefe 
Swifs governments will be correded, not 
fo much perhaps from the ftruggles of the 
opprefTed, as froni the; cpnvid:ion in thofe 
who govern, how muqh it behoves their in- 
tereft to loofen the reins of arbitrary power. 
The hiftory of eyery country i§ fuU of ex- 
amples how fatal to tyranny i? the burll of 
the heart that fwells againft pppreflion. But 
without recurring to claffic ftory, (he Swifs 
^ave only to confult their own annals, when 

■;■'■ ■ ■■-. ■ ^ 
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by the valorous feats of their immortal an-« 

^eftors, 

S^ Forth from his eyrie rouzed in dread 
" The ravening. ?agle northward fled i" 

Collins, 

^nd they' will probably refledl that the age 
of heroifm is not paft with that of chivalry; 
h\it that thofe who march in the fteps of an 
Albert, may find in their path a Vemer dc 
StaufFaken, or a William Tell, 
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CHAP. XVl. 

Giomico*^^ BiSiniTiOHe.^^ Mount Gnaw.^^ Lugan^,^^ 
Lake tf Lttganom 

After leaving the town of Faido, we 
continued our route along the valley, ever 
pfefenting fome fcene of wild, folemn, tta^ 
^ic beauty, over which the eye wandered 
with unwearied delight ; of which the pic- 
ture is indelibly graven cmi the imagination, 
and which memory* recals with foothing 
rapture; but when the pen would trace 
thofe images which glow upon the heart, it 
is found unfaithful to the purpofe I ftow 
impoffible to convey an adequate idea of 
thofe varied, thofe coloffal regions, compar- 
ed to which all other fcenery is tame and 
diminutive, all other objedls are ** flat, ftale, 
and unprofitable/' 

The 
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The beautiful little town of Giomico, 
which we pafled, is famous for a viftory 
gained by the Swifs, ihe latter end of the 
fifteenth century, over one of the Sforzas, 
duke of Milan, who, difcontented with the 
ceflion made of this valley by his anceftors, 
came to reconqwr the territory. Some pf 
the artillery taken in this engagement arc 
here prefcrved as trophies. When we came 
to Pollezio, we were once more on even 
ground. This is the laft diftridt of the val- 
ky, and compared with the upper part^ is 
of confiderable breadth, bearing all the pro- 
dudions of flat countries • Tl^ TefEno 
increafed by numerous ftreams, fwelled by 
the torrent flowing from Monte Ucello, and^ 
no longer confined between beds of rocks 
that refift its impetuofity, frequently inun-^ 
dates the lower part of this valley, called 
Riviera, the Valley of the River, and whidb 
is marfhy, and unwholcfome. 
• 

Further 
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. Further on, the waters of the Mocfa, 
jufhing in a cataradl from the mountains of 
the Grifons, pour themfelves into the Tef- 
fino, which now rolls mi with gentle courfe, 
a broad and ample river, till it forms the 
Lago Magiore. We crofled the river of the 
Grifons, and entered on the territory of 
RUinzone, and after paffing through twa 
or three pleafant villages, hid amidft the 
purple feftoons, hanging from the trees ripe 
for the vintagd, and which had a more 
pidturefque appearance than the huge ftatues 
of St. Chpiftopher, with ^which they were 
decorated by the piety of the inhabitants, we 
came within fight of the town, . . 

Bellinzone is fituated near the foot of 
Mount Cenere, and is alfo bounded by that 
chain of foftened hills, which ranged in wild 
diforder, feparate the lower valley of the 
Levantine from the Swifs bailiwicks of 
Maggiaand Lxxrarno. Three caftles, ered- 

ed 
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ed on lofty heights, frowp over the walls 
of. the city, and ^ are fucceflively the refi- 
dence of the bailiffs of the three democra- • 
tic Cantons of Uri, Schweitz, and Under- 
walden, to which Bellinzone and its de- 
pendencies are fubjeft. We had now en- 
tirely quitted every thing that was Swifs, 
except their dominion, and found a confide* 
rable change, not only in the manners, but 
in the phyfiognomy of the people. The 
women have here the fine expreflion of the 
Madona countenance ; fomething of which 
had firfl'ftruck us at Lucerne ; and in the 
men, we obferved the robufi: form of the 
moimtaineer foftened by a look of Italian 
civilization. We w^ere alfo reminded of 
our approach to Italy, by a coarfe imitation 
of its taftein the plaiftered piazza, the gilt 
balcony,, and the painted Corinthian pillars, 
with which the houfes were decorated. The 
principal church, a building of fine coa- 
>ftru(^ion, rich in ornaments, and a.cpnfider- 

able 
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able number of religious edifices, give an 
air of dignity to the place. After repofing 
ourfelves a Ihort time at Bcllinzone, we 
haftened to Lugano, being defirous to fee 
the ceremony of the inflallation of the go- 
vernor, which was to take place within a 
few days* 

CXir road to this town lay acrofs Mount 
tienere, the lafi of that chain of mountains, 
formerly called the Rhetian Alps, which 
idivide the Grifons from the Valtaline, and 
other parts of Italy. Having travelled about 
a league along the valley on the fouth of 
Bdlinzone, we began to climb the f^eep 
alcent of Mount Cenere ; and as we jour- 
neyed in the mid-day fun^ fhould have been 
much incommoded by the heat, had not the 
luxuriant branches of th^ chefnut, which 
grows to a prodigious fize, and in the mofl 
lavifh profufion on this mountain, fpread a 
friendly fbclter over our path* 

The 
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The woods of Mount Cenere, we Were 
told, were the haunts^ of robbers, who 6n4 
a refuge from juftice m thek wild reocflfes, 
and alfo from this mountain being a fron- 
tier, of which the legal jurilxlMSlicHi is un- 
certain* Its fouthern promorftory ftretch- 
ing to the river, which joins the lakes of 
Lugano and Locarno, is fo infefted by fer- 
pfents, that at this feafon of die year, nei- 
ther men or cattle could approach k witb^ 
<Mt danger. , Half way up this mouitfaiji 
foreft, we were prefented with a noble view 
over the Lago Maggiore, the great lake, to 
Locamo, and faw in the back-ground the 
lofty mountains rifing to Glaciers, which 
feparate the Valhis from Italy^ After a ride 
of three hours, having gained the fummit, 
we began to defcend into a lovely paftoral 
country, which opened to our view on the 
oppofite fide. The Alps were here foft- 
ened into hills, which, when not covered 
with hanging; woods, wore the appearance' 

af 
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of the moft fixiiling (Cultivation^ and dif- 
played in beautiful fucceflion,, thofe vary- 
ing groupes of piv^urefque objeds with 
which the landfcape painter delights to de- 
corate his fcenc. Along this valley, called 
the Valley of Agano, runs a fmall rivulet, 
bearing away the laft fnpws from the Ga- 
moghera, which lifts high in the diftance 
its pyramidal head, gnd is the central point 
of the frontier mountains, ftretching in: va- 
rious diireiStions from theValteline, the Gri- 
fctfis, and the Italian bailiwicks : its fum- 
mit, we were told, commands a magni- 
ficent view, not only over thofe moun- 
tainous regions, but which, piercing beyond 
them, extends as far as the city of Milan, 
the cathedral of which may be feen from 
that elevated point. 

After a delicious ri^de through this roman- 
tic and peopled valley, we came in view of 
the Uke and town, of Lugano, wher^ we 

foon 
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foon arrived, and were informed, that the 
auguft ceretaonjr of the inftallation of the 
governor was to take place on the follow-* 
ing day. In the mean time we^found, that 
the magnificent and fbvcreign lords of the 
the Cantons, who vifit on thefe occafions the 
chief feat of ultra-*montaine jurifdiiftion^ 
had taken poileflion of all the g^reat apart^^ 
ments of the principal inn, where v^e had 
alighted, and where they were deliberating 
in full aflembly on various weighty matters 
of government, and unravelling knotty 
points of civil and contentions concern, to 
the determination of which the ordinary 
knowledge of the municipal authorities of 
fhcir jurisdidlion was confidered as incom- 
petent or unfatisfadory. As this was not a 
part 6f the ceremony which appeared the 
moft interefting, we hired a felucca in or- 
der to pafs the remainder of the afternoort 
on the lake, and view its enchanting fcehc- 
ry* The lake, ^vhich is extrpmely irregular, 
vol,, u Q^ forms 
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forms on that pajrt, where the town is 
fituated, a fine bay, along which, to a con- 
fiderable extent, elegant ' villas and airy pa- 
villions are profufely fcattered, fupported 
by light arcades, and long fcveeps of Corin- 
thian pillars, combining all the graceful 
proportions of Grecian architedure, with 
the enchanting drapery of the landfcape. 
In the clumfy country-feats, belonging to 
no order whatever, on the other fide of the 
Alps, we ha;d feen art at war with nature, 
and deforming with the heavy manfion, 
and the ftiff parterre, fcehes, where every 
natural objedt bore the print of uncultivated 
beauty; and the only pidurefque edifices 
we had beheld excited a gloomy emotion : 
fuch were the thick-walled Gothic caftles, 
perched high on the tremendous cliffs, 
frowning with fuUen afped over the fub- 
jeft plain, and recalling the chearlefs im- 
ages of feudal times. While the polifhed 
ftruaures that decorate the lovely bay of 

Lugano 
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Lugano prefcnt the fair images of Attic 
taftc, together with the idea of that country, 
for ever dear to the lovers of the elegant 
arts, where, after the long night of bar- 
barifnn, they once more revived to embeU 
lifli with perennial floAyers the path. of lifbi 
and exalt our nature, while they'blefs our 
exiftence* 

Tliofe beautiful retreats, which adom the 
bay, belong chidly to wealthy and noble 
families of Milan *; many of whom, ei* 
ther preferved their original inheritance, or 
purchafed lands in this bailiwick : and by 

^ One of the manfions, in the neighbourhood of 
Lugano^ is inhabited by Madame Beccaria, the 
daughter of the ilhiftrious Beccaria, who inherits 
from her hther an underfbndihg of the firft clafs, and 
unites with the graces of peribn, and the moft charoi^ 
ing flmplidty of manners, that independence of foUl, 
and love of rational liberty, which is the charader* 
ifttc of fuperior minds., 

Qjt acquiring 
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iw:quiring tl^ right of citizcnlhip in thefe 
privileged^ though dependent diitri^Sts, found 
U refuge from Ae civil diforders of their 
own country^ Some of thcfe fumnwr man- 
lions feem to impend over the lake, while 
others fall back gracefully b^ind luxuriant 
gardais, that ^efcend in gentle flopes to the 
level of the waters. Thofe cultivated fpots, 
perfuming the air with the fragrant blof- 
foms of orange and lemon trees, together 
With the view of the firft chain of hills 
above Lugano, ;;covered with the vine, the 
almond, the fig, and the olive, convey to 
the En^ifli traveller the agreeable idea of a 
richer climate, and a more favoured jky. 
The frequait fteepl^s lift their pointed heads 
amidft forefts and hanging woods of va- 
riegated trees, and far in the back-grotmd 
huge and lofty mountains rifing into Alps, 
part of which were capt with fnows, feem- 
ed to frown \\ ith favage but impotent feve- 
. nty 
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rity on the glowing and fertile laridfcape, ' 
that circled the limpid lake beneath. 

Oh the left of Lugano, the lake runs a 
confiderable length beyond the Swift tefri- * i 
tory into the dominions of, the Emperoi', 
and the Valteline, of which we beheld the 
villages fkirting the waters below projec- 
ting rocks. 

Having landed on the (hore oppofite Lu- 
gano^ where the mountains rife abrupt from 
the lake, fhagged with rock and wood, 
we entered fome of thefe oval retreats, 
which the inhabitants have formed under 
the Ihelter of excavated cliffs, for the pre- 
fervation of their wines from the fummer 
heats : fome of the owners of thofe wines 
were on the foot, and cordially invited us 
to tafte their delicious flavor and coolnefs. 
The fun fetting over thefe hills, and bur- 
nrfliing the lake with its long refleded 

Qj beams. 
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l;eam§» warned us to return. We d*fccnded 
from thj? ridge of the moiintain, where we 
had gone to view the flow of a playful tor- 
rent, and joined a mufical fleet of Milanefe 
ladies and gentlemen, who were failing to 
]L/Ugano to be prefent at the inflallatioh. 



CHAP. 



Digitized by 



Google 



^ATE OF SWITZERLAND. ajl 



r 



CHAP. XVII. 7 

Tn/laUatlon of the Bailiff tf LuganS'.-^ Italian Odes.^ 
Sail doum the Lake.'^ Lacarno, ■ 

ljjy[.E following day was ufliered in by a 
concert of bells ffoip every ftceple in the 
town and neighbourhood. The ftrcets 
were crouded with well-drefled people of 
both fexes, who. had come from various 
parts of the country, and beyond the Jake, 
to celebrate the jgay fcftival. After break- 
faft the magnificent deputies, of the laudable 
Helvetic Body marlhalled themfelves in or- 
der, and preceded by their heralds, (land- 
ard-bearers, trumpeters, and other attend- 
ants, marched in proceffion up the hill to 
the great church of St. Lugano, where 
this folemn ceremony was to take place. 
There we found a numerous aiTeniblage of 
Qj|. .ladies 



Digitized by 



Google 



ija A VIEW OF THE PRE«N|p 

kidies and gentlemen drcflcd with elegance, 
fonie of whom had taken poflefllon of the 
jwlpit, readii|g-<^fk. End ^ altar, and were 
liftcning with polite attention to the un- 
couth founcls which i0ued from the aiilp 
l^elow, and which muft have feemed barbar- 
<His diiTonance to the delicacy of an Italian 
eart Hiofc inharpioniqus accents proceeded 
from the lips^ of the Recorder of the baili- 
wick, or the derk <)f the magnificent de-* 
putation, who was reading, in the Swifs 
language, to the new fovercigp, the laws, 
cuftoms, ^d regulations, by whidi he wa5 
to^ gqvern, during ttvd years, the noble 
town and diftrift of Lugafio; For the be- 
nefit of thof? who were to be governed, and 
thiat np poffibility of collufion might take 
place, the fame engagement which the new 
governor had taken in German, he took 
jifterwards in Italian. No* foqiier had this 
double aft been properly adminiftered; and 
the people once more fecure in the pofleffion 

of 
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didbr governor, thin thcrwiflti of the chi^ 
jrcfoundcd with the cries , of . Fiva t Fiva^J^ 
long liv^ oiur gracious: hsdliff; md tktt.m^ 
Bkkftrious deputies cf the in^igiiilijcerit Caa^^ 
tQm of Switzerland s^ Jo \^ifh;flfie&ifini^ 
ffid^iliitlQn, in the fihrer foimSis of It^wi^ 
Cerman ifefponfiBi were powtted forthAyrdw 
dqpofcation^ of long five the ^ble dt^ and 
|)a2jwick of LugsnoT / • ^^ 

Thait the dq^utaticm^ with corcUal iincai 
rity/fhduld pray for long life and health tb 
the Aobk town of Lugano, was perfedly 
natural ;^ the motives to a reciprocal attacth-^ 
xneiit, on the part of die b^iEwick, 2M 
fomewhafc lefs evident; 

In the beginning itf the fixteendL cen^ 
tiiry, Maximilian Sforza, Duke of Milan, 
made a donation of the territory of ^uj^o 
to the Swifs, for the aid they gave him; in 
driving the French CHit of Italy » and wiiidb ' 

was 
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ivas confirmed three ye«s after by. Francis 
ihe Firft, \vhcti he madepcace .with the 
Catitoiis, whom he had .defeated at the fa- 
mous -battk of 'MarignaI^•^ A& the Swifi 
received the gift/ unincumbered with any 
conditiori^i fuch as privileges, rights, or 
immunities, in favour of the people^ fo they 
have religioully bandied it down junchaaged 
to their pofterity! The power of the bailiff 
is almoft unlimited. He is the reprefenta- 
favc and Go-fovereign with the Guitons, the 
fountain of all honor, power, and) glory^ 
fcle judge in all civil and criminal matters^ 
but affifted in his important fuafticjns by a 
fyndidd, a fecretarial, a lieutdiant bailiff, 
and other officers, fo that no complaint 
fhould'exift among the people of a fcarcity 

of penfons to gdvfern them. 

. .:.T' '*>••.. 

' The*municipal regulations, however, of 
the towns and villages in the bailiwicks, 
arc entrufted to perfons chofcn by the inha- 

I., r bitants, 
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bitants, but>no laws are ^naded that are not 
in perfed accord with the will of the fove- 
reign, and fubmitted to his fan<fJ:ion. ' 

The ftated revenue o^ thefe bailiwicks is 
unfortunately not very confiderable, and the 
emoluments of the bailiiFs chiefly arifc 
from fpeculations on the difplay of the 
worit paffions of our natfire, fuch as fines 
in criminal cafes, Mudi cannot be faid of 
the paternal protedtion given to that ftatc, 
where the governors become rich in propor- 
tion as their fubjeds become wicked. Such 
fort of financial' fpeculations, we were told, 
are top frequently to be found in the hiftory 
of Swifs proconfular adminiftration; the la- 
titude of power being alnioft unbounded, 
and the love of money being proverbially 
the fin which moft eafily befets thofe fove- 
rpigqs, it is not furprizing that the nierit of 
^iiintei-eftcdncffs Ihpuld be uncommon, 

** The 
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*• The avidity of their governors/* we 
are informed by one of their apologifts, 
•* when it pafles its Juji bounds, has been 
very often reprefled by the fydidlorial de- 
puties, who are fent to regulate the ac- 
counts." What are the ji{/} bounds of a 
Swifs bailiff's avidity is not precifely mark- 
ed, but there is reafon to believe that it is 
not punilhed by thefe fraternal deputies 
with extreme feverity^ 

The fame author laments that the inhabit 
tants of thefe bailiwicks are much addidted 
to chicane, and that frequent law-fuits dif- 
turb the peace of families. This taftc for 
legal contention is the more lingular, as the 
difputants are deprived of one confidcrable 
pleafure in the contrpverfy, which is, the 
knowledge of the language in which they 
contend, all civil caufes being tried in Ger-r 
tnan. The bailiffs, who in general artf 
ignorant of the Italian, are always attended 

by 
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}yy intcrpretcjs ; but who'flialltranflate, ftk 
the benefit of the Italian client, the wordy- 
war of German attomies ? 

Whatever grounds of complaint froftr 
proconfuiar rapacity might have exiftcd in. 
former times, we were happy to hear, 
amidft univerfal plaudits, of the return of 
the golden age under the adminiftration of 
the moft illuftrious Signor Don FrancefCD 
Saverio Zeltner, counfellor atid captain of 
artillery of the moft excellent city and re- 
public of Soleure, who now terminates his 
moft upright government of captain recent 
of Lugano. The adminiftration of this 
renewed governor was celebrated in odes, 
fonnets, and other poetical records, which 
were diftributed in the church with great 
prpfufion at the clofe of the ceremonial. 
No Horace or Waller could ftring the lyre 
with fonder raptures to the glories of Au- 
guftws or Cromwell^ than that which burft 
^ . from 
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from the poets of Lugano in praife of their 
itmnortal bailifR The names of heroes 
who lived before Agamemnon have perifhr 
cd» we are told, in unknown nighty becaufe 
imfung by the facred bard ; but the name 
of D6a Zeltner is proudly refcued from 
fuch vulgar oblivion* We fhall pafs -over 
tlae eulogium of the tribe of poets by pro- 
feillon, to whom fidtion is allowed as a 
matter of right, and fhall only flightly men- 
tion the ftrains of the ** Signor Abate Don 
Amatore Solari, proregdnt, profeffor extra- 
ordinary/* and enjoying numerous other 
titles; who had put a new firing to his old 
difcordant harp^ 

«« Da nuovo picttro Tagitata corda, , 
*' Tutte di Zeltncr k virtu ricorda> 

to record the train of Zeltner's virtues ; we 
fliall not confider too .deeply the forrows of 
the nob|e fifcal Signor Don Pietro Frafca, 

dodlor 
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doctor of both . laws, who demands of his . 

mournful mufe, and not inelegantly — ^why, 

with difhevelled hair, flic beats her fnowy 

bofom, and who anfwers, by her fighs, 

ftriking on her lyre; " fofjJiri allV etra — 

Ma aime ch *ei parte"^ — That Zeltner, the 

great hero, is about to depart. Nor fliall 

we dwell long on the everlafting ode of the 

thrice gallant Capuchin P. C. A. Griconi, 

who, while others are tuning the ftring to 

the praifes of the illuftrious Zeltner, is 

warbling, with no lefs harmony, the peer- 

lefs accompliftiments of the moft lovely 

Signora Donna Orfola Zeltner, his wife : 

not forgetting, in the hurry of his pinda- 

rics, that the God of War had entrufted to 

the hufband 

<< A te fulmlni et falangi 
«< Martc affida,*! 

his thunder and phalanxes; for which 
Signor Prelfocchi accounts in his Anafcreon- 

tics, 
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tk:s> hy Wkting us, that. Don Zcltner ia 
npt of mortal mold J. 

"^ Dal del co{tui<!]^<fnd^ 
«^ No chc morul none j" 

but that became to Lugano, ** Dal Regno de* 
gli Dei/^ from the empyrium of the Gods# 

Poor is even ptaife like this, when com*, 
pared with the poetical tribute^ which, the 
virtues of Zelmer have wrung from the. 
brain of the verv^rable college of refpe(3:able. 
and worfliipful notaries -of Lugano, the 
bankers, tfuftees, and altornies of every in- 
dividual in the ftate i who overleaping the 
dull, precife, plodding forms of law *' fce it 
known to all men/* and ** by thefe^pre- 
fcnts," flrike the foft chords of poetic eulo* 
gy, and in lays appropriate to their pro* 
feflions, (b far as their profeffions can fym* 
pathize with lay«, pwr forth a panegyrics 

on 
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on the rare difintereftednefs and exalted 
worth of Capt. Zeltncr, 

** When Alexander,^* fing thefe tuneful • 
notaries, ** when Alexander returned from 
the vanquifhed Euphrates, loaded with gold 
to his native country, and followed bjKhis 

, armed hofts, fighs of forroW broke forth 
from the bottom of his heart; the bones of 

^Achilles; which he contemplated on his 
way, awoke the ungrateful recoUedion of 
the Achean trumpet, and excited frequent 
burfts of envy in the foul of the mighty 
conqueror. Thou," that is, Don Zeltner, 
** loaded not with rapacious fpdls, but bend- 
ing under the weight of honor, alone haft 
to fear no fuch interruption to thy joy, 
finqe thou haft already reached the goal to 
which no hero ever yet attained/' 

And left Soleure, in his return, Ihould be 

wanting in grateful plaudits to this moft il- 

VOL. I. R luftrious 
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luftrious captain, thefe Heliconian attornies 
kindly communicate a fpark of their celef- 
tial fire, and in bold perfonification intro- 
duce the city heffelf finging — " O, how 
art thou come back, invincible fon, rich ia 
honors, and adorned with golden glory I 
clempncy andjuftice follow in thy train, 
and thefe are the proud trophies which at- 
tend thee on thy return. Never did the 
eaftern fhores witnefs fo noble a triumph^ 
or Athens, or Sparta, or any other city 
around, as I who hail this happy day, 
which gives me back the chief of immortal 
heiroes. Thus,** add thefe Bards of Lu^ 
gano, " thus thy country fings, unknow- 
ing, Illuftrious Zeltner, what car of tri^* 
umph to prepare, or what choice garlands 
of flowers to weave aroimd thy brow/* 
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SO NX TO I. 

1. 

Quand Aleilandro dal domato Eufrate 
Al patrio fuol carico d'or movea 
In inez2X> ai plaufi de le fchiere annate^ 
Da bimo cor mefU fofpir traea^ x 

II. 

L\)lla d'Achille nel cammin mirate 
Deftato avieno de la tromba Acfaea 
L'ingrata rimembranza) onde piu fiate 
Di belP invidia il fier Campione ardesr. 

III. 

Tu non di fpogli^ ma d'onor foi carco 
Alcun non tebii d'affrontar cimento, 
Cbe d'ogni Eroe gia fuperafti il vanta. 

i\r. 

Quind, il Cerefio dolce empiendo incarco 
D'eletti canni un vivo monumentOi 
A tua virtude qfire, e conlacra intantoi 
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S O N E TO 11. 



Oh qual ritorni, invitto Figlio a* tuoi 
Ricco d'ojiori,. e d'autea glorii adorno ? 
Siegue Clemenza, e Aftrea il tuo ritorno, 
£ teco porti alti trofei a nou 

IL 

Non tal vidder trionfo i Lidi Eoi 
Ne Atene, o Sparta, o altra cittade intornoy 
Come or ti veggo iii fi felice giorno ; 
Andar faftofa tra i piu degni Eroi.. 

IIL 

Cofi la patria dice : e non fa come 

Ne qual, Zeltner, illuftre, a te prepari, 

Cocchio a trionfi tuoi, ferto alle chiome. 

' / IV. 

O d'almi Eroi'citta feconda, echiari, 
Onqra pur di si gran Figlio il nome; 
Figlio, che tanto illuftra i Patri Lari ! 
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What Were the diftinguifhed adts of this 
cx-bailifF, which raifed him in the fongs of 
his enthufiaftic admirers above Alexander, 
or what was the triumph he had merited, 
fuch as Athens or Sparta never witneffed, 
we were unable to difcover. Zeltner, we 
underftood from fome of his brother depu- 
ties, was a refpedtable captain of artillery at 
Soleure, who,, perchance, had never heard 
of the bones of Achilles, or the Achean 
trumpet, the imitative blaft of which was 
now to convey his own name to immorta- 
lity.* 

Amidft the croud of Zeltner *s virtues, 
one, however, appeared prominent ; the 
burden of the fong, ftript of its finery, was 
to celebrate his return, from a rich bailiwick 
\Vith a treafury erhpty or moderately gar- 
niftied ; and as 

V /^* The Mufe forbids the virtuous ipan to die,'* 

R3 it 
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it is to be fincerely hoped that this remark- 
able inAance of felf-denial will not only 
confecrate his own name, but that future 
bailiJBFs will imitate this bright model, and 
immortalize their governments by affording 
fuch examples of difintereftednefs, as fhall 
encourage the poetical fpirit among thefe 
tuneful Italians, whoi feeling with our im« 
mortal bard that 

^* One good deed dying tonguclefs 

^ Slaughters a thoufand waiting upon that/' 

will in future build the lofty rhyme to every 
fucceffive bailiff, and be prodigal of praife, 
in proportion as their governors are fparing 
of property, 

: Having yet fecn little more than that 
part of the lake which forms the bay, on 
which the town is fituated, and invited by 
the beautiful profpcdt from the tejrace of 
St. Lawrence, we left the noble company 

at 
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at Lugano, in the^ full glow of mutual 
compliment and congratulation, to fpend 
the remainder of the day in failing along 
the fhores. The lake about half way down 
divides into two branches, one of which 
leads to the village of Porto, and the other 
to the village called Capo di Lago, the Head 
^ of the Lake, to which we dircifled our courfe. 
It was the feaft of St. Lawrence, and the 
whole country feemed animated on the oc- 
cafion. After vifiting fome of the villages 
knd churches in the neighbourhood, we re- 
turned to Capo di Lago, where a repaft was 
prepared for us of fine trout, juft fiflied 
from the lake by our boatmen, who, guef- 
fing that we felt fome admiration of grand 
fcenery, had removed our table from the 
houfe, and fpread it under the fhade of a 
birch tree which hung over the edge of the 
waters. We had fcarcely finifhed our fru- 
gal meal, when diftant choral founds, which 
satne from the adjoining woods that fkirted 
R 4 thQ 
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the lake, ftretch upon the ear, and we fooii 
beheld a long line of priefts defcending in 
their fumptupus robes, preceded by the 
l^anners of religion, and followed by a pro- 
ceflion of well-drelTed villagers of every 
age and fex, who were chanting refponfes 
to tjie facrcd hymn. . 

The philofophers are probably right, 
who declaim againft the fatal interruptions 
to induftry, from the frequent feftivals i^ 
Catholic countries ; yet we could not help 
perceiving, in the groupe before us, an air 
pf f^tisfadiqn and happinefs, which is the 
great end pf toil and labour. Perhaps we 
were led to lay our philofophy afide, and 
pbferve the homage paid to St. Lawrence, 
with particular complacency, from the gra- 
tification afforded us, by the^ pidturefque 
appearance of his votaries, winding down 
the mountain with tapers, banners, and cru- 
gfixes, finging the praifes of their patrpj^ 

and 
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and fumifhing a fpedacle far more ftrik- 
ing to the imagination, than the ufcftil em- 
ployments of the fame clafs of people on 
the other fide of the Alp5, bufied in felling 
the noble pine, planting henlp-feed, or hoe- 
ing tobacco. 

The fetting fun-beams had fallen upon 
the lake before we reimbarked, and were 
refleft^d in long columns of light upon its 
limpid waters, which were gently agitated 
by the foft evening breeze. We had failed 
in the morning down the right fide of the 
lake, and now returned to Lugano in the 
opiK)fite direction along banks, where the 
dark rock fometimes jrofe abrupt, and bare 
from the water ; but the gay larch that had 
ftruck root in its crevices, foftencd as it 
floated in the air the gloom of its fliaggy 
brow : and fometimes the olive, and the 
iig-tree, though not objed:s of graceful 

form. 
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form, contraftcd agreeably the wildncfs of 
the fcene. 

In pafling before the church of a village, 
placed at fome little diftande on the flope 
rifing from the laTkc, and embofomed among 
trees, between two lleep mountains, we 
were again faluted with facred fong. It was 
the Vefpcral hymn, proceeding from female 
voices, flinging its fweet full cadence upon 
the breeze, and dying along the waters. 

Our boatmen flackened their oars, and 
catching the fond enthufiafm, fung the cho- 
rus in tones far from inharmonious, and in 
which they were joined by paffengers of 
their acquaintance, to whom, with fome 
confidence in our good nature, they had 
given a place in our boat ; while, at inter- 
vals, a fmall company, \vho were feated on 
the edge of the water to enjoy the even- 
5 ^ ing 
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ing freftinefs, caugTit and prolonged the 
notes. 

Twilight had fpread all its doubtful 
fliapes and mild gradations over the Iha* 
dowy fcenq before we reached Lugano, 
where we found a numerous aflemblagc 
feated on the te^race^ opening to the waters, 
or fipping lenpionade in the. caffinos : fomc 
were chanting fongs, not in honor of St. 
Lawrence, but of their miftrefles, and others 
forming mufical or dancing parties in the 
adjoining pavilions; fo that the magnificent 
high and mighty Lords, the Swifs burgeffes, 
their fovereigns on the other fide of the 
ijiountains, could not be more happy, with 
all tlieir power and glory, than their Italian 
fubjedts of the charming regions around 
the lake of Lugano. 

The town of Lugano is the feat of bufi- - ^ 
nefs as well as pleafure, being from the na- 
vigation 
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vigation of the lake, the chief entrepot of 
the commerce carried on between the nor- 
thern part of Italy, and the countries beyond 
the Alps. There is alfo a printing efta- 
blifliment in this town, where the proprietor 
of a Gazette, called The Lugano Journal, 
has the boldnefs, under the rod of power, 
to record the political events of the time§ 
with truth and impartiality. 

Having finifhed our excurfions in the en- 
virons of this beautiful country, we return- 
ed in a more foutherly dire<flion over Mount 
Cenere, towards the Lago Maggiore. The 
view from the fummit of the mountain, 
over the ext^niive lake, ftretching to the 
Borromean Iflands, and the fertile plains of 
Lombardy, is highly magnificent. Thofe 
far-famed iflands, we were obliged, from 
political confiderations, to leave unvifited, 
not without a figh of regret on my part, 
that fince Swifs territory extended fo far be- 
yond 
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yond its natural boundary the Alps, it had 
not repelled the limit of the Emppror's do- 
minions a little fartiier. At the village of ^ 
Meggedino, lying at the foot of Mount 
Cenere, we took a boat, and in two hours 
were conveyed acrofs the lake to Locarno ; 
which town is fituated on its eaftern fide, 
and forms a pidurefque objedt beneath fteep 
mountains. 

This bailiwick, about fifteen miles in 
length and breadth, abounding in pafturage, 
wines, and fruits, was given like Lugano 
to the Swifs Cantons by the Duke of 
Milan. - 

On our landing, finding the ftreets a de- 
fert, we ftjrayed through the town in fearch 
of its inhabitants, whom we found affem- 
bled in and around a church, preparing 
themfelves for a folemn fervice, which was 
to take place the following day. We ram- 
bled 
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bled through the town ; parts of which arc 
pleafant, but it wears upon the whole a dull 
and monaftic appearance. If one may 
judge from the number'of churches, priefts, 
and convents, compared with the number of 
houfes and inhabitants, tTiere is no fpot 
among thefe mountains, where a perfon 
may efcape fo entirely, from the buftle 
of this world, and find fo many guides 
to condudt him to another. The inhabi- 
tants, we were told, had latejy been 
increafed by a dafs of unfortunate French, 
whofe profpedls were then falling faft into 
the fhade. We faw a number of them 
iauntering idly along the walks ; and as all 
evils are relative^ it was impoffible to ob- 
ferve, without fympathy, thdfe once gay 
and gallant nobles, wearing out life in the 
liftkfs folitude of Locarno. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. XVIH. 



A Storm on the Lake.'-^Return to Bellinzom^'^fyk to a 
Convent^'^IfiJiaUatuin of the Bailiff of BelUnzong. 



One of the inconveniences of travelling 
in mountainous countries^ is the extreme 
capricioufnefs of the weather. Amidft 
thofc regions of ftorm, the unfheltered tra- 
veller feels the full blaft as it comes frefh 
from the airy cavern; but no where is its 
violence fo dangerous as on the lakes, 
which, enclofed between lofty mountains, 
receive the ftrong currents of the tempeftii- 
ous winds in their ftruggle through tho 
narrow fpaces, and fuddenly raife dieif 
troubled waters into foaming fury. Tlie 
extreme heat of the weather had long pre- 
faged a thunder ftorm; but although We 
(aw clouds at a remote diftance gathering on 

the 
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the fummits^ we had little apprehenfion on 
embarking, that we (liould feel their dif- 
charge before we reached the oppofite 
fhore* 

Our boatmen, more experienced than 
ourfelves, had warned my companions, as 
I was afterwards informed, that the breeze 
was on its way, and offered to return the fol- 
lowing morning ; but among my fellow tra- 
vellers were three Engliftimen, and the newf- 
papers waited for them at Bellinzone. Storms , 
when weighed againft newfpapers, were 
found light in the balance, and •the veffel 
was ordered to be got ready. We had nearly 
reached the middle of the lake, before the 
tempeft, which we faw gathering thicker 
on the hill«, began to agitate the waters. 
At firft the lightning flafhing in white 
fantaftic ftreaks, and the lofty thunder echo- 
ing along the mountains, were objedrs of 
pleafing, though: awful admiration i and we 

were 
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were indulging ourfelves with the hope, 
that the ftorm was paffing away harmlefs^ 
when a burft of wind ftriick on the lake, 
and threw the foaming waters into our 
bark* It was too late to return, fince the 
wind rufhing down the lake, which we 
were croffing, would have rendered retreiat 
as difficult as going forward. 

The ftorm increafcd every momfent, and 
the boatmen attempted to make land at any 
point, but their efforts were ineffediual* 
Our progrefs was fo flow in the ftrugglc 
with the waves, that we feared night would 
overtake us before we could reach th? 
fliore; and every pcrfon in the boat becom- 
ing fenfible of the danger, feized the oar, 
and relieved each other by turns. 

After much terror on my part, and much 
labor on that of my fellow travellers, per-* 
haps mingled with a wifli, that they had 

vpL. I. S I left 
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left Europe to its £sAt till the next mom^ 
log, we reached a diftant part of the fhore,; 
wherCy iheltered from the tempeft^ which 
continued with unabated fury, we coafted 
it back, finding it impradticabk to land,, 
and arrived at Maggedino towards the cloie 
of the eveningr We were ftill nine dr ten 
miles diftant from Bellinzone, and were 
harailed and fatigued ; but an obflacle pre^ 
lented itfdf more infurmountable than^ the 
Gazettes to our remaining in this village,, 
which was the want oi every kind of ac« 
ccmnnodatioai, either of food or lodging. 
Wc xtcolleded alfo, that we were at the 
Soot of Mount Cenere, the haunt of rbU>ers 
afid afiaiEns ; and there was nothing in the 
looks of thoie we &w aroimd us to in%ii^ 
confidence. While we were ddiberatir^ 
what courfewefhouUpurfue, imdecided be- 
tween the danger of remaining in this iniu- 
latedfpctf, 9nd the inconveniences we ihoold 
{vSSsr in braving the tempcft^ tb& orafiog 
J . ,of 
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t>f the rain decided us to go on to Bel^ 

Unacquainted with the jrdad, and afkid 
to afk a guide of the furly hoft^ we had 
tiot proceeded far» when it became fo dark^ 
that We could perceive no objeft^ but by 
the frequent flaflies of hghtning darting 
from the livid clouds, while fometimcs thd 
menacing roar of torrents, rufhing freih 
from the hills acrofs our way, was unheard 
anlidft loud burfts of thunder* We were 
dmoft in a fituation of as rtiuch danger as 
on the lake, fince we knew, that before we 
reached Bellinzonc^ we had a confiderable 
ftream to crofs, and feared, that fwelled by 
tains from the hills ^ it might have become 
impaflablei In this perplexity, a friendly 
light appeared at a diftance^ Which pto- 
Ceeded from the window of the Cut6 of aa, 
hamlet we W6re approaching. He invited 
us to enter^ but we put his politenefs td no 
S a further 
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further tell than.requefting his interpofition 
with fome of his parifhioners for a guide, 
which he immediately went to a neigh- 
bouring hut to procure, and under his au- 
fpices we reached, after niiclnight, Bellin- 
zone and the j ournals . 

Bellinzone, the joint property of the Can- 
tons of Uri, Schweitz, and Under wialden, 
was originally, like the other Italian baili- 
wicks, part of the hereditary pofTeflions p£ 
the Duke of Milan. In the beginning of 
the fifteenth century the Barbns of Mifa, jii 
the Grifons, who had won this territory 
from the Milanefe, fold it to the Cantons, 
of Uri and Underwalden, together with the, 
diftrids of Bolleny and ^viera, for two 
thoufand four hundred florins. The Duke 
of Milan, defirous of regaining this part of 
his hereditary dominions, offered to pay the 
Swifs- the money they had advanced, but 
feeling that they had niade a ^ood bargain 
5 with 
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with the Barons of Saxe, they were not dif- 
pofed to treat upon the fame terms with the 
Duke of Milan, who, after much fruitlefs 
negociation for the purchafe, concluded the 
affair by feizing on this important key to 
his ftates, which he took by furprife. All 
the Cantons, except Berne, armed to avenge 
the outrage of thus-pofleffing himfelf of a 
town which^had been bought arid paid for; 
but after a fierce ftruggle, the Swifs were 
obliged to relinquifh the conteft, and left, in 
the piles of bones that adorn the chapel of 
St. Paul, near Bellinzone, the fcene of one of 
their moft celebrated battles, a monument, 
not only of their heroic valour, but perhaps 
alfo of their folly, in paffing thefr moun- 
tains to mingle in the quarrels of other 
, ftates. After this fevere leffdn, the Swifs, 
convinced that no Iblid advantages could' 
refult; from the conflidl, however glorioufly 
maintained i concluded a peace with the 
Duke of Milan in 1426, by which they 
^ • S3 fur. 



Digitized by 



Google 



a62 A VIEW OF THE PRESENT 

furrendercd all their territory on the Italian 
fide of the Alps, on condition of being al^ 
Jowed certain ?xclufive advantages in their 
commerce with the Milanefe ftatcs, and re- 
ceiving t?n times the fum for which they 
had purchafed Jfellinzone. In the beginning 
of the fixteenth century, during the frequent 
revolutiojis in lx>mb^rdy, the inhabitants? 
revolted, and placed themfelves .under the 
proteftion of the three Cantoris ; Sforza. 
Duke of Milan, ^d Francis the Firft, 
gave up their refpcdlive daims^ and the 
Swifs have ever ftace retained pofleffipn of 
this bailiwick, 

Bellinzone is rich in fine churches dedi-i 
cated to St. Peter, St, Stephen, St. Blaife, 
and St. Rock j; here arc alfo numerous con^ 
vents of Augftincs, Urfulines, and Recol- 
Icds, which we vifit^ under the aufpices 
of a very intelligent and amiable emigrant 
prieft* Ther? was little to attra^ the no- 
tice 
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tke of travellers in thefe calm retreats of 
i^orance and devotion ; though the good 
nionk, whQ ihewed us the t]:^ures of his 
conveitt» £tuated beyond the German gate 
pf BeUin^one^ intreated we would confider^ 
with attention, a pidure hanging on the 
wall of adiapel, which he affured us was a 
pkce of fingxdar value, being a true copy of 
the Virgin, exeeirtied by one of the apofUes^ 
and whidb, having been l<?ft in Turkey, 
was found fluck in the walls of a church at 
Rome, without the aid of any vifible agent 
to tranfpo«*t it thither. He was proceeding 
with iledfafl; gravity, to give a large detail 
pf the hiftory ' for our edification, whai Jic 
underftood, by the blufli which arofe in the 
c<»mtenanGe of our more iagacious priefl, 
for the honor of his rdigicm, degraded by 
fuch fables, that the miracle was breathe^ 
into the ear of heretics. 

We alfo vifited the convent, or rather fe-t 
S4 minary, 
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minary, called the Rcfidencc, where we 
were received with the moft cordial polite- 
nefs by the fuperior, a man of erudition, 
^with amiable manners, and a much more 
agreeable countenance and figure than wa&' 
neceflary for a pionk. In this feminary 
there are profeffors of the languages, of mo- 
ral and natural philofophy, and a library, 
which, confidering the fcaiti ty of literature 
in this country, was very refpedtable. 
Young perfons are boarded and educated for 
about twelve pounds a-year, and the chil- 
dren of the town and neighbourhood receive 
their education without any expence. This 
convent has been lately founded, for the 
^ building is fcftrcely finiiflied, with a part of 
tlie fuperfluous wealth of the Abbey of Ein- 
filden; and happy would it have been if 
mohaftic wealth and infladice had always 
been employed to fuch ufefiil and beneficent 
nurpofes, 
• . ' 

The 
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The fuperior, who has the title of pre- 
vot, has written a manual of education for 
the democratic Cantons, of which he pre- 
iented us with a. a>py. Admiffion to the 
interior of this convent is not allowed to fe-- 
males ; and the exception in my favour was 
a privilege of no little; diftinfldon ; fome of 
the long galleries, at .the end of which we 
pa{fed,'were, however, forbidden ground 
to a female foot, as I perceived, by the po- 
lite obferyation of the fuperior, that his ju-. 
rifdidtipft e^ftended only to certain parts df 
the houfe, one of which was bis own pri- 
vate apartment, where we found not only 
books in great profufion, but hofpitable re- 
frelhments of every kind. 

The adminiftration of this province, like 
thofe of Lugano and Locarno, 'is remitted 
©very two years to a new bailiff. As this event 
was about to take place, we reniained a few. 
days longer, in order to obferve whether the 

Mufes 
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Mufes of Bellinzonq twined laurels round 
their bailifF^s brow with as lavilh profufioQ 
as thoie of Lugano* The monung of this 
diflinguiihed day was fpeot in marfhalling 
iuch of the inhabitants and officers of ftato 
as were to go out to meet the new bailiff^ 
and conduA him in proceifion to his new 
government. In the evening we bdield the 
auguft train, glittering in long gcld^laced 
cloaks, mounted on fiery couriers, and pr&i 
ceded by trumpets, winding along the val^ 
ley. On thcfr approach within fight of the 
town, the cannon on the ramparts of the 
three caftles fired alternately a long falute, 
the roar of which, re-echoing amidft the 
mountains in a vaft variety of fucceffive 
founds, was by far the m6ft interefting part 
of the ceremony. 

The next morning, after the celebration 
of mafs, the new bailiff was inflalled 
with nearly the fame folemnity a$ at Lu«^ 

gano. 
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gano, with rcfpeft to form, but with lefs 

fplendor as to the ^ffcA, Few appeared to 

feel any intereft in the confecration, except 

thofe who were immediately concerned in 

the diftribution of the power or the profits 

of this high dignity, the amount of which 

laft, we underllood, was inc<mfiderable» 

when the comjdiments were dedud:ed that 

are paid by the new baiHff to his brother 

Sovereigns on his nomination, Singular 

anecdotes are related of the frank and un-i 

difguiftd manner in which th^fe matters arc 

arranged at the place of elediion, and which 

difplay the charader of ** that fierce demo«* 

cracy" iq no very proud ^int of view. 

ITic knowledge of thofe hiftories is not 
loft on the people, and it is eafy to perceive 
that they begin to regard their bailiffs rather 
^s tax-gatherers, legalifed to plunder . them, 
than -upright diftributors of juftice, the pre- 
iervers of their profperity and peace. 

Of 
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Of the virtues or excellencies of the new 
governor nothing had yet tranfpired, but 
we were left in no uncertainty refpeding 
thofe of the ex-bailifF, Don Francefca 
Aloifco Wirfch, of the illuftrious Republic 
of Under wald, and firft captain of the 
Swifs regiment of Underwald in Spain, in 
whofe praifes we found the bards of Bel- 
]inz6ne even more fublimely tuneful than 
the lyrics of Lugano. The poets laureat of 
Captain Zeltner had c«ily raifed him above 
Alexander, and made him merely equal to 
the gods, comparing the triumphs of So- 
leure to thofe of Athens and Sparta^ and 
thus bounding our imagination to the he- 
roes of Greece and Macedonia; but Captain 
Wirfch^s poet, raifed -into more than Virgi- 
lian rapture, with ** a matter *s hand and 
prophet *s fire,*' thus ftrikes the immortal 
ftring : 

Exult, break forth in fongs — O, Under- 

walden, 
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walflen, for thy great'fon returns to his na-; 
tive fhores — ^what an immortal fplendor 
gracefully plays around him ! alike only to 
himfelf, ** none but himfelf can be his pa- 
rallel." — The Holy Virgin defcending from 
heaven, the obje6t of our adoration and 
worfliip, takes him by the hand, and be- 
flows on him a profufion of tender carefles. 
O, Underwal'den, after Wirfch, the objed: 
of our idolatry, fend us another foul of 
celeftial mold, for fouls of celeftial mold^ 
are the prolific produce of thy happy foil. 

S O N E T O. 

Efuka efulta j alia tua Patria fponda 
Fa ritorno Ondervald il tuo gran Figlio 
Quanta luce immortal I* orna, e circondo ! 
Solo a fe fteffo, e a null* altro il fomiglio. * 

La Santa Diva, che dal Cielo nacque, 

Cui s* ergano gli altari, e i templi anch* ella 

Pejf mano il prefe, e lo bacio piu volte. 

Deh 
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Deh Ondefvald, dopo ff^irfcbjcYyt fcintopiacqud 

Un altra pur ne manda anima bella 

Mille bell' alme hai nel tuo grembo acc^toi 



Such is the ftyle of panegyric^ with 
which thefe fubtle Italians attempt to foften 
the native hardnefs q£ their German bailiffs^ 
and feek to wheedle fucceeding governors 
into courteous behaviour, by petfuading Mr. 
Zeltner, that he is equal to the gods^ from 
%hom he defcended, and Mr. Wirfch, that 
he is like no one but himfelf, and the favo* 
rite of the Queen of Heaven. Had thefe 
fonnets proceeded from the pen of fonic 
comic rhymefter, who chofe to amufe him- 
felf at the expence of bailiffs, vft fhould 
only fmile at the pleafantry ; but when we 
behold the various corporations of thefe 
provinces, ecclefiaftical and civil, gravely 
prefenting fuch abjed: and impious flattery, 
we fcarcely know whether our indignation 
is moll excited by the meannefs that de- 
grades 
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grades itfelf to offer this vik adulation, or 
the miferable vanity that ftoops to re- 
ceive it. / 

The conquered nations of Afia, we are 
told by the hiftprians, were the firft inven- 
tors of this fervile mode of paneygric, and 
the governors of thofe provinces its firft 
objefts. The Roman proconful, who de- 
parted a citizen from the free ajid equal feat 
of government, became at once a provincial 
divinity; with altars and facrifices. We 
blufli to hear Gicero requefting his brother 
Quintius to conftriwSl a tempk to his fame^ 
0r increafe the number of his ftatues. Ther 
fubjeds of Lugano footh their conquerops 
' by che^er arts, the labors of the fong. The 
principle of Swifs govemmtent in thefe bai- 
liwicks, is, no doubt, contrary to every in- 
ftitution of liberty ; yet as in fome reli- 
gions the condud of their profefTors is oftea 
more hunaane than their creed, fo in thefe 

governort,. 
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governors, if we do not find tY^ wifdonn 
and virtue of Cicero, or any other of hia 
qualities, except his vanity, we are at leaft 
happy in meeting with no 'imitators of 

Vcrrcs or Geifler. . • 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIX. 

Hiftory of an Emigrant Family. 

Our excurfions, in the neigboUrhood of 
Bellinzone, had more than the chariris of 
new and fublime fcenery to imprint therti 
on my memory : a moral intereft has im- 
preflfed them on my heart. There acciderit 

led me to the dwelling of Madaine C— ; 

and I cannot refift indulging myfelf by re- 
lating the incident, to whkfh I owe the few 
.fliOTtj but \^elJ-remembered hours, which 
were gilded by the charm of her fpeiety* I 
will not name the valley, where I foiind 
her, and by fo doing expofe her cottage to 
the ^ofane gaze of curiofity : but without 
difcovering her abode, I may fafely defcribe 
its fkuation i fince in that romantic country, 
Jhow many cottages are placed, like hers, 
VOL. I. T near 
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near the flcep bank of a torrent ftreara, fuf- 
rounded by luxuriant vegetation,^ veiled by 
feftoons of vines ^ ^cltercd ^bove by the 
hanging woods of fir and pine, and bounded 
. far beyond by the bare rocfe, and the fliin- 
ing Glacier. 

In one of our rambles, at fome diifeuw© 

from Bellinzotie, we afcejidcd a mountain, 

the fummit of whidx, we were told, com- 

-nunded a\>iofpe^ that would repay us for 

the -toil. The path, however, we founds 

Bot merely fteep; but fo rugged, that before 

w<? b^ afesnded h^ way, we were ob%ejl 

tQ aKght frona our horfeSf and Ac- eveiMflg 

being top far Jidvanced to acbrrit of our 

.Inching the iiinunit, ai34 jeturnkig on foot, 

<wc agreed to w?ik dpwathp ftioi^it^in, jM^jtf 

rtake » ride aloj^ the valley. Th^gentit^ 

.men,' who were with n^> l^d their hojrfeSr 

^ our guide had charge of mine, and I fi^- 

lowed th^ down tlje narrow d^^wj 

X . path. 
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^tk^ fdmetitiies loheribg. belaud to gaxc 
Upon th^ wild and ronianlic di^siHa^t of the 
icdie aroiiad me; fometimes paufing to 
cMch the ihifting lights am^ifl: the riide 
foliage, till I loft fight of my fdlow tr** 
Vcllers, and foon after reached a fpot where 
ifwo paths meti I cxHiId not recoUeA Ijy 
whicji we-had m^Kmted, and after fome^ 
hefitation took^ the wrong path^ faaftemng 
t»y pace, though the <fcfoem wias difficidt^ 
in hop^ of rejoining iHy feHoW-»ttaveIlerSi 
After d^fcending a confiderabk tiwc .With^ 
Qvtt meeting aniy human %tire, ot pero^iv^ 
ing any human habitatio^n, I reached ^ 
length the baie bf the mountainy where I 
found fome filtered hamlets encircled with 
vineyards^.and entered them in iearch of ai- 
guide« Put the cottagers were at their la- 
bours in the valley, and thefe little dwell- 
ings were deferted of their inhabitants. The 
evening was now adtancingi and BelUnzone 
was too diftant to be reached on foot. ^iU 
T a late 
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late in the lught. Nor was the idea of a" 
folitary walk in darknefs agreeable^ in a 
country often infefted by banditti, who 
find a retreat amidft the wild haunts of 
Mount Cenere, ' ^ . 

About a league from Bellinzone, we had 
been fhewn the fpot where a traveller wasf 
murdered a week -before our arrival > and 
we had feen a pidurefque promontory of 
the lovely Lake of Lugano, deformed by 
the hideous fpedlacle of two men hung in 
gibbets. The chara6ler of the lower ordef 
of people, amidft thofe mountains, had ap- 
peared to us fomewhat favage; and al- 
though I (hould have felt myfelf perfedly 
ikfe under the fhelter of a Swifs cottage, on 
the other fide of the Alps, I had here no 
filch periuafion of fefcurity . After fome deli- 
beration, I determined to wait near the cot- 
tages for the return of the labourers ; and if 
my fHlow travellers, who were liouBtlefs in 
' - ^ fea'rch 
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fearch of me, did not arrive before that 
time j to hire an horfe and guide to Bellin* 
zone. I fat down on the fragment of a 
rock, mufing on the fingularity of my fitua* 
tion, when I heard the approach of foot- 
ftcps, behind me, and turning my head, 
faw a lady and gentleman coming along a 
narrow path, which led to the fpot where 
I was feated. I rofe immediately, and , ad- 
vanced towards them, related my adven*- 
tare, and alked their advice and afliftance. 
The lady, taking my hand with a fweet 
fmile, and a look of benevolence, told me 
hbw fortunate Ihe confidered herfdf in be- 
ing able to render me any fervice. After 
making known her name, which denoted 
high nobility, this emigrant lady, fpr fuch 
Ihe was, intreated me to allow her to con-, 
dud me to her cottage, which was within 
a few paces of the fpot where we ftood^ 
but perfuaded that my fellow travellers 
were in fearch of me, I preferred remaining. 
T 3 withiri 
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within fight pf ^ fo«id, ^d w« anxiouii 
to lofe oo time in taking meafuws for ^ 
toirning tei Be51i8?9Pe.. 

It w^ 4greed^ ths^t a p«iftnt of » neigh'» 
l:>ouf4n^ f^Qtt%ga, w^?i<^ the ^y told ina 
ihe cQ\4d f^fdy recc^mepd, fhould procu^ 
me M|r h&ik^ ^d canvey mc to BeUinzone ^ 
the gentlem^ regretting that iUnefs put if 
out of his power to ?pndufit we himfeifi 
the truth of which aflertion his pale coun-. 
tcnance.aad emaciated figure fufficieutly 
evinced. While we were arranging thefe 
matters, a little rofy-cheeked boy, of three 
years of age, who had been fpcuting up and 
down the mountain-path^ as lightly as the 
playful chamois, came fpringing to hi^ 
mama, and announced the approach of 
ft rangers. A few minutes after my fellow 
travellers, who had r&-afcended the mpun- 
t'ain a confiderable way in fearch qf me, by 
a different path from that which I had 

taken, 
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tak€n, ippeaifed ; the horfes were waking 
in a little nook, at no greit diftatiee, and I 
kaftily took leave <>f my rtew acquaintances, 
but not till the lady, who bade me fare- 
well, with kind rclu(Slance, had made me 
proniife to return with my friends the next 
morning, fo breakfaft at Iw: cottage. 

During our ride home, and the whole of 
thte evening, I could think and talk of no- 
thing but the charming countenance of 
Madame de C — -^ ; I tri^ ii by all the 
rules of Lavater, and was probably a bettet 
phyfiognoniift th^ ufual, haVing fo latdy 
heard the fubjc€t defcanted with a mailer's 
art; for it is certain, that on this occafion^ 
my judgment was unerring* 

The next morning we fet out to breaks 

faftat the^cottage; my fpirits tvere eihila* 

rated with the thoughts of vifiting my^ 

new acquaintance, and I enjoyed more than 

T 4 ufually 
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ufually the beauties of the wild roQiaatic 
yalley, along which wc rode, and which 
)vas gilded with gay funlhine. A torrent 
ftream rolls noifily over its ftony bed in the ' 
inidft of this woody vale, which is rich 
with pailurage, and bounded on each fide 
by lofty rocks and mountains, while that 
chain of Glaciers, from which the Rhine 
pours its fource, lift their eternal fnows in 
the diftance, aixd cool dK air in the valley. 

Fragments of : rock were ftjrewed on thp 
edge of our path, and on one fppt thp 
ycfUges of an ay^laiiche appi^red in heaps 
pf nlafly ftones, mingled vrith the ruins of 
jjeyaftated cottages, and gave a favage wild- 
nefs to the fcene, Spon after eroding a 
light arched bridge, over-grown with la- 
yjfh folds of ivy, we reached the mountain, 
Sit thjp foot of \yhich was placed the vine- 
foyered co^tagp of Madame CTrrr-: hef 
,fwcet little boy ftoo4 ^t the door, watching 

for 
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'fpr our arrival. He danced with delight, 
while we difmounted ; and the moment he 
could reach me, gracefully kifled my hand, 
which is one of the firft things little Fraich 
boys are taught to do, and then, galloped 
away in fearch of his mama. 

The cottage, which was perfedly neat, 
contained a little plain furniture, two frames 
filled with ornamental work, a' table heaped 
with drawings, and a fmall ihclf, on which 
a few books were ranged. Madame dc 
C V received us with animated plea- 
sure, and her hufbandexprefled as much la- 
li^fadtion a$ the languor of ill health feeme4 
Jo admit. Vidloire, a fmart brown girl, 
whom on a Swifs mountain, or in any other 
remote region, where I had met her, I 
ihould immediately have , recognized by a 
gracefully familiar eafe of manner, temper- 
td with, the moft profound relped:, for a 
f^riH^riJ/ie de ckambn^ prepared the. breaks 

m 
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fafr with a light ddtic ftep, and a Iqok i^ 
chearful aUcrity, 

Madame dc C *s ccmverfatioa fhed 

flowers over the repaft ; there was fomething 
Jike enchantment in finding in a rude ham-, 
let, at the foot of favage rocks, and untrod-. 
den Glaciers, the moft polilhed graces of 
jntdle^Sual culture j and united with a fu- 
perior undcrftanding, with a taflc for all 
that is elegant in the arts, and an enthufidfm 
for ajl that is fublime in nature, that cordial 
warmth of manner, that fafcinating frank-^ 
nefs, when the fouj feerns to hang upon th^ 
lips, and the glowing expreffion of its fen-i 
Ability ex?rts an irrefiftible influence over 
the hearts of others, Monf. dc C — — -t 
an amiable and accomplifhed man, appeared 
to be in a llate of dgeSioh, which it coft 
him an effort to conceal, but which his wifis 
was evidently at p^ns to cheer, After 
breakfaft, M^ame C— r- prppofed a wsJl; 

wnidft 
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anw^ ibi^ c>f the wJIdeft haunts xi£ that 
loma^io region, wh«r« ihe4C!ld nw ihe feU 
4a»ij«tiai)y. feMmwi«^ure> wJtJ therefore 
ceofi4feW!d that portion ofithe: yi^'fy *sJ her 
own territory, . ; . 

B?f<»re we fet oui.yi^ojre, who feemed 
90t a Utfle anxiou» to Inflow "my .opinion 
*of tMngs in general" 0.t Paris, was fo exv 
trendy -v^uble iri Jier inquires, that I' 
found it in^^oflthle for my ajifwers to keep 
any pq^ withher <^ue^ns, Vidtoirc-s mind 
w?is|<wtile in fuppofitions, /« w^ as in- 
qmm f Ihe fuppoftd the monflers had, by 
thistirpe, fown «!! the Tuiileries With pota- 
loesu 9n4 dug up th^ h^uies as well as the - 
t^HtflSi for f^topettOt and made «U the wo. 
m^ yf^V »ed caps • a$ |f it was not bad 
enough to he forced to ftick on a cockade^ 
or he dragged to i^-ifon by thofe horrid 
jpfm-fuh(t«s^ calling thennfelves Brutus and 
iVri^es, She fuppofed too t^y ftill went "" 

^ on 
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on-Vith their faucy iutoiment aiuj citoyenne^ 
to the womeft — ^Ihe did iibt know why the 
brutes darfai ^o call h&ciitoyenne^ (he, who^ 
had lived 5£&. her- life at -Verfailles, and w^ut- 
cd only on court ladies. 

- Vi<^oire proceeded in her obfervations till 
I interrupted her by remarking, that flie 
muft no doubt find herfelf v?ry happy at 
fuchafafe diftance from Paris, among tha& 
fine mountains. — -** Ah, Madame," inter- 
rupted Vidtoirc, "happy amcmg the fa- 
vages here, wha can't fpe^k one word erf 
French]— Oh, what I would fom^imes 
give for i walk upon the Boulevards ! I am 
fo tired of rocks and fhows ! — if it was 
not for- thfe pkafure of ferving my dear 
kdy, I believe I fhould go back and have 
jpiy head cut ofF — for Vm too well known 
in Paris to efcape — and yet, I niuft own 
the truth, I did all I could to make my 
lady coiT^ away; for certainly, when all 
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tlie haute noblejfe were gone, my lady, as I 
told her, was not made to (lay behind — • 
and, iijdeed,'* added Vi<Stoire, •* I was 
a0iamed myfelf of being feen in Paris, for 
all the femmes de chambres of my acquaint- 
ance had fefnigrated an age before." Upon 
the whole I oblerved, from Vi6loire*s con- 
verfatibri^- "that -her wrath and indignation 
againft fhte Jacobins was almoft entirely 
torifined to- their groffihet^i as for their 
cruelty, that feemed to come within the 
' pale of her forgivenefs ; but to put inno- 
cent people to death, and be mal-bonnete, 
en outre, Ihe confidered as quite unpardon- 
able. ' 

After a delightful ramble amidft the pic- 
turefque fcenes of that wild country, Ma- 
dame C and myfelf feated ourfelves on 

a fpotof turf, and left the reft of the company 
to extend their walk. Here, laying afide 
the tone of general converfation, Madame 

de 
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de C ■ ^ related to me the pey;ficulaK df 
her fituation, which (h^ i^rdb^bly faii¥.l ^wis 
anxious to know^ niore from a fentiqient of 
fympathj, than a principle of jc^uio^t 
Nor ihould it l?e thought fingulajr;|th?^i(h«. 
confided her ftcry to, a ;fty^ger,| ]gh^ an 
Englifli woman, in jtbU: diftfuit: legiofli 
furrounded only by ^lalf^iviliaed . mcsun- 
taineers, woukl have fdt confkieniat fpisskg^ 
ing: in h^r bofom towards a pqrfpn who 
covld underiland and pity her facings i but 
it required lefs than the fplitude of Alpine 
mountains to have led Madame €■■■■■ >- to 
vmfold her heart* The French. ai;e natu^ 
rally communicative ; they neither pra(9ice# 
nor comprehend, that referve which be- 
longs to the EngHfti charad:er, ami which 
ibmetimes ha,s its iburce in delicacy, fbme-i^ 
times in pride* 

Whatever the French feel or fuflS^r, l^pe 
or fear is readily imparted to the whole cir- 
cle 
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clc of their fodety ; even perfonal infirrriifti 
ties arid mental defeds, of which the pof** 
feflbr hapjfus tp.be confcjious, are all made 
known withputhefitation; poverty ijtfelf*,- 
whicji in England we arfi fo careful tp con-* 
ceJ^J, cc^ the French no fuch trouble > nor 
have they any idea of enduripg the fmalleft 
.^W^tkH)» in order to hide their cirgum- 
ifences or ipwke a hcttox ajip^rance to. the 
WOTld. 

But to return to Madame C — — ^ who 
was the daughter of a ncfcleman of high 
rank, apd who, at fixteen years of age, had 
married Monf. C--— — , by whom Ihe was 
paffionately beloved. That Madame C-j— 
.was bdoyed, I could very eafily believe, 
wJiik.I difcemed the graces of her niind, 
and beheld the fine expreffion of her coui^- 
tensnce, from whiqh forrow, not time, for 
ihfi was now only in her twerity^-fourth 
year, 1^ fnatched the firft fyelh tints of 

beauty. 
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beauty^ but had left an expreffion which 
blended a more tender fentiment with ad^- 
miration. Monf. C % who detefted 
the principles of the revolution as cordially 
■as moft men of the fame rank, was only 
prevented from emigrating when firft that 
^vertt took place, by the reprefentations of 
ills wife, whofe more enlarged mindexui^ 
ed in that change of fyilem which (he dar^ 
not openly applaud : fhe had often w^ over 
the miferies of the opprefled people, and was 
'more difpofedto rejoice 4n the amelioration 
offolid fubftantial wretchednefs, than to la- 
ment the ideal deprivations of greatbefs. 
After the memorable tenth of Auguft, fte 
had no longer power, however, to reftraiii 
her huiband from emigratii^, and confider- 
ing it as her firft duty to follow his fear- 
tunes, and (hare his deftiny, fhe was oAly 
prevented from going with him by his de- 
fire that (he fhould endeavour to preferve 
dieir property, by remaining in France till 
2, the 
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the counter-revolution arrived, whidi he 
was firmly perfuadcd was at no great dif- 
fiance. After making the tour of Switzer- 
land, he croflcd the Alps with a party of 
.emigrants, and finding, that although the 
counter-revoluticMX was on its way, its 
march was lefs rapid than he had expefted, 
determined to wait for that 'event at Bellin- 
zone. Not long after, that ferocious ty- 
ranny witji its train of horrors, to which 
regal defpc^ifm was mild, and all its abufes 
lights eftabliflied itfdf in France.' Madame 
de C ■ ■*$ correfpondence becanie every 
day more difficult and dangerous, and at 
length, the friend to whom his letters were 
addrefled declared, that if tliis epiflolary in- 
tercourfe'was continued, it would lead not 

only himfdf, but Madame C -, to the 

fcafFold. 

Deprived of all comjnunication with her 

hufbajptd, and a melancholy witnef$ of 

voL^i. U crimes 
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crimes which fhe execrated, and of miferies 
which fhe deplored/ ftie foon became htr- 
felf involved in the general calamity, AH 
tlie property of Monf. G— — ^ S<ras' fecjtiefr 
tered, and the feals were placed upon every 
apartment of his hdtel, ift'er aftria feafch 
"had l)cen made* foiflvladame C-^^^, who 
"efcaped impnfonmeht^ by havifig fotfhd a 
'tempoVary (heW fbr herfelf ahd her little 
boy, In tlie houfe ofher friend. This perfon^ 
aman of'ferife andvirfue, Who, al?horrent 
of the fanguiriary iiieafures wliich then' jpre- 
Vailed,"tiad', from circumftances of apfiVate 
nature,' fome influence 'with "one high^'ia 
power, and was ever ready to employ that 
infllience for the purpofe ordoirig^good, or 
rather ot avertmg evil, found means to 
Yiiatch Madame C^"*^ *drom danger ,'''by 
obtaining paflports for her and Vi(5f6ire,'^^as 
the wives of two Swifs traders, who had 
come to t^aris'upon^afeifs ^bf ciJmfflierce, 
and" were returning^to\heir own 'cb^ity. 
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. Madame C— — , after thanking, her friend 
for life, fincelife was then included in the 
gift of a paflport, iet cxfF in the diligen^re to 
Bafil, with her little boy in her arms, and 
accxanpanied byiVidoire* 

..During the journey Madame C— — • had 
many alarms on account of the intempexjate 
refentments of her waiting-woman, .w1k>> 
whenever, any incidoit happened.by which 
ihe \yas^ offended, was ready to betray a^. 
Vidoire was aftopiflipd that noj^^jdy fou^d 
out that (he was x\it fp^me decbgml^epi 
the lady of a egrdpn rQffge,^ |uid ^s ^a? ^an- 
gry at w,hat:(he coafid^ed, as difrefpeia, ,to 
ufe the vircards . of r Jphnfon,, as V ^t Cj^ar 
^ of MufcQvy, ,wjieii Jhcp^ed, through S we- 
; deft in difguifc^ ** , It required many a private 
j;,le!avira^ during, the route, frpm .M^dwie 
^ C— --,. to .rnajce ^Viftoir^ preferve tjbe in- 
. cognita ; flie longed toburft upon the irn- 
pertinait fellow-travellers, ^whp gje^tctd.lier 
U a with 
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with tu tot J citoyenne/^nd egalit^, with a 
detail of all the foraier fplendour^ of her 
lady, a large portion of which Ihe confi- 
dered as refleded upon herfelf. She owned 
that fhe was dying to tell them, that they" 
were not fit company for the anti-chamber, 
and that this was the firft time fhc herfelf 
hdH ever travelled in a diligence. Madame 
C promifed Vidtoire that fhe fhould 

tell all, and ad: the duchefs if fhe pleafed, 
when once they had paflfed the frontier, but 
conjured her in the mean time, if fhe valued 
her life, to be filent; this, however, did 
not prevent Vidoire from declaring to an 
inn-keepcK, who fhe thought had ufed too 
familiar a tone, that fhe would take care to 
prevent Monfieur from ever employing his 
houfe again; upon which fhe was heartily 
abufed as the diligence drove off, dnd met 
with the tjfual Jacpbin reproof for making 
ufe of that appellation, by being told that 
Monfieur was at Coblentz, 

Madame 
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Madame C— , in fpite of the impru- 
dent Tallies of her waitjpg-woman, and- 
feme inquiries in the artlefs accents of her 
little boy after his papa's coach and four, 
reached Bafil in fafety, where flie had no 
fooner taken poffeffion of an apartment at 
the inn, than Vidoire endeavoured to com- 
penfate herfelf for the reftraints of the 
journey, by bawhng out her miftrefs's ti- * 
ties to every waiter in the houfe, and re- 
counting, with extraordinary volubility, the 
indignities they had fufFered on the road* 
Poor Vidloire, however, met with far lefs 
fympathy than fhe expetSled, her miftrefs 
having, unfortunately for the efFed of her 
harangues^ flopped at the Three Kings, 
which is the refort of the French Repub- 
licans, inftead of going to the Stork, which 
is fupported by the Frendi Emigrants, and 
where her tales of plebeian impertinence 
would have produced a becoming horror. 

V 3 After 
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After one night'&repofe, Madame C — ^ 
having wtitten to announce her arrlvial to" 
her hufbahd, and ihtreat' him to meet her 
at Liiccrrifc, immediately proceeded thither. 
Two ^ys IheM^ited inipatiedtly at Lu- 
cerne without any tidings of Monf. C , 

and ftafing that her lettei' had mlfcarried. 
deteriAined, wi%ut further delay, to crofr 
the Alps, and joyfully furprize hiin by her 
ftpp^rancc at BcUinzone. As Ihe" drew 
near that city her heart fwcUed with aJ- 
irioft iftcijntrolible emotioh — ^Ker hiifljahd 
harf, iA fee of his firft letters to Wf, de^ 
fcribed the landfcape fo mncK in detail, 
fhat e^ery 6bjc<ft feemed tobrin'^ his image 
irfort "Vividly fo her miAd. As Ihe paflfed 
over tKe bridge, about, a mik fronl the 
thvAt; abd faw at » little diftance on the 
I'ight the Moell land the Tefflrio mingling 
their ftreams together, ' Ihe fecoHeifted his 
having told her, tliat oftfen on the fpot 
where their waters met, he leant whole 

hours 
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/ " ^ 

hours in mdancholy mufing ovex their 

blended r currents . Slje gazed eagerly, as. flie. 

approached the town, at thetljree fro\vning^ 

caftles that crown the lofty hilU, where fuc- 

ceflively refide th^ fovereign bailiffs of the 

lixb|e(5t yallj^y in which Bellifizonp ; is 

placed. MorjC Ctt— had climbed thefe 

hills, ha4 tjaced the fcenp inclofed between 

their ro^rlf y. heights, and ftretching beyond 

the YQTjo^ntic valley leading to the Italian 

payti of ^p Grifon territpry. IM^ C ^^ 

paffed through the gates of Bellinzone, her 

heart throbbing with thofe overwhelming, 

thofe delicious fenfatipns, which are felt 

when we expedt, in a few fhort moments^ 

again tp behold the obje<3: of our deareft 

affedions, after a feparation embittered by 

the pangs of calamity, and the apprehen- 

fions of dangejr. Thofe delightful emotions 

flufhed her cheek with the glow of, ani- 

mated hope, and bathed her eyes with thpfe 

luxurious tears, which are the attribute of 

U 4 tender 
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tender happinefs. Madame C — i— , with 
Jier little fuitc, rode up to the inn, where her 
hufband lived at Bellinzonc, ^d eagerly 
looked round aS fhe difmoupted, in hopes 
that her letters had by this time arrived, 
and that the trampling of the horfes feet 
had le4 him to the door ; for her heart told 
her how wakcfully, had he been expcfted, 
jfhe would have liftened to every found 
that could denote his appr(»ch, and how 
quickly Ihe woyld have Iprung to welcome 
himt 

' * . 

" Where is Monf. C — -?*' (he in. 
quired, with precipitation, not feeing him 

appear, Monf. C --, the people of the 

inn informed her^ had left their houfe three 
months Imce. — ^'* Where, where is he 

gone?" ejcclain^^d Madame C , her 

heart fickening with difippointment, — He 
was gone to Conftance ; but this was not 
all— h? was gone with Madame — -, 

who 
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who found Bellinzone too dtiU for a longer 
refidence. Madame C— — , without utter-- 
ing another word, followed the inn-keeper 
into the houfe, but before fhe had reached 
the apartment allotted for her fell fcnfdefe 
on the ground : fhe was carried into her 
chamber^ and laid upon a bed, wtere, on 
recovering, Ihe found Vi<5loire anxioufly 
watching at her fide. The unfortunate 

Madame C was only reftored to a diC 

trading fenfe of mifery j of a ipecics of 
mifeiy, which her feeling heart was l$aft 
able to fulfain, that of being forfaken by 
him, whom fhe loved -with the moft ten-* 
der, the njofl inviolable attachment. 

Involved in the confequ^nces of his emi^ 
gration, fhe had been forced to bid a final 
adieu to her country ; ho" country, which 
fhe believed would one day fhake off the 
horrible tyranny under which it then groan- 
^, and which fhe abandoned for ever with 

regret; 
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R^greti iince (he felt powerfully that l^cal 
attachment, which, a cold fupercilipus, phi- 
loTophy may call pi?ejii4ice» hut of wj:)ich a, 
mind of fenfihility is ever ftrongly^ fufcepti- 
bki ; ia confequ^ncc of hi^ emigration ihe^ 
^ad loft a|l chance q( retgipiqg^ that afifiple. 
pioperty> which was tl>e fplendid inherit--: 
«tice of her child : without fh^ring die in- 
tnopeisale violence of his pplitical-opiijipos, 
Ihs ba$i detcrminpd t^ fliare his misfor- 
tim^, and fpften that eternal esife to yihish 
0ic, f^Wf with pelB<^9lice, bijt lyhicK basi 
bfjen his voluntary cljoiee. To be fcffaikecu 
by him, forfiiken. at the ycry momfti* v^^hen 
mutual confidence, aftd u»ih,ake» fidelity 
and attachment, were the dear fole refuge 
left againft the ftprras of fatc^ wa$ ai^guilh 
infupportable. How keenly did her breaks 
mg heart feel the fentiment, wbi?h our dir 
vine poet has expreflfed^— 



*< Had 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



STAf E O* SWIT2tRLAl/D.' ' iig^ 

«* Totryme wiAaffiAioiiilwiheramM 

*( All kinds of fores and fjasittitscm my barfirfaead^ 

*^ SteepM me in poverty to the very lips, 

<* Given to captivity me and my utmoft hopes, 

** I could 'have found in fome plice ofmy foul 

*^ A dk)?- of patience— ' 

** But thek-^.where I'have gamisr'd upmy heatti 

" Whfere either I muft live, or bear nallfc^ 

« I to be difcarded thence r'~ 

MadMie G— ^— kiicw too well tlie cImi** 
racier of the lady, who wia$ the con^mion 
of her hu&and*s flight, to doubt of his in^ 
fidelity, . Madsutie de ■ w&s a Fari&Hiir 
Udy of high rank, who had heax diiliiv 
guilhfed- id the mcidm regisad for the briI-» 
lismey of her coteries, and the Bmri)er of 
l>er adorers. Exquifkely feilled in all 
thofe meretricious arts, which too often 
oaptiyite the fehfes of thel^ords of Crea- 
tion, with<>ut leave of their reafon, and evai 
in oppofitioti to all their better fecHngs, 
Madame de ■ ■ ■ had for mamy years en- 
chained 
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chained in quick fucceifion more oiplives 
than fhe coiild count at her triumphal car ; 
had difturbed the peace of a great number 
of families;; had broken the heart of many 
a tender female, from whom fhe had 
alienated the aflfedlions of a beloved huC- 
tend, by thofe fedudkions which fpread an 
alluring drapery over the form of vice, 
and render the fimple charms of virtuous 
lave infipid to the vitiated -fancy, Madame 
dc ■ ■ was publicly known to be a wo- 
man of galantry, but this by no means pre- 
vented her being perfedtly well received 
injthe firft circles of faftiion, where fhe was 
certain to find many who rivaled her in li-, 
centious difpofitions, but none who eclipfed 
her in Circean graces • 

Though her youth was now paft, her 
perfoA was flill attradtive, and her gaiety 
and wit were inexhauflible. The revolu- 
tion diffolved Madame" de -— 's coteries, 

difperfed 
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difperfed her adorers^ transformed I^s 
into a new region, where the altars of plca- 
fure were overthrow^, wl^re incenfe was 
offered at the fhrine of a new goddefs-, and 
where Madame de ■ was ftunned froin 
morning till night with the enthuliafHc ac-. 
clamations of the vulgar, whom fhe bad 
been accuftomed to confider as only bom for 
flavery and filence ; and who now, lifting 
up their hoarfe voices, for ever thundered 
in her ear from every quarter the founds of * 
liberty, and the rights of man* 

The morning, after the firft Federation, 
diigufted with that fpecSlacle of happinefe, 
and fickening at the recolledtion of thofe 
Ihouts of exultation, which arofe in imifon 
from half a million of aflembled peopk, 
Madaipe de p— — ordwed poft-horfes, aftd 
fet out for London. Her chief folace in 
that capital confifted in^amu&lgher fonner 
Englifh acquaintances at Paris, by whom 

ihc 
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>;(hfl was -*weU rcceiy^» with fpi^e^ul plea^ 
,£otpies .upon the new order of. /things, 
.»%icifuIxiefmitiQns of liberty^ gndiudicrous 
fiketches of the raw^parti-coloured yolun* 
. tcers, who, £nce Madame de — — - dr€3v * 
their pidure^, have fcaled the Alps^ and 
• changed the face of Europe* 

Whild that lady was enlivening the vari- 

. ous tear-tables where (he vifit^d,' with well- 

turned epigrams on democracy » ihe: was 

iummoned by her friends, to haften iojQbmyy 

to France, in order to fave her property 

.from coafifottion,. and herfelf fjcom being 

conpprizedjnthe law, which placed thpfe 

^rvpedons on the fatal lift of emigrants;? ^Jtio 

( .4id not xetum within a ibted time. Madame 

.^^.•P,— p.^ii^wiever,^\vijth full confidc^e in 

hiter own powers of extricatlDg herfelf fxom 

nliU &riipes,.»nd/^verwa^ all; obifed^s, 

T jk^edjin Londohct^lMhe.4^y pf gra^ Was 

itfaAf ./She at - laagth- .pam? . to,, Paris, , apid 

. , opened 
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xipened her career in that city, by playfttUjr 
jefting^in fociety, even with perfons in^au- 

' thority, on the fubjedl of her emigr^ttiofDy 
the events of the revolution, and her &wn 
patriotic principles. But the bloody arena 
c^ revolutionary government was at that 
time prepared, the viiStims were already 
marked, the horrid forms ^ of death were 
about to1>e let loofe, and Madame de ■ < 's 
ions-^mots^ which were delightful in the 
fafe vicinity of Grofvenor-fquare, a|^peared 
very nearly allied to madnefs in the neigh- 
bourhood of the fqudre of the revolution : 
•as the flowering foliage of the light H^s^^ 
whic^ fports gracefully with the perfumed 
zephyrs in the Iheltered valley, affumes a 
terrific character, when it waves over an 
Alpine precipice. Madame de — find- 
ing, that under the fear of the guillotiiie, 
peopled wwci entirely' infenfible to^wit ; and 
at leh^ being cionvincQ4f that all her 
'witcheries «and^ tndianiniehts woidd h^ loft 

upcMi 
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Upon the fierce dem^gues who were about 
to fcize the reins of power^ and that ihe was 
even in fome danger of the fcafFold, fet off 
for Switzerland with a falfe paflfport, ac« 
companied by a young nobleman » who had 
alio procured one for the purpofe of join- 
ing the army of Conde. 

Madame de ■ had not fucceeded in 
iaving her property from fequeftration, and 
her purfe was but lightly fumifhed when 
fhc left Paris ; that of her fellow-traveller, 
however, was^ well filled, and Madame de 
■ I was rich in fpells fo potent, that for 
her 

" The ropl banner, and all quality, 

*^ Pride, pottip, and circumftancc of glorious war,'* 

were forgotten, till his purfe became as 

vacant as her own, and fhe then fufibred 

-hkn to leave her at Bellinzone, and haften 

ta the army with funds fcarccly fufiSdent 

:: . . ^ to 
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to pay the expenccs of his journey. During 
this interregnum in Madame de.— — -'s 
conquefts, Monf. C ■ % in evil hour, 
arrived. 

He was filent, dejefted, and melancholy, 
which little fuited Madame de 1 ^ 

tafte/ but he was in pofleflion of a large 
fum of money, a circumfiance which was 
not ill adapted to the ftate of her finances* 
Madame de — foon transformed herfelf 
into a 

*'. Penfive nun, devout and pure,. 
" Sober, ftedfaft, and demure/' 

It was a confiderable time before her ar- 
tillery of wiles made any impreffion oa 
Moaf. C— — ; her pride became piqued, 
as wdl a& her intereft engaged, in atchieving 
this newconqueft; and Monf. C— 2, afi» 
a fiege of confiderable length, was added to 
the number of her captives. , , 

VOL.. I. X When 
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When her dominion was fecurdy cfta- 
bliflicd/lhe infifted upon leaving the foli- 
tudes of Bellinzone, of which Ihe ha'] long 
been heartily weary, for the more congenial 
region of Conftance, which, for diflipation 
and pleafure, vied with the l^aris of former 
times ; and where Monf. de C— — *s purfe 
furnifhed her with all the means of volup- 
tuous luxury. 

In the mean time, the unfortunate Ma^ 
dame C» ■, heedlefs of the remonftrances 
of her faithful Vidoire, and indifferent to 
the innocent prattle and fweet carefle's of 
her child, paffed fome weeks at Bellinzone 
in that fituation of mind, when every care, 
every afFedion, and every thought, are ab- 
forbed in one deep, powerful, overwhelm- 
ing fentiment of mifery^ She wa» rouzed 
from this inactive defpondency by finding 
herfelf menaced with an evil which fhe had 
often pitied, but once had little chance of 

ever 
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ever feelings this evil was poverty j not 
that figurative poverty which pines in arti- 
ficial want, but the laft terrible extreme of 
real miferyj mifery which weighs with its 
deepeft preffure on a mother's heart, when 
(he hears the complaining voice of her 
child, and has no power to fupply its necef^ 
fities. Madame O- ■ ;" had left France . 
with a fum of money little more than fuf- 
ficient to defray the expences of her jour-, 
ney; but fhe felt no anxiety on this ac-^ 
count, as. fhe was going to join her hulband^ 
who fhe knew was provided, at his .depar- 
ture, with funds which mufl flill be more 
than fufficient to fupply all prefent exigen- 
cies ; and for the future fhe looked forward 
to the efforts of their friend in France, to 
refcue fomething from the wreck of their 
property. 

Since her arrival at Bellin^otte, iki bad 

thought little on the fubje(ft, for amidfl the 

X 4 ' firft 
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iirft fhatp pangs of wounded afFediioo, the 
lacerated heart, only awake to one fenfation, 
turns with difguft from all the cares, the 
anxieties, and views of ordinary life ; the 
world feems one wide cheerlefs defart, and 
all that it contains, except the obje<3: wq 
have loft, has no power to excite an emo- 
tion of pain or pleafure, 

^ From this lethargy of defpair Madame 
C ■ ■ was awakened, by ViiSoire teljing 
her that (he had heard that the inn at which 
they lived was extremely expenfive. She 
immediately fent for her bill, though with- 
out much alarm, fince her repafts had, Ihe 
thought, been too fimple to be coftly. Th<& 
amount 6f the bill, however, fofar exceed- 
ed her expedlation, that when it was paid, 
a few remaining livres and a few trinkets 
were the fole property . fhe poffeffed. Ma- 
dame C- looked at her child, and felt 

that llie had jnio moments to lofe ; (he de- 

. . termined 
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termined to leave the inn immediately, and 
Vidtoire, after fome refearch, hired a fmall 
chamber, containing too wretched beds, to 
which fhe retired. Here Madame C ■ , 
who had her whole life been nurfed in the 
bofom of affluence, fcarcely allowing her- 
felf the fcarity fuftenance which nature re- 
quires for its'prefervation, bathed her child 
with tears of bitteraefs, till fometimes the 
infant caught the infedious forrow, and 
wept becaufe he faw her weep. Sometimes 
be inquired why his mama had no dinner ; 
and fometimes afked why, fince he was a 
good boy, fhe gave him no bons-bons now } 
Vidoire chearfully ihared her lady's dry 
cruft, and the only point on which they 
differed was, that fhe occafionally gave vent 
to a fharp refledlion on her mafler, which 
Madamfe C- inflantly reprefTed ; upoa 

which Vidoire ufually left the room, and 
indulged her feelings, as well as her loqua- 
, X 3 . city. 
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city, by relating the ftory, in terms little 
meafured, to the whole neighbourhood. 

Madame C perceived with anguifh, 

which can be ill defined, that, notwithftand- 
ipg all the privations ipaternal tendernefs 
could devife or piradlife, her little funds 
were almoft entirely exhaufted; and Ihe had 
now recourfe to her watch and rings, as the 
laft means of averting want from her 
child. Vidoire was forced to part with 
thefe relicks of former fplendor at a price 
far below their value : alas 1 in fuch fort of 
conventions there is ufually an unequal con- 
Hid; between rapacity and diftrefs ; but at 
that period the fame lad neceffity had forced 
fo many unfortunate fugitives to relinquifli, 
like Madame C ■ », the appendages of de- 
parted opulence, that the quantity of jewels, 
trinkets, and watcher, offered for fale in 
Switzerland, had naturally diminiflied. their 
>vc>lth. 

With 
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, With a trembling h^d Madame C- » 
received the produce of her laft refources, 
while fhe ^ticipated the moment, when 
th^ would altogether fail. The people of 
the town, where Ihe had alighted, had be- 
fore her arrival, difpatched the letter to 
Monf, C , which Ihe had fent him 
from Bafii, but fhe had revived no tidings 
of him in return ; it was therefore evident, 
that he was unafFefted by her fituation, that 
he was carelefs of her fate, that, he thought 
o( her no more \ Amidft the bitternefs of 
of thofe reflections , how eagerly would Ihe 
have welcomed that death to which he 
abandoned her, but that fhe mufl leave her 
child to pcrifli. She had not neglected to 
inform her friend in France of her circum- 
llances ; but her letter, which it was death 
to receive, had to travel by a route fo cir- 
cuitous, and to pafs through fo many hands 
before it reached him, that nothing could 
be more uncertain than its arrival. 

X 4 With 
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With a frame languid from fufifering^ 
and a heart defolate with ddpair, Madame 
C was one evening fitting in her 

wretched ihed, loft in gloomy meditation, 
when ViiSboire, who had been out in fesuroh 
of their little daily fupplies, haftily entered 
the room, and told her, tha:t having been to 
pay a vifit to the people of the inn, wlwrc 
they had lodged, and where (he had been 
talking of her lady's misfortunes, a pcrfon 
who . was preient faid, that if Madame 
could embroider waiftcoats, work era* 
vats, or draw landfcapes, fhe would un- 
dertake to fell them to the miftrefs of the 
principal inn at Surfee, who made it her 
bufinefs to difpofe of fuch little fort of. 
w<3i!rks, which were executed by fome emi- 
grant ladies who lived in that town ; and 
Ihe was fure the fame benevolent perfon 
would do as much for Madame, when ihe 
knew her ftory, 

Vidoire 
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Vidctfre had proceeded iJius far, when 
MadameC m ^ threw herfelf cin her knees, 
aodpouredfoith a fervent thankfgiving : flic 
theoi folded h(»: little 3x>y to her boibin, and 
inftandy difpatched Viifloire to make known 
how thankfully fhe accepted this bleflcd 
ofier. Early the next mornmg the neceflary 
mart;erials were purdiafed, and Madame 

C , with eager alacrity, began her talk. 

While flie contemplated the firft elegant 
pjerformance, which adi^anced rapidly be- 
neath her creating hand, tears of foothing 
pleasure, tears which it was luxury to fhed, 
guihed from her eyes. To have the power 
of applying thofe accomplifhments, which 
fhe had only cultivated as the amufement of 
a folitary hour, to the dear, the precious 
purpofe of fuftaining her child, filled her 
mind with the fweeteft fenfations of mater-, 
nal tendemefs— it was delight, elevated by 
the noble confcioufnefs of duty— 'it was an 
ef&rt of virtue, which, while it fhidded 
2 the 
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the objcd: of her fond folicitude from fuf- 
fering, was interwoven with an immediate 
pecompenfe in the Toothing efFedt it pro- 
duced on her own mind. Since, amidft oxi- 
tinual Occupation, that gloomy defpondency, 
which in ftillnefs and folitude brooded over. 
its own turbulent wretchednefs, was foft- 
cned into milder forrow, and engroffed by 
the unceafing care of providing for her 
child,, the image of its father, which ufed to 
call forth the wild agonies of difappointed 
paffion, but now awakened a tender melan- 
choly, which refignation tempered. The 
only moments which Madame C ■ gave 
to leifure, and tlie indulgence of her feel- 
ings, were thofe of twilight, when, after 
the unremitting labours of, the long fum- 
roer day, fhe ufually left her little boy to 
the care of Vid:oire, and walking out alone 
amidft thofe fcenes of folemn-grandeur, in- 
dulged that mournful mufing, when the 
mind wander^ over its vaniihed - pleafures, 

and 
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and tears, which flow without controul, 
embalm the paft ! 

V 

in one of thofe folitary walks, feated on 
the jfragment of a rock, near the torrent- 
ftream, the hoarfe noife of whofe melan- 
choly waters were congenial to her medita- 
tions, the chain of penfive thought was fud- 
denly broken by the tread of an approaching 
footftep. She caft up her eyes, and be- 
held Monf. C . , who, pale, and tremb- 
ling with emotion, threw himfelf at her feet, 
clafped her knees in unutterable agony, and 
at length told her in broken accents, that he 
came not to folicit her forgivenefs, but to 
die in her prefence— that feeling he had but 
a fliort time to' live, he had ventured to be- 
hold her once more, not to attempt any ex- 
tenuation of his guilt, or to declare how 
milch he abhorred himfelf for the paft, but 
merely to ejcplain th? appearance of that 

barbarous 
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barbarous ncgleft, in which Ihc had been 
left at Bellinzone. 

Monf. C ■ then, after execrating the 
delufion, by which he had been fo fatally 
mifled, related, that having taken an excur- 
fion into Germany, at the period when her 
letter isirrived, he had only received it two 
months after it was dated. Rouzed as from 
an hideous dream, feized with the pangs 
of rfemorfe at his own conduct, and feeling 
every fentiment of renewed tendernefs awa- 
kened in his heart by the image of her 
fuflferings, he inftantly declared to Madame' 
-■ his ref^lution to haften to Bellinzone. 

No intelligence, he perceived, could be 
more agreeable to that lady, and not long 
after he difcovered the reafon, by hearing 
that fhe was gone to Vienna with a Ger- 
man Count, the owner of a brilliant equi- 
page, with whom flie became acquainted 

during 
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during their excurfion, and who had fol- 
lowed her to Conftancc. Monf." C— — * 
added, tha,t having himfelf fet out on foot 
from that city, being determixted not to 
fpend on the indulgence of a carriage the 
few louis he had yet in referve, the violent 
emotions of his mind, joined to exceffive 
fatigue of body, by taking journeys too 
rapid, in order to accelerate his arrival, pro- 
duced a dangerous fever. At a little vil- 
lage-inn, where he lay for-feveral weeks 
^ftretched upon a folitary bed of ficknefs, he 
had perhaps, he faid, in fome nieafurc 
atoned for the paft, by the bitternefs of his^ 
jregrets, by that anguifhr— he was proceed- 
ing, when Madame C> threw herfelf 
upon his neck, bathed his-bofom with her 
tears, conjured hiin for ever to forget the 
paft, and declared, that her fufFerings had 
already vaniftied in the hope of his return- 
f ing affedtioji. 

When 



Digitized by 



Google 



3l8 A VIEW OF TUB PRESENT 

When Madame C ■ , with foft per- 
fuafion, had fomewhat reconciled her huf* 
band tp himfelf, and a calm confidential 
tonvcrfation had fucceeded the tumultuous 
emotions of their firfl: meeting, they bent 
their way to the little apartment which was 
now their fole habitation, and which he had 
hot yet entered ; firice having learned from 
the people of the houfe, in Vidoire's ab- 
fence, which path Madame C had 

taken for her evening walk, he had inftantly 
haftened to the fpot. They had fcarcely 
reached the chamber, when his little boy 
fpmng forward to meet him, durig upon 
his neck, called him his dear, dear, papa, 
and reiterated his carefles till Monf. C ' ■■ , 
overcome with faintnefs, agitation, and fa- 
tigue, funk fenfelefs on a chair. Madame 
C— — wept at obferving his emaciated 
figure, and his pale and haggard look ; and 
Vidoite, Ihe perceived, tried to fqueeze out 
a tear too, but not fucceeding, all flie could 

do 
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do was to wipe her eyes carefully with her 
handkerchief. Vidoire was probably think- 
ing moire of the dry crufts on which Ihe 
had dined occafionally, and which fort of 
f epafts fhe attributed to her niafter^s con- 
dud:, than of his fickly countenance. Ma- 
dame C found nothing mtore difEcuk 

than to reftrain Vidloire's loquacity, who 
contrived, whenever fhe had an opportu- 
nity in the courfe of the evening, to relate 
the hardfliips they had fufFered with a fpite- 
fuL minutenefs of detail— how Madame 
breakfafted upon cold water inftead of cof- 
fee, and dined fometimes upon lentil-foup, 
and fometimes not at all ; and how fhe 
gained two livres a-day by drawing and em- 
broidery. 

This lafl intelligence was more than 

Monf. C could bear; he hid his face 

with his hands, fprung from his chair, and 
walked in a difordered manner up and 

down 
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down the room* Madame angrily impofed 
fifence on Vidoirc, who, taking the hint, 
declared that (he was au defejpoir at having 
afflidled Monfieur, for whom jflie felt the 
pioft profound refpe(ft, and then left the 
room, in order, probably, to talk over his 
tranigreffions to the whole neighbourhood. 

She ftaid fo long, that Madame Q was 

forced to go in fearch of her, and ^ fhe 
approached, heard her faying, ** tobefurc 
I don't forget that Monfieur is a cord/on 
rouge after all, and therefore not n^ade to 
give an account of his adions to any body ; 
but then when I think of my dear lady'* — 
here Vidoire was interrupted in her'unfi* 
nifhed fpeech. 

Monfieur had a return of his fever, 
which lafted fome we^; and, at 
length, believing he had fuflSbred fiiffi- 
cient penance^ Vidoire gracioufly ac- 
corded him. her forgivenefs. A ihort time 

after ^ 
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after, the return of Monf. C— — *r-, a letter 
arrived from their friend in France, with 
tidings that he had fecured for Madame 

C a fum fufEcient to produce a littk 

revenue,, which would place her out of the 
reach of want, and which fum was depo- 
.fited in the hands of a Swifs banker. Upon 
receiving this intelligence, they determined 
to leave their wretched apartment, and hav- 
ing, in their rambles along the wild valley- 
leading to the Grifons, difcovered a neat 
vacant cottage; they hired it for the fum-? 
mer ; there Monf. C hoped to recover 

his health amidft the falubrious breezes 
from the hills, and his peace of mind amidft 
the calm and foothing fenfations which the 
fimple beauties of unadorned nature can bcft 
excite. 

After repeated v^fits to her charming cot- 
tage, I bade Madame C ^ a long, re- 

ludlant farewell; and have fince heard, 

VOL. I. Y . with 



Di"^.tized by 



Google 



pt A VIEW 6t THE I^RES«n¥ 

with delight, that flie continues in the pri-i 
Vacy of her retreat to enjoy that domeftic 
^ fclifs, which, to fenfibility lilce hers, is the 
firft of bkffings ; (he has a mind capable of 
relinquifhing tank and fplendor without i 
ligh, fince fhe has found happinefs in ex* 
iihaftge^ 
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y Google 
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CHAP. XX. 

lyh U the GrifQHs^^^DifcujJim on thi RevdutUn. 

JN one of OUT rides near Bellinzone, we 
made an excurfion aloilg a valley belonging 
to the Grifons. Fatigued with the beams of 
the noon day fun, we looked around for the 
inn of the village, and accepted the invita- 
tion of a perfon, of whom we made the 
inquiry, ^id over whofe dodr we faw an 
infcription that denoted the afylum, of 
which we were in fearch. The hour of 
dinner was paft in the valley, but a plenti- 
ful collation of fruits, wine, and cakes, 
were fet before us^ On our entrance we 
found three or four perfons in warm poli- 
tical dfebatei but the principjd difputants 
were a gentleman of Turin, who had lately 
|)afled fome time at Paris, and a yofung ec- 
Y 2 defiaiik; 
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clefiaftic belonging to an adjoining viflagc* 
As the fubjedl of difpute was the revolution 
which had juft then taken place in the Gri- 
fons, we were led to afk for information 
refpcifling it. 

The native of Turin informed us, that 
that event was nothing but the tranfitory 
commotion of an ignorant and tumultuous 
mob, ?hat on fome idle pretence had af- 
fembled together to corred: abufes that did 
not exift, had feized on the government of 
the country, committed great depredations 
on the property of individuals, and were on > 
the point of being reduced to their primi*, 
tive nothingnefs, as the good fehfe of the 
country revolted againft proceedings fo def- 
trudive of peace and order. The ecclefiaftic 
liftened with confid^rable impatience to the 
end of the harangue, when, with an elo- 
quent volubility, that proved how ear- 
neflly his heart was engaged in the caufe, 

he 
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he ran over the long lift of tyrannies exer- 
cifcd on the people by the Ariftocratic gp- 
vernments, which had juft been overthrown. 
He attefted that this tumultuous rabble was 
a regular affembly of the reprefentatives of 
the people deputed from each commune, 
and who had met as a legal convention, to re- 
form in the moft conftitutional manner 
thofe abufes. He affurcd us, ihat fo far 
from committing depredations on property, 
perhaps the only blame to be caft on the 
convention, was the lenity with which they 
ha4 treated thofe ofiences, which had ne- 
cefljtated the change of government, fince 
all they had done was to order a repayment 
into the public treafury from each defaulter 
of the unaccounted monies ; but this was 
^xadted in fuch fmall proportions, that the 
fentence feemed rather an invitation to of- 
fence than a punifhment for paft depreda*' 
tions. 
»■ 

V3 ' The 
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The reforms in the future. adminiftratipRjt 
he affertcd^ were not lefs mild than Ae 
knity exercifed againft the abufes of th^ 
paft. The people were relieved from the 
burden of taxes that were never applied by 
their former governors to the. fervice of the 
ftate, and the feudal rights of the nobility 
wele abolifhcd ; that with the exception of 
the flight retributions made to the public 
purfe, and the lofs of certain privileges, by 
tnore equality in the regulations of com-r 
merce, the noble? had nothing to lament^ 
but a degree of influence^ which |h«y oiight 
never to have poffeffed, and were even per* 
mitted to retain all the infignia of their m^ 
cient dominion, all the decorations of fa- 
mily and title. So far, continued our eeckr 
fiaftic, was this aflembly of the people from 
being reduced to what was called primitive 
nothipgnefs, that having only before them 
certain fimple objed:s of reform, in which 
they were unanimous, they had adjourned 

their 
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their meeting, me?e|y . becaufe ^they. had 
j^niflied their work ; and fo far were they 
from h^vipg aited qontraij to the wifh of 
their conftityents, that he believed, iexcept 
fpm thofe who were immediately interefl- 
§d in the continuance of ancient abufes^ 
there was biit 9ne voice thrpughout the 
whole country, that of enthufiafm fpr the 
Recovery of their rights, which, if again at- 
tacked, all were re^dy to defend, or periflij 
in the attempt *. 

The reply of the Piedmontefe tq his an- 

♦ It appears that this young ecclefiaftic had formed- 
too fevourahle an opinion of 616 new governocs on the 
pjher fide, of the mQ^n^^i^ > aaij .it is* probable, that he 
and the other inhabitapts of .the Valleyof Mifox have 
fince phanged their manner of thinking : fince it is 
faid, that the people of this valley, now the only part 
of the Grifon dominions on the fouthern fide of the 
AlpS( have folicited their junftion to the CFfalpine re- 
public^ between which two countries are fituated tho. 
Italian bailiwicks. 

Y 4 tagonift 



Digitized by 



Google 



Jl8 A VltW OF THE TRESENT 

tagonift was witty and farcaftic; but it was 
cafy to perceive, by the triumph painted in 
the' countenances of the by-ilanders, that 
the prieft had echoed their own fentiments. 
Our inn-keeper joined in the converfation, 
with an authority equal to his guefts; but 
though deeply interefted in the debate, was 
cai^ful to go at certain intervals with a 
fpoonful of lemonade to wet the parched 
lips of a feverilh infant, who lay in its 
cradle in a corner of the room. Its fifter, a 
girl of fix years of age, dreft in a blue bod- 
dice, and ihort red petticoat, with her feet 
and legs bare, and whofe cheek flulhed with 
the cleareft bloom of health, and eye fpark- 
jng with fprightlinefs, formed a ftriking 
contrafl: to the languid look of the pale 
baby, ftood patiently at the fide of its 
cradle, with a large vine-branch in her 
hand, which Ihe waved backwards and for- 
wards to prevent the numerous flies, that 
^QQJ^ brings forth in that country, from 
^ teizing 
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teizing the" fick child. There was fomc- 
thing fo attradive in this domeftic groupe, 
that they often made me forget the Grifoii 
revolution. 

Two hours had glided away before wc 
thought of ordering our horfes, when we 
received a moft cordial invitation from a 
venerable old man of the party, to pafs a 
few days at his dwelling, in our paflage 
over his mountains, having heard that we 
propofed returning through the Grifon 
country. 

We were not a little embarrafled at the 
miftake we had made, when upon inquir- 
ing what expence we had incurred, our 
hoft replied, that the only recompenfe he 
defired was our fpeedy return at an earlier 
hour td dinner : when we fhould be re- 
ceived, not as he faw wc fuppofed our- 
i^^dves at an inn, but at the habitation of 

a friend. 



Digitized by 



Google 



330 A VIEW OF THE PRP§^^!|T 

a friend J who would be thankfid for th? 
favour. Our inn-keeper proved, on inr 
guiry, to \)C the princj^l magiftnite of the 
diftridt, and the infcription, whic^ we had 
taken for a fign, was an ornament over the 
dopr of his.ho.ufe,! - . . ' 
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\ CHAP. XXL 

Fai CaliUM State 4i^. Society* y^jj^fifrney up Su Btrttin^ 

cupations. ^ 

VV E did not i^L .on ieavinff the Italian 
vallies* . tp pafs two dajrs^ with our hofpjta-- 
bJe hofl:,^|he greater part of which were 
fpqnt in excurfions ^mongft the ^tioupt^inp, 
piarticuiajcly: thpfe pf the Val Cal^ca, which 
15 pi>e of the four diftri<9^s of this jurifdic- 
tipi), called the high jufifdidlion of the 
Valley of Mifox, A rapid torrent flowing 
from the QJaciers of the Bird Mountain, 
runs ^oifily through the Valley of l^enca, 
and thrp\Ys^itfelf intp the Mpefa. We paf- 
fed through feveral villages, but ftopped to 
piepofe ourfelve^ at Sa^t^ Maria, the c^pit^ 
pf the Valley, where we faw a.^goificeiij 
. ^ church 
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church dedicated to the Virgin. The laft 
village in this diftrid, or the neareft to the 
Glaciers, is Val Bella, or the Beautiful Val- 
1^ ; but as we were aiTured that the place 
did not at all correlpond with the name, wc 
difcontinued our journey thither. ^This 
valley, fituated between the mountains of 
Val Bienna and thofe of the Valley of Mi- 
fox, is extenfive, but foi" the moft part wild 
and barren ; it is not eafy to find a place in 
the world fo little known to it, as this fe- 
cluded and favage nook. The ungrateful 
foil prompts the inhabitants to periodical 
emigrations; the fummer is fpent in the 
native hut, and the winter is the feafon of 
travel and obfervation^ the expences of 
which are defrayed by the prdduce of their 
manufadures, fuch as balkets, pitch, grinds 
ing-ftones, and other territorial mountain-, 
ous produiStions, which they fell in Italy. 
Thofe who are not engaged in commerdal 
projedls, and the wives and children of 

thofe 
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thofewhoarey follow other fpedulations of 
profit, among which arc thofe of b^gging^ 
and predid^ing the buona aventura^ or tei« 
ting fortunes* 

Atter taking leave of our kind hoft, wc 
proceeded on our journey along the Valley 
of Mifox towards the Bernardin nwun* 
tains. This valley is one of the four high 
jurifdiftions below the woods, into which 
the Grifon league is divided. The ancient 
inhabitants are known in hiftory under the 
general term of the Lepontii, but their de- 
fcendants were fucceffively fubje<a to the 
Bifliop of Comot the Counts of Saxe, and 
the faihily oi the Trivulci. In the middle 
^of the iixteenth century, the inhabitants 
purchafed their freedom of this family for 
twenty-five thoufand florins, and joined 
themfelves to the Grifon league, who have 
maintained the confederacy, notwithflanding 
the various attempts which have l?cen 

fince 
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fince made to deprive tBem. of daeir & 
beriy. 

The road, for feveral miles, is perfedlly 
level along the Moefa, and the valley fufE- 
dently ^xtenfive to admit of fine cultiva- 
lion^, conteiilns a n\^ber of iiandfome vil- 
lages ; but^ after- paffing the ODnfluence of 
ttris ftream with the torrent of Calenc^» the 
VaHey becomes fo narrow as to admit little 
more fpace between the mountains than for 
the path and the river. Here we were onix 
'more among rocks, torrents, and diffs load- 
ed with woods, prefenting not only parts of 
the mountain fcenery, to which we were 
now accuftomed, but from the great depth of 
the valley clofed in by furroundii^g moun- 
tains, cafting a kind of gloomy light over the 
ivild landfcape, that ftrongly excited in the 
mind that fenfation of melancholy which 
Pope has charadlerifed, < 

« Breathkg a brpyfni^t horror o'ertbc woods/* 

Before 
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Before \Vt c^iine to the eind of this lbwe# 
Valley, where the mouriMife, dm^ in ftoftti 
lofty and abrupt, feeihed to predude all 
poflibility of proceeding, \vc jwded for a 
confiderable way over a road entirely broken 
up, and which difpla^^ed the roots of 
larches, pines, and other mountain tfeesi 
mingled with Vaft mfouiris of grivellf 
ftones and mafles of rock. This defelation 
h?id been caufed by a deluge from the up<i^ 
per mountains, on the fudden melting of 
the fnows in the fpring from an inceffant 
rain, which lafted feveral days, accompa-^ 
nied by gufts of warm winds, like the Si* 
rocco of Italy. The openings into the 
ravines of the fountains where the fnow 
liad drifted, and from its mafs bad refiffecJ 
the influence of the heat which melted the 
thinner layers, ferved as fluice-gates to the 
Ifea of Waters whi^h they ingulphed. ^Rite 
dnereafijig weight of thofe waters from the 
Iftelting of the ihows above, together with 

the 
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(he decreafe in the refifting mafs beheatth, 
from the heat and the rain, prepared at 
length the catalhrophe, by the giving way 
of the icy Iwurrier. . 

Language can but feebly, paint the fub- 
lime and terrific dB^s of this deluge of the 
mountainous fea. Had our poet. Thorn fon^ 
beheld this mighty devaftation, his glo^ving 
imagination would have prcfented us with 
far other images than thofe of 

^^ Herds and flocks, and travellers and fwalns, 

*' And fometimes whole brigades of marching troops^ 

'*' Or hamlets fleeping in the dread of nighty" 

^he feeble works of human art and induiby 
hurled beneath the fmothering ruins. He 
would have viewed the lofty pine, the an- 
cient inhabitant of the Alps, whofe rdotp 
have been riveted far ages to the foil, fwept 
away, by the horrible flood, like the. chafFi 
the rocks, coeval with time, and which 

fc^med 
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feoned jfixfcd on the i^id globe till time 
ihfdl toe no letter, torn from tjbeir bafe 
with iitftififtihlefury, and roll^, in cme w^ 
convulfivc commotion, down lihe txemmA^ 
aus precipices, riving up the affright^ Jfoil, 
m db^ir cdefcent, and covering ^ fertilr 
paftur^ and jich champain with irjqpar*- 
bledefolation^ 

-A narrow pafs cut out of a Bmtaftic 
•rock, Hanging over the Moefa, which forms 
a bay in the plain, brought us to the foot 
of this perpendicular mountain, down 
whofe dark wooded and ihagg^ 'precipices 
we heard the torrent roaring, but which 
^heir projedting fides toncealed ifiom pur 
ohriew. We appeared to he incilof^ between 
inacccflSble heights; there was :no pafli^ 
.difcoverahle like that of .the .cavern whidi 
Jkads from the devil's bridge into -thp Valley 
.of Urferen, andit would have.eKcrcifed th^ 
imagination, to have jbuilt even aiiid^ loiui 

VOL. 1. Z by 
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by which the afcent could be gained. The 
mountaineers^ however, had overcome the 
difficulty j On that fide of the mountain 
which was the moft floping, or rather the 
leaft perpendicular, a road was cut in tra- 
Verfe diredions to the end of the flope, 
whence it was returned in an angle, fuffi- 
ciently broad to permit the afcent of cattle, 
and fo continued from one fide to the other 
fupported by beams of wood, either for the 
prefervation of the way, or to keep the tra- 
yeller from ftumbling over the precipice, 
till after laborious climbing it brings him 
to the funmiit. 

Like the palTage intd the Valley of Ur- 
feren, the plain on the top of this moun- 
tain prefented us with fcenes altogether dif- 
ferent from thofe which we had left beneath. 
It is generally in the lower valleys, which 
ferve as canals or outlets to the mountains, 
that we find thofe romantic arid pi(fturefque 
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objeds, on which we gaze with delight 
and aftonilhment. In the upper moun- 
tains, nature has caflpfF the fantaftic and 
varied garb of rock, and clifF, and torrent> 
for a robe more fimple and inajeftic j the 
fcene takes a larger fwepp, the foreft is 
more extenfive, and the hills fwell with a 
more noble grace one above the other* 

So few are the travellers who pafs this 
mountain, the principal paflage? acrofs the 
Alps being thofe of St. Gothard and Splugen^ 
that the vifit of ftrangers is an event of 
fome importance. On our approach to ^ 
village embofomed in trees, forming the 
middle point of an amphitheatre of a beau* 
tiful range of hills, covered with the frefhefl 
verdure, we difcovered our venerable friend 
walking haftily towards us, with a pretty- 
little mountain nymph, his grand-daughter, 
in one hand, and a large oaken ftaflf in the 
other, which he Ihook at us with a fmile 
; Z 2 of 
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of reproach, declaring that he had waited 
dinrfcr tfhree 'hours beyond his ufual time, 
'having had news of us early in the morn- 
ing, and that he could not imagine why 
^e had loitered fo long on the way. We 
found a plentiful repaft prepared for us, 
confifting of beafts and birds of the foreft, 
and were informed that we fhould not be 
fullered to depart till the provifion was ex- 
pended, which the hunting of the two pre- 
ceding days had fumiihed. 

The; old man*s family confifted of a 
daughter and her two children, the one a 
youth of twenty, and the other the pretty 
little mountaineer of fixtecn years of age, 
who had come with her grandfather to meet 
us J his fon- in-law, who was then gone on 
fome afiairs to Chiavenna, was expedled 
home before our departure. We fpent the 
remainder of the day 'in walking among 
thefe romantic and paftoral fcenes, and the 
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next we made a i^mlly party up the mpmw 
tain, to din^ in one of his IJxepherd^s hutSi^ 
by the i^de of a fwe cafcade, which^ bftviog 
found out ipy enthuikfm for fuel? objecSta, 
he told me he was fure I fhould find wortl^ 
the toil ojf th^ vifit. The torrent forme4 
'part of 4 beautiful landfcape, and played in 
fucceffive cataradls oyer rocks that were 
pi(fturefque ; but we had feen ^po much of 
the Reufs and the Tejffino, to, find in thefe 
falling waters any new chvm, except that 
they were inclofed by green banks inftead 
of fliaggy rocks. 

Thefe hills appeared, fxom thejr verdure^ 
to be in the higheft ftate of mountainous 
cultivation. The fpot w^ ppt fo elevatcdas 
to be out of the reach of the parching fun-s 
beam, and little channels cut along the fide 
of the flopes, drew the water away from the 
idle torrent to fertilize the adjoining pafr 
tures. On the greater part of thefe hills 
Z 3 the 
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the hay had already been cut. Some yet 
lay on the ground, whkh, from the maun- 
tain flowers and herbs, fcented the air with 
the moft delicious fragrance. While thefe 
hills are laid up for harveft, the fliepherd 
removes to the Upper Alps, afcending with 
his cattle to crop the herbage of thofe 
higher hills, as they are fucce0ively de- 
prived of their fnows. Here he fpends 
a folitary and cheerlefs life through the 
ihort fummer, and returns in the autumn 
to the huts in thp lower vallies, where 
he remains fhut up with his cattle to con^ 
fume the provifion which he has prepared 
for winter. The life of the fhepherd of the 
Alps is very diflferent from that of the fhep- 
herd of Arcadia j but from the little inter-^ 
courfe which he holds" with any fociety 
whatever, except the beafts which he feeds, 
his wants are only thofe of nature, and con- 
fequently few: the intemperance of the 
fcafon finds him prepared to meet it without 
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flirinking, and the winter llorm flies harm- 
lefs over his head, wliofe phyfical feelings 
are hardened to the icy temperature of his 
mountains, and who is accuf^omed to 

^ Breaft the keen air, and c^ol as he goes/' 

Sometimes indeed the patience of the fhep^ 
herd expiry before the winter, when he 
perceives, which fometimes happens, that 
his ftock decays fafter than the fummer 
approaches, 

Thefe pafturages are not fufEciently fteep 
for avalanches, but higher up the moun- 
tain, partial mifchiefs are occafioned by 
their defcent; and fometimes fhepherds, 
huts, and cattle, are loft for a while under 
immenfe drifts of fnow, which the impetu- 
ous winds have fent in that diredlion. It 
was difficult for us, the inhabitantis of the 
lower world, to conceive that the change of 
Z 4 feafons 
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^fdn^ (jouM make fo barren and ehcerfefs 
a dcfot of fo beautiful an^ fertile a country, 
as that which we beheld, feaeted at our rur^ 
repaft before the fliephcrd's door j around 
which the cattle were browzing, or lay 
bafking in the noon-tide fun-beam. That 
the fummer might be paffed agreeably 
amidft thefe mountains, we could eadly be- 
lieve ; for furely there are few^fpots on the 
globe, th«.can boaft a more boxmdlefs ftore 

** Of charms, which nature to her vofrj jridds ; 

^ The warbling woodland, and the torrent's roar, 

** The pomp of groves, and garniture of fields j 

*• All that the genial ray of morning gilds, 

** And all that echoes to the fong of even ; 

<< All that the mountain's fhelt'ring bofom iiields, 

«^ Aiid ^1 the dread magnificence of heaven i" 

But the winter muft indeed be gloomily 
defolate to thoft, who, above the ckfs of 
the peafant, and having no tafte for litera- 
ture, are immured in thefe infulated regions^ 
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If4y pretty Jif tie Gompinion ^fwiered wvy 
qucftions, r^fpeding her winter occupa- 
tions, by tdlirig me, that (he had rctimiedl 
froin^ fchool at Bcllmzone the fummer be- 
fore, and had employed the laft winter iii 
ipinning arid -making her grandfather a 
l^J'g^ quantity of fhirts, had^ worked a 
flowered gown for herfelf, and read half of 
an abridgment of Guicciardini's Hiftory of 
thp Wars of Italy, ,and two or three 
volumes of Goldoni*s Plays. 

We bade adieu, with reludance, to our 
patriarchal hoft: I could. have loitered 
with pleafure yet a little longer in his 
hofpitable dwelling. How foothing was 
this fcene of tranquil pleafure — ^how de- 
lightful a tranfition from the crimes of 
ferocious tyranny were the paftoral occupa- 
5 tions 
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tions and guiltlefs manners of thofe Alpino 
regions I At a vilkge, a few miles further 
up the mountain, where the whole family 
concluded us,. we paifed one more focial 
hour at breakfaft, and then finally taking 
leave of them, imprefTed with the moft 
agreeable recolledion of their fimple kind- 
nefs^ we began to dimb the ftupendous 
fummits of their mountains* the haunts of 
eternal winter. 
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CHAR XXIL 



St. BemarSn.^Mifery of the Shepherds Llfe.^Emi^ 
grant Prieji.'^ Summit rf St. BemarJin. '^ Flrfi 
JTieui of the Rhine. 



1 HE Alps, which' we traverfed in our 
afcent, wear, with little variation, the fame 
fmiling afpe<ft as in the regions below. 
When the mountaineers fpeak of the Alps, 
they do not mean thofe long chains of icjr 
or barren mountains, to which we give that 
appellation, and which, in our language, 
implies height. In the mountain dialedl 
that term conveys -the idea of fertility ; and 
when the inhabitants talk of the Alps, 
they always mean fpots of mountain paftur- 
age. The Gletfcber^ the Horn, the StaH^k^ 
are denominations, by which they diftin- 
guilh different parts of thefe mountains, 

and 
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and the terms of rocky or ice-covered Alps, 
would to them be unintelligible. 

Having climbed to the village of St. Ber- 
nardin, and finding oiirfelves within the 
influence of the Glaciers, which we faw 
ftretching far before us, we concluded, that 
we had nearly reached the fummit, but 
Jeamt that we had yet a league of very 
rough afccnt to pafs over before we fhould 
faqz^in to defcend on the other fide. We 
made a halt at the vilkge of St. Bernardin, 
if two or three houfes, one of which is; an 
inn, and a little building, dignified by the 
name of a chapel, can be called a village. 
The country around wears a cheerlefs, foli- 
tary afpedk. We were not got beyond the 
reach of vegetaticxi ; but it was a vegetation 
that made the barrennefs of the foil more 
viiible. The inhabitant of the Lower Alps 
fhares no property in this fterile region : 
the wandering ihepherd of the plains alone' 
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fieals (he winged days 6f fbrnmier, to lead 
ov£r an unappropriated foil bis ragged and 
ill-favour&d ^ock. His nuifcrable hut is 
compofed of pieces of rodk, through the ci'to- 
f)ics of which the wind and the tain polar 
without refiflanee. His chief and almofl: 
unvaried food is oatmeal and water • for 
the foil would reward no cultivation : bread 
is the produce only of climates far below ; 
he is bereaved even of the moft common 
enjoyments of focial life. 

In thefe regions, however, we found 
one inhabitant of poliflied manners, and let- 
tered accomplifhmcnts. A banifhed vicar 
general of one of the principal diocefes of 
France was dragging on exigence amidft 
thefe inhofpitable climkes, barred from 2^ 
communication with the world during the 
long winter, and fupported by the miferable 
endowment of the chapel, amounting to fix 
or feven louis a year, and the coarfc charity 
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of the rude mountaineers, who. were his 
ibie ailbciates. He told us, that his bre* 
viary, his bible, and his Ovid, were his 
only fokce ; that from the one he endear ' 
, Youred to teach himfelf refignation to the 
, will of heaven, and from the other to footh 
Bis mind, by fympathizing with an exiled 
fellow fufferer, who, banifhed from the 
delights of a court to the defarts of Scy- 
ithia, , could fcarcely have found them more 
ikeary than the fummit of St. Bernardin^ 
\ Here alfo he might have exclaimed with 
the poet : 

•* Forced from my native feats, and facred home, 
*' Friendlefs, alone, through Scythian wilds to roam ^ 
*• With trembling knees o*er unknown hills I go, 
" Stiff with blue ice and heap'd with drifted fnoW;. 
" Pale funs there ftrike their feeble rays in vain, 
*• Which faintly glance againft the marble plain." 

Mrs. Barbauld. 
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He had been vaguely informed of the fall 
of Robefpicrre, and the return of a milder 
ly ftcm; and he inquired with fuch folici- 
tude if there was no hope of his being 
permitted to revifit his country, that it 
would have been cruel to rob his forrows 
of that fond illufion. We left this unfor- 
tunate ftranger with fincere regret, that wc 
had no power to extricate him from a fitua« 
tion which feemed almoft infupportable. 

. We now began to fcale the remainder of 
the mountain, and though we felt the icy 
breeze from the neighbouring Glaciers, we 
cfcaped any difagreeable fenfations of cold 
by the frequent exercife of walking, the 
road being often too fteep or too dangerous 
to continue on horfeback. * We alfo enjoyed 
the rays of a cloudlefs fun, more brilliant, 
indeed, than genial, from the extreme rare- 
fadlion of the atmofphere at this elevation. 
We had been told at Bellinzone that the 
^ moun- 
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iBOuiftain, for two 3ea^ie^» is always co^ 
wcred with aconfidexabile quantity <of ihow^ 
hxxt without having paEbd miy^ we attained 
^ fiunmit* 

The tpp of St. Bcrnardin aflRards nothing 
that is flrikingt except its defolate uniform 
fuity ; here are n6 mafles of enormous rock^ 
no tremendous precipices, no yawning 
chafms;.no objedt pidurefque, or awe- 
ful. The ftorms of ages have not only 
ibript it of the means of vegetation, by 
wafhing away every veftige of foil, but 
have humbled the rocks, if any once Aood 
prominent, to a modeft level with the w^affc- 
The mountain ilill rifing on the ri^ht, con^ 
ceals the Glaciers that feparate the Grifons 
from the Valteline, but on the left the eye 
wanders far over thofe regions of eternal 
froft, which are formed by the eaftern ex- 
tremity of that chain of mountains, Jknowor 
to the antients under the name of tte Jlduja. 
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In the front the view extends acrofs the 
valley of the Rhine; to the Glaciers that 
feparate it from the other vallies of the 
Grifons. We fcemed within reach of thofe 
Glaciers which we beheld falling, like an 
immenfe veil, down the mountain below 
our prefent elevation, and were eager to 
tread their glofly furfacc; but were told 
that a paflage acrofs from St; Bemardin was 
impradicable. 

After repofing ourfelves on the fummif ^ 
amidft this chaos of unvivified nature, wc 
began to defcend on the northern fide, , The 
mountains we had juft fcaled were fo 
abruptly thrown back, that we could dif- 
cem no farther in a diredt line before us, 
than the hill Which we wfefe immediately 
afcending, and often believed we had at- 
tained the fummit before we had conquered 
half the road. On the other fide we were 
prefented with a majeftic fweep down the 

VOL. I. A a moun- 
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mountain, and along the 4ofty hills that in«^ 
dofe the valley of the Rhine, ftretching 
away to the piny forefts rifing above the 
Vale 6f Splugen. After defccnding a con- 
liderable way almoft perpendicularly, but 
on a fiorm and well-conftruded road, we 
came in view of th^it celebrated river which 
we had lately beheld bearing its thundering 
mafs of waters to the ocean, but which, 
now juft fpringing from its fource, fleals 
placidly along the quiet valley, foft as the 
firft fleep of infancy after it has waked tQ 
aiew exiftence, 
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